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ANY. Years are now | 
the general Deſign 
"* Treatiſes was formed, 
ſome brief Sketches of chem were 
drawn, which have lain by 

(tence among 
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at which 
-theſe Diſcourſes of che Uſe of 10 
ions in Relligiom, into a more reo, 
1 — Was the your a * 

and Degenera our ge 
* oy it grow bright 
thrianal: . 


1 us. x 
trmes and Duties of our holy Religion 
by a mere Explication of the Word 
of God, without inforcing theſe Things 
on the e Conſcience, by a Pathetick Ad- 
dreſs to the! Heart; and that che only Bu- 
ſinels of a Chriſtian, in his Attendance 
on Sermons, is to learn what theſe Doc- 
trines and Duties are, without ſeeking f 
ps wo any of the devout Stn 

tions of Hope and Fear; and Love 
and Joy, tho the God of Nature hath 
| ARR bei to be the moſt effectu- 
al Alluremeiits or Spurs to Duty inn 


this preſent animal State. We are too 


often told that this v warm and 
onate Religion belongs only t che 
weaker Pafts of Mankind, and is not 
ſttong and manly enough for Perſons 
5 Senſe and good Reaſoning. But while 
-- the religious Uſe of che Paſſions is re- 
nohmnced aid abandoned; we dont find. 
this- cold and dry Reaſoning ſufficiem 
d niſe Vine and Fiery to any great) 
und honourable 8 even in their 
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E SUED $1. RY 1 
Gu the other Hand, it muſt be acs 
knowledged alſo, there have been 
many Perſons who have made their 
Religion to conſiſt too much im the 
Working of their Paſſions, without 4 
due Exerciſe of Reaſon in the Things of 
God. They have conterited them- 
ſelves with ſome devout Raptures wich- 
out ſeeking after clear Conceptions of 
divine Things, or building their Faith 
and Hope and Practice upon a juſt and 
ſolid Foundation of ſacred Knowledge. 
Whatſoever is vehement, if it hath 
but the Name of God annexed to ity. 
are ready to think and call Sacre lt 
and Divine. This Sort of Religion 
lies very much expos d to all the wild 
Temptations of Fancy and Enthuſiaſm: 
A great deal of. the Bigottry of ths 
World, and the Madneſs of -Perſecus _ 
tion may be aſcribed to this unhappy 1 
Spring. I thought it neceſſary theres 
Lo WT EE. 
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4 to an ak of che Abuſe ok Paſs 
frons, as el as the Uſe f them, and 


to r Ae Miſtakes on W 


hs a 838 * heb Diſcourſes 
5 L choſe; to treat of the Love of God; | 
Which ina ſovereign Manner rules and 


manages, awakens or ſuppreſſes all the 
other Paſſions of the Soul. — whole 
Train of Affections, both the painful 
and the pleaſant Ones, are =y 

Power: and Regulation of Love. url 


Foy 1 N n 
my Rotho of this Subject than 


chat is, neither ta turn Religion into 
ſoning, nor to giye up the devour 


warm and ungoverned Paſſion. I hope 
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— to avoid all Extremes; 
2 Matter of Speculation or cold Rea- 
an to all wandering Feoleries of 


I have maintained the middle Way, 
Which as it is moſt agreeable to the 
holy. Scripture, - and to the Genius of 
2 ſo it * cs was 
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Age. " HG his Accent. may: — 
ume chat the Track which - rags 4" bY 
Wuecd, will give no juſt Offence 3 


ws iſeſt wes Ms belt of: : Chritians, - Beck ! 
's 109 e gbd y 
i. In oded to ue this, Work mere 
d MWKcrviceable to che Putpoſes of pxactical 
ie Codlineſs, I have 1 to fe 
le 2 pathetjck Meditation upon the Ar 
al gument of each Diſcourſe, that I might 
ne as far as poſſible exemplify the Prac- 
ice of \ thoſe Things which I recem- 
mend to the World and aſſiſt che de- 


vout Reader to make a, preſetit\Lſe of 
them toward his — mn the 5 
— Lie, + T0 91 ati En 
| 12:49 A 2Agmbh6 
When l had kniſhed the Diſcourſes 
which relate to the Regrlation f 8 
Paſſions. in Matters of Religion, I 
thought it might not be unacceptable = 
nor unuſeful to my Friends to have 
whole Scheme of the Mau Paſſions 
ſer before them in a plain and eaſy Me: 
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thod, and to have ſome Rules given 
for the Goverument of them in the Afs | 
fairs of chis Life. This ſet me upon 
reviewing and perfecting ſome Skerches 

I had formerly drawn of that Subject: I vi 
My Deſign is not ſo ambitious as to | 


| ikiptove:the Philoſophers of the Age, 
but to diſſuſe the Principles of Know- 
der Extent and Influence among the 
| 22ͤ ¾! 25, 14. 7h 
The Government of the Paſſions is 
2 Thing of unſpeakable Importance to 
us eoalitered as Men, or as Chriſtians. 
This will render our Conduct amiable 
and uſeful to our Fellow Creatures, 
and make Religion ſhine in the World 
in its proper Ornaments; this will go 
a great Way to procure our own Eaſe 
and Happineſs in this Life, and to fit 
us for Death and Heaven. The Soul 
- that governs its Affections by the ſacred 
Dictates of Reaſon and Religion, and 
keeps itſelf at à bleſſed Looſe from 
OM. : every 
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5 The PR EFACE. - * 


ed to the Injuries and Sorrows of Life, 
ind is better prepared to part with all 
earthly Comforts at the Call of Pro- 
videnee: Such a bappy Temper of 
Mind will enable us chearfully to re- 
ſign Life itſelf with all its mortal In- 
ereſts at the appointed Hour, and to 
cater gloriotilly upon the clobler Ein 
ployments and the diviner Joys that 
a wait us in the upper World. mot A 
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dF on, in 94 ü 
and Log ical 'Senſe of it, denotes 
de receiving ef the AFion of Jane 
Fl As if an Kicks: bend his Bow, the 
Archer is the Agent ; the Bow is the Patient; 
he hending as it comes from the Archer is 
he Action; but as it terminates in the 

Is ob called the Paſſon. This ſort of Lan- 
E ge lies out of the way of the bulk of 
Mankind, and therefore I diſmiſs it. 

Tet we may juſt take notice that the 


- term Paſſion _— ſignifies 4% : 
: 5 er ing; 


2 4 ſhort and plain Account | 
fering ; for it is in this Senſe we uſe it when | 
we ſpeak of the Paſſion of Chriſt, whereby | 
we mean his Agony in the Garden, and 
- eſpecially his Death on the Croſs; and ſo | 
tis uſed in our T ranſlation of the: Bible, | 
As I. 3. 1 #: Sits Wa B10 
Paſſion in this Diſcourſe Ghnify "the fame 
with Natural Afefions, ſuch as Love, Ha- 
tred, Joy, Grief, Anger, Sorrow, &c. 3 
But here we may obſerye that the term F 
Paſſion is oſten uſed in Converſation in a 
more limited Senſe, to denote one of theſe 
Affections (viz.) Anger, or ſudden Reſent- | 
ment; as the word Affection is uſed ſome- 
times alſo in a limited Senſe, and ſignifies 
Loe. So we ſay Moſes zu once in a Yai 
on, whereby we mean he was angry; or 
Jonah was a paſſionate Man, i. e. he was given 
to ſudden and violent Reſentments : And in 
_ ſame manner we fay David had an Af. 
etrion for Jonathan, = e. he loved hum: | 
55 St. 90 was a Very.  offeFionate Man, i. e. 
he was of a loving and kind Diſpoſition, i 
But in this Diſcourſe, we take Paſſion and 
Aſection t to mean the fame thing, and to ex- 
tend to any of theſe Powers of Principles 
in human Nan ature, "Which" 8 © Oe me 
tion d, ſuch as feng: a, 66 


of the Paſſions, or N atural Aﬀcations. 3 


| 8 * r. II. 


The Deſeri prion of the Paſſions,” together with 
4 general Divi yu of them into three Ranks. 


— 4 is evident for the Nome of Tins 
chat there muſt be in pure and ſeparate 
Spirits ſome 4feFjons correſpondent to many 
Hof thoſe Paſſions which our Spirits feel who 
dvwell in Animal Bodies. They have Love 
and Hatred, Defire and — Joy and 
W Sorrow, Fear and Hope, as well as we? But 
while we dwell in theſe Bodies tis exceed- 
ing hard, if not. impoſſible, for us preciſely 
to diſtinguiſh how far the Animal Nature, 
and how far the Mind or Spirit, are con- 
cerned. in producing theſe Effects, in raiſing 
theſe Senſations or Commotions. which we 
call Paſſions. I ſhall confine myſelf there - 
ore in this Diſcourſe only to give ſome Ac- 
Wcount of theſe workings of our Nature as 
Wc find them in our preſent embody'd State. 
The Pafſions may be thus deſcribed, They 
are thoſe ſenſible Commotions of our whole 
Nature, both Soul and Body, which we 
cel upon the Perception of an Obj ect ac 
ording to ſome ſpecial Properties that be⸗ 
is it. See SF. III. Rem. 3. 

Object which is ſuited to excite the. 
Paſſions hm have one of theſe three Pro- 
erties (viz.). it muſt be either rare and 
, or good and agreeable, or evil and- 
D R di if 


our Hatred. Note here, I take the words 
Good and Evil, and conſequently, the words 


the divers kinds of Love and Hatred; which 1 


4 A ſhort and plain Account 
diſagrecable Or at leaſt we muſt have ſuch 
an Idea and Apprehenſion of it before it 
can excite any Pailion ; in us. 

Now if we will diſtinguiſh the thick Paſ- 
ſions of our Nature according to their Ob- 
jects, and confine ourſelyes to the common 
Words and Names whereby they are uſual- 
ly call'd, we may make three Ranks of 
them, which for Diſtinction's ſake, I ſhall i 
name the firſt, ſecond, and third Rank. ar 
The two firſt are : Primitive, the third is De- 4 
rivative, 45 5 

The firſt Rank of Paſſions are theſe three, | 
A Love, and Hatred. 

If the Object be rare or uncommon it 
excſtes Aamiration or Wonder. © | 

If we look on it as good or any way | 
agreeable to us, it may engage our Love, | 
but if it be evil or difagreeable it moves | 


Love and Hatred ina very large Senſe, which 1 
E ſhall account for afterwards. 
The ſecond Rank of chief Paſſions are 


alſo are diſtinguiſhed Ey their Objects. 
4 LO the Object appear valuable it raiſes a 

Love of Eftcem ; if worthleſs, the Hatred 
is calld Contempt. * 


If the Object appear fit to receive good 
from us, it is Love of Benevolence, or Goods 
will: Wit * rather fit to receive evil 

from 


YE 
RY * Tee 
* 


1 ar Natural Aﬀeftions y 
from: * the Hatred | is call'd Malevdlence, 0 or 
T If jel appear pleaß and fit 1 
the Ob ing 10 
do us good, it r ot 
Delight ; if it be diſpleaſing and unfit to do 
us good, it excites a * Diſplicente or Di/like. 

From Love and Hatred in their different 
kinds (but chiefly from Complacence and 
z Diſplicence) ) ariſe ſeveral more chief Paſli- 

F ons, which may be called the third Rank, 
and which are allo.  diſtinguiſh'd by their 
= Ob. 
Note, In this pair of Paſſions, Complatitnes 
and Diſplicence, and in all the third Rank, 
l is chiefly derived from them; the 
pleaſing Object is more properly call'd Good, 
and the diſpleaſing Object is more properly 
call'd Evil, than] in the Paſſions before men- 
tion'd. 

If the Good be e and poſſible to 
be attain'd, the Paſſion is call'd Love of 
= Defre ; if the Evil may poſſibly come up- 
on us, the Hatred is called Len, 9 2 
voidlance. 

If the abſent Good be likely to be at; 
tain'd, the Paſſion excited is call'd Hope; 
but if the abſent Evil be likely to come 
upon us, it raiſes the Paſſion of Fear. © 
If the Good be actually attain'd,or the Evil 
prevented, it excites our Foy ; if the Go 
be actually loſt, or the Evil come upon us, 
it cauſes Sorrow. 

B 3 -. Whos 
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6 A 1k and Sloſs Account 


Whoſoever helps us to attain this Good, 
or prevent the Evil, excites in us Gratitude : 
Whoſoever hinders our attainment of Good, = 
or promotes the Evil, raiſes our Anger. A. 

There are very few, if any of the Paſſi- 
ons for which we have any Name, and . 
which are uſually taken notice of in the Heart r. 
of Man, but they may be reduced to ſome 


or other of theſe 9 Heads, as I ſhall KH 
8 them. þ Eri 
I don't pretend to lay e this Diſtine«. | Wt 
tion and Arrangement of the Paſſions of pre 
Man as an uncontroverted or certain ¶ uſi 
thing: But upon the beſt Survey I can take ¶ tur 
of the various workings of the Heart of | aff 
Man, as well as of the ſeveral Authors who vs 
have written on this Subject; I don't find | 
any of them lead me into an eaſier or bet- Wh ſor 
ter Scheme than this. A good Logical 7 
Scheme and Arrangement of Things has 5g 
ſome advantages in it; it ſhews us the i © 
relations of various T bings to each other, N me 
their Correſpondences, their Similitudes, „on 
and Differences; and it greatly aſſiſts the. th 


Memory : But "tis ſill of more importance 
to deſcribe the ſeyeral Paſſions with Juſtice 
and Truth as they are in Nature, than to 
on them in „ Glaſſes . 908 
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4 4 farther Account of the Nature of the Paſe 
Han; in few! Remarks concerning them. 


H E Paſſions are certain Principles 
or Powers in Man of a mix'd Na- 
ture belonging partly to the Soul or Mind, 
and partly to the Animal Body, 7. e. the 
© Flcſh and Blood: For it is evident that 
WF when we perceive any Object with ſuch 
Properties as are before mention'd, we find 
uſually ſome ferments of the Blood, or na- 
tural Spirits *, or ſome alterations which 
affect the Body, as well as we feel ſpecial 
impreſſions on our Minds. 

2. Tho? the Conſtitutions of ime Per- 
ſons are ſuſceptiye of much more of theſe 
patheticx Commotions in general than o- 
thers are, and ſome Perſons by the very 
4 Complexion of their Animal N ature are 
more ſubject to ſome peculiar Paſſions than 
W others, (viz.) Fear, Anger, Joy, Kc. Yet 
there i is ſcarce any Perſon who makes a nar- 
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** 
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* 2 


my 


* What I call hve idle n cad 2 | 
or vital Spirits, which are ſuppos sd to be the Springs or Medi. 
ums of animal Motions, both inward and out ward: But he- 
ther theſe be ſome refin'd ſpiritous L. quids, or apour drawn off 
from the Blood, or whether they i but the elaſtick 
or ſpri ingy parts of the Air drawn in yu piration, and min- 

and 5 een yet wed] 
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ture one time or other rifing 1 in him in grea 


all the Paſſions. 


$ 12 . 8 Account 
row obſervation of what paſſes within chip, 
but will find almoſt all the Paſſions of Na- 


ter or leſs degrees. 

3. The Paſſions are wont to e deſeribed 
as mere inward Senſations x. But ſinee there 
are ſome few of the Paſſions that include 
Polition in them, or ſome propenſities or 


outgoings of the Will as well as perceptions 'Y 
of the Mind, ſuch as the Paſſions of Deſire, 
Averfion,. and their Species, I chuſe rather Wai 


in this place to deſcribe the. Paſſions i in gene- 
ral, as ſome 7enjible Commotions of our whole | 
Nature, both Soul and Body, which deſcripe | 
tion may Rape more fully eee 


4. Tho moiſt of the nn are conſeſs d 
to be Senſations, yet I have frequently in m 
Diſcourſes call'd them alive and /prightly | 
Powers, becauſe ſome of them include the 
Will in them, and ſcarce any of them are 
ſo entirely paſſive but they have a tendency 
to excite the Perſon to lively and vigorous | 
Action of ſome Kind or other: And indeed | 


this is the chief deſign of them i in 1 the Na- 
ture of pod * N 


r 


„ — 


— 


21 have ſoretimes deſcribes the Paſſions, us the Sou}'s Sent 
tions of ſome Commotions in animal Nature, ariſing from the 


Perception of peculiar Objects. And I think tis not of much 
importance whether they be call'd the Soul, Senſations of Com- 
motions in the Body, or ſenſible Commotions of Soul and Body, - 1 
am ſure both are included in 7 Paſſion, 


W 5. Be- 
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5. Berauſs enen 0 the — ar ; 
eſe Commotions of animal Nature, do 
particularly affect the Heart, therefore the 
Heart in the common ſenſe of Mankind is 
reckon'd the Seat of the Paſſions, - and the 
are ſometimes the e . th 
rt. 

6. The ſerment of the animal Juices, 
5 anc —E_—————— —53 
, MT hings which are affected while Paſſion is - 
1 is d; for moſt of the Paſſions have ſome 
WE fects on the Colour or Features of the 
ountenance, and eſpegytily on the Eyes, 
and diſcover t by Geſtures or 
Voices, or other ou rd Signs: $0 Sorrow | 
3 diſcovered by Fears and Groans, Mirth 
7 py Laughter, Joy by a ſmiling Countenance, 
and Anger by Frowning, Sc. Whence it 
omes to paſs that many of them are ſo 
nappily imitated by Painters. 
J. Tho? the chief, and the original Paſ- 
Fons are theſe which were before named 
viz.) Wonder, Love, Hatred, BEfteem, Con- 
empt, &c. yet they include a great variety 
df particular Affections under them. In 
many of the Paſſions the ferments of Fleſh 
and Blood, and the ſenſations and motions 
of the Mind are fo exceeding ſwift and mo- 


ntancous, and they run ſo often into 
dne another in an undiſti Mixture, 
nat wh exceeding hard to give fuch an Fg 


and diltinck e of all of them 
as one would wiſh or deſire. 8. There 


10 A ſhort und plain Account 

8. There is another thing alſo that makes 
a juſt and accurate Scheme of the Paſſions 
very difficult, if not impoſſible, and that is, 
that the Language of Men has ſometimes 
made one word to ſignify very different 
1 Paſſions, ſuch as Gluttony, which is the 
= Love of eating good Victuals, and Friend- 
bid, which is the Love of an equal Intelli- 
gent Being, and Ambition, which is the 
Love of Honour, and Concupiſcence or 
Luſi, are all call'd Love. So Modeſty, 

which is the Spring of innocent Bluſh 
and the Guard of Virtue ; and that Bluſh 
of Confuſion and Diſhonour, which is the 
juſt Effect of Guilt, are both call'd*Shame. 
Theſe are different Ideas, but the ſame 
Again, the Language of Men hath ſome- 
times combin'd and aſſociated ſeveral Ideas 
into one Word, ſuch as Fealouſy, Suſpicion, 
Znvy. Sometimes where the Paſſions them- 
ſelves have ſcarce any difference, yet there 
are different Names for them. And there 
are many other combin'd Paſſions that have 
no Name. A perfect Scheme therefore is 
| not to be expected. n an 
9. Finally, I Wpuld give my Readers 
notice, that ſeveral of theſe Principles, 
Qualities, or Tempers in Men, which 1 
- _ have rank'd among the Paſſions, may be cal- 
led Virtues and Vices, and are fo deſcribed 
by the Writers of Morality : But fince _ 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. rx 
often are attended with particular Ferments 


8 or Commotions of animal Nature and di- 
, ſtin& Senſations of the Mind, I haye given 
them a place among the Paſſions. 

t i Theſe things being premiſed, I proceed 
e now to give ſome Account of each general 
— or original Paſſion, with the particulars « con- 
— tain'd under it, l 

e * FH 

Yr | 8 hi EP of 

4 Of Admiration or Wonder. 

y | 


HE moſt . Primitive and Original 
=p Paſſions, or thoſe of the firſt Rank 


7 are ez Love, and Hatredd. 

x Firſt, Admiration, When we perceive 
any Object that is rare and uncommon, that 

. is ne and ſtrange, either for its Kinds, or 


for its Qualities; or when we meet With 
”, ſuch an Occurrence, or Event as is unuſual | 
or une pected; or ſuch as is at leaſt unuſual 
Tc at ſuch a particular Time and Place, we 
TE Wy are ſtruck with Admiration or Wonder - and 
a that without any Conſideration whether the 
Object be valuable or . worthkfs, whether it 
" be good or evil, We wonder at a very great 
ers or a very little Man, a Dwarf, or a Giant; 
Er at a very little Horſe. at a huge Snake orToad, 
at an Elephant, or a Whale, or a Comet, or at 
any rare Performances of Art, as moving 


Machines, or artificial Trifles as a Plea kept. 
Wi 4 ST in 
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12 A ſbort and plaiu Account 


in a Ubein; at any uncommon Sn 
in Nature diſcovered by a Teleſcope, a Mi- 
— Sc. n has no regard to 
the agreeablenels or diſagreeableneſs of the 
Object, but only the Rarity. of it. And 
| for this Reaſon Wonder bens to be the * 4 
of the Paſſions, 4 
If the Object which is rare or uncommon 
appear to us on a ſudden, or in an unexpec- 
ted Moment, we give it the Name of Sur- 
prize. 
If our Wonder ariſe to a high Degree, we 
call it Amazement. or Afoniſhment. by | 
'This Paſſion diſcovers itſelf by liſting up 3 
of the Hands or the Eyes, and by an in- 
tenſe fixation of the Sight or the Thoughts: | 
When it riſes very high on a ſudden, it | 
will ſtop the Voice, . and reduce the Perſon | 
as it were to the fixed Poſture, and ſilence } 
of a Statue for a few Moments: And if 
Fear be j oin'd with it, it will produce more 3 
unn . 4 
Let it be obſerved that this Paſſion has | 
properly no oppoſite, . becauſe if the Object 
be not fare or neu, or if the appearance be 
not ſudden or unexpefted, but a mere com- 
mon and familiar Thing, or an expected 
Occurrence, we receive it with great Calm- 
neſs, and feel no ſuch Commotion of Na- 
ture about it; we treat it with Negef7 in- 
ſtead of Wonder : : Now Negk# is no Pal 
The reſt of the Paſſions, at leaſt the mak 
of them go in Pairs, | 


of the PaMions, or Natural Affections. 13 


£8 | 

li⸗ Let us take notice allo that Admiration 

to is moſt frequently excited in young Perſons, 

he and ſuch as have had but little Opportunity 

ad of furniſhing themſelves with the Know- 

ri ledge of various Things, either in Nature 
or Providence, or in the Sciences; whereas 


wiſe and learned Men, who have Teen or 
known a large Variety of Objects and Events, 
ſeldom find Things rare and new, or ftrange 


C- 
11 


F 


3 enough to wonder at. i 
I might obſerve alſo, that thofe who ate 
of a very heavy and ſtupid Genius have not 


up W Curioſity or Sprightlineſs enough in their 
n- Conftitution to take notice of Things nen 
ts: or ſtrange; and they are not very fubject 
it to Admirati . m N i 


Thus it appears why wiſe Men and Fools 
do not ſo often wonder as Perſons of a mid - 


ICC m 
idle Rank of Genius or Improvement. 
ore Tube great End and Deſign of this Paſa 


on of Admiration is to fix our Attention up- 
on the admir'd Object, to impreſs it more 
effectually upon our Memory, as well as to 
give a ſenſible Delight to the Mind of Man 
which loves Newneſs and Variety; and e- 
ſpecially where the Object has any Thing in 
it that is valuable or agreeable, which would 
incline us to eſteem or love it. This leads 
rue next general Paſſions of the firſt 
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nee. 
Love and Hatred. 


H E Motions of the Mind and the 1 
correſpondent Ferments of the Blood 


are very numerous in our Natures, and are 
not always happily diſtinguiſhed. by thoſe 
Words and Names which have been com- 
monly applied to them. When we treat 
of any Subject we muſt for the moſt part 
take the Names of. things 


their uſual forms of Speech, in order to ob- 
tain a more Philoſo phical Exactneſs. 

The next primitive Paſſions therefore I 
continue to call Love and Hatred. 


Love in general implies ſome approbation 1 
of, or propenſity towards what appears to us 


as good : Hatred is a dif approbation of, or 


be to what appears to us as evil. But 


the words Good and Evil, in human Lan- 


guages, being extended to a vaſt variety of J 
the names of Love and 


different Objects, 
Hatred (but eſpecially Lope) have been uſed 
in as great a variety of Significations, and 
are become very equrvecal Words, i. e. Words 
of many Meanings. And therefore I take 
Love and Hatred here in ſo general a Senſe 
as may be applied to all thoſe Paſſions which 
ariſe from the ſeveral Objects, which = 
be call'd Gd or Evil. In 


as we find them, 
for there is no poſſibility of making the 
bulk of Mankind for whom we write, change 


of the Paſtions, or Natural Affections. 15 


In this general Senſe therefore the word 
Good may ſignify any thing that we can look 
upon with E mer Good-will, or with 
Delight; an Boil may be extended to mean 
whatever we view with Contempt, with 
INl-will, or with Di Hef: And hence ariſes 
the ſecond Rank of general 'or Primitive 
Paſſions (viz.) Eſteem N Contempt, . Fae 
W 223 and Il-will, Delight and Diſguft, all 
Which are but differen Kinds, of f Love Ang 
15 Hatred. ST 
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 "Bfteem and Contempt... a a | 


- Grant that theſe words IT 404 FT p 
: tempt may be ſometimes uſed to ſignify 
a calm and ſedate Judgment of the Mind 
concerning 'thoſe Objects which are either 
valuable or 3 Let if we will enter 
into ourſelyes and conſider our own * 
Senſations, and what paſſes within us, w 
ſhall find that when we eſteem or deſpiſe as 
thing in a high degree, it will cauſe ſome 
Ferment of the Blood and natural Spirits 
or ſome Commotion in animal Nature. 
I know ſome Writers have made Eſteem 
and Contempt to be Species of Admiration + 
But there are ſeyeral Reaſons for which I 
think they are much better rank-d under 
Love, eſpecially ſince it it fuppoſes 1 tone de- 


gree 
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Nee of Goodreſe, 5. e. Worthinefi "inthe 
ect. p l 2809 gore ap | 4 
* Eſteem is that Paſſion which ariſes from 
the mere Conſideration of ſome Excellency, 
or ſomething that is valuable in an Object, 
and it belongs either to Perſons or Things. 
Contempt ariſes from the mere Conſideration | 
of - a, worthlileſs Object, and eſpecially if it 
be propoſed to us with a pretence of Ex- 
celtency in it. So we eſteem an ingenious 
Piece of Clock-work and its Author: But 
we contemn a bungling Performance, as 
well as the Maker of it: And if any plain 
and common Engine be made well, yet if 
it be propoſed to us as a pretended Piece of 
Art, in that view we diſpiſe it. +a pat * 1 
If our Eſieem be railed by an Object 
which has any thing in it either great or 
fublime, or ſolemn, or ſacred, it is call'd i 
Reverence or Vexeration: So we reverence the 
Perſons and the Counſels of our Parents 
and Superiors : We have a Veneration for i 
the. Holy Bible, for the Memory of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and for the Names | 
of St. Auſtin, and Sir Iſaac Newton. i 
And I think when this Veneration or high 
Efteem has God for its Object, it may be 
properly term'd Adoration or inward Worſhip. 
Our Eſfeem of God, or Adoration mani» 
feſts itſelf in never mentioning his Name 
without Awe and Reverence, in bowing 
the Knee, in Prayer and Praiſe, in all the 
* ſcyeral 


2 Y 
2 


of the Paſſing, or Natural Affection. is 


ſcycral-forms of outward Devotion, and in 
quick Reſentment of any Diſhonour done 
to him. Our high E/eem or Veneration 
of a Man appears in a humble ref 
Behayiour betore him, imitating his Excel- 
lencies*and reſenting his Diſhonours. Con- 
tempt diſcovers itſelf by turning the Back, 
ſhrinking up the Noſe, thruſting out the 
= Lip, by Deriſion and Laughter, and terms 
of Ridicule and Jeering. 
As we eſfeem an excellent Objedd and 
= contemn what is worthleſs; ſo it may be in- 
„ quired here, whether there be not a ſort of 
e Affection which we bear towards an Obj 
that has ſome diſagreeable Qualities, 

which we may call Diſeſſeem or Diſappro- 
bation. Diſagreeable Qualities are diſtin 
from thoſe which are merely worthleſi, and 
raiſe a Motion of the Mind a li e diffe- 
rent. Nor yet is Diſeſſeem quite the lame 
thing with Di/plicence.” | 

As we manifeſt our Eſteem, Diſeſteem, 
Contempt of other Perlons and 1 
we ourſelves may be the Objects of — 
ſame Affections. | 

If we eſteem ourſelves and our own 
Qualities no higher than they deſerve, it 
has been call'd by ſome Writers Generoſity, 
which is a juſt Senſe of ones own worth, an 
which has ſome yaluable Effects i in human 
Life. 3 
A due Courage, a 
* a ae 


Fortitude, and Mag- 
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ee great Exploits, are the natural 4. 
Effects of This Generofity. | tim 
And if : at the ſame time we — * chat | wo! 
our Nature is ſubject to many Errors, Fol- 3 
lies and Weaknefles; and that we have been | * 
gy of many Adtions that diminiſh our | tim 
eputation or our Worth; that will raiſe 8 
in us ſome Di/a probation or Diſeſfeem of 1 
ourſelves. This is the becoming Affection 
of Humility, which is very Sheba wit 
the Generoſity beſore- mention d. 
I this Senſe of our own Weakneſs foring 6 
not from a juſt Judgment and Eſtimation i 
of things, but merely from a certain Frail- 
ty. and 2 of the Mind, and ariſe 
to a greater Degree than it ought, and e- 
ſpecially if it fink the Spirits and over - has 
whelm us with an unreaſonable Confuſion, 
it 18 call d 2 fectneſo of Spirit, which often E 
appears in a ſort of aukwardneſs in Behavi- Co 
our, in perpetual and unreaſonable Balhinh 3 
neſs, in ſheepiſh and downcaſt Looks, and 4 
in unmanl Carriage and Conduct, 
From this Abjeneſs of * riſes Co» lei 
wardiſs and Meanneſs of Soul, and an ina» T. 
bility to attempt any thing great and glori- Wi or 
ous, as well as an Inclination to practiſe 
mean and low Flatteries, and baſe Sub- | 
miſſions without Reaſon, __ + 
But on the other Hand, . a Man has 
too high an Eſteem of his own good Qvuali- 
ties 8 his own Merit, this excites the vi- 


eious Affections of TOR and Self- 7 Meience, 
Ar- 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. 19 
Arrogance, Conceit and Vanity. This is ſome- 
times term'd Self- Admiration, but then the 
word Admiration here does not ſignify Mon- 
der but Eſteem. e | cor TE its "ALS 
From this Pride and Selfeconceit 2 
times ſprings an «ndue Courage or Boldne 
to attempt what is too high and hard for 
| us, which is properly call'd Temerity or 
Raſhneſs, and is not true Fortitude. . _ 


1 


Hence alſo ariſes Haughtineſs and Inſo- 


| ence in our Carriage toward our Fellow- 
| Creatures, and corn and Di/dain toward 
thoſe whom we think much beneath us. 
We have ſo much of Pride, Vanity, and 
Self-love in us by Nature, that we take all 
Occaſions to borrow from every thing that 
has any. Relation to us, ſome fine Plumes 
to dreſs ourſelves in, and to advance our 
Self-efteem, We value ourſelves for our 
Country or Nation, for our native Town, 
for our Anceſtors or Family, if any thing 
excellent or honourable have been ever re- 
ported concerning them. We are ſo ſenſe- 
leſs as to pride ourſelves in being firſt in 
Trifles, or chief even in worthleſs or vici- 
ous Qualities. F 
This evil Principle of Pride is diſcovered 
oftentimes by an affected Mein and Air, by 
a Toſs of the Head, by a lofty Look, by 
a ſtately and ſtrutting Gait' d Geſture, by 
dwelling at a Looking-glas by talking 
much of one's {elf or Family, by ſpeaking 
39.5484 e, Tornful Tong, as tho' they 
1% y2igtts (uv, 
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20 A ſhort and plain Account * |} 
were much our Inferiors, and by 12 f 
to Inferiors and treating them as tho they | 
were Cattle. | 
'Tho' the Terms of Scorn and Diſdus are 
generally apply d to the Character of Pride 
and Arrogance, yet they may be ſometimes | 
uſed in a good Senſe, as when a Man of | 
Honour, a Man of Virtue, a Perſon of a Ge- 
3 and ee Soul diſaains and ſcorus to 
mean and baſe Practice, even 
w * n geſt Temptations. 3 
Here let it be e (according as 15 IJ 
have before hinted in general) that Gene- 
rofity and Humility may be call'd Virtues | 
rather than Paſſons, becauſe the Ferre 
which are rais d by them in the Blood and 
natural Spirits, are very ſmall and not of- 1 
ten ſenſible: But Pride and 4b jection if 
Mind may be juſtly counted Paſſions as we 
as Infirmities or Vices of Nature; for both 
of them betray themſelves very. ſenſibl. 
in animal Nature, in the outward 9 3 
our, in the Countenance and the Geſtures, 8 
- = Tho' theſe two Paſſions (viz.) Diet 
410 Pride ſeem to be contrary to each other, 
Jet they very commonly meet in the fame | 
Pers: 1 For thoſe who in Prof ous Cir- 1 
T7 and car- 
in and rafolenes 
W tai Meg bout, are oftentimes | 
ound to be of a mean and cowardly Soul, 
-and fink into the greateſt Meayne/5 and 41 
Jelfneſi of 'Spirir, when adverſe Proyiden 
a * attend them. The 


2 
— 


* 
4 
SON IEF EF ; 
3 
LEE 2 . 
1 3 . * 
3 p da 


P % 2 6 9 5 2 is. we) 3 8 HEN * - 
( CE 
mou.) n 


Z 
1 
10 
"2 
1 


— 3 


e th: Pa ſions, or Natural Affections. 2 
The Mind that is generous and humble, 

that has a juſt and becoming apprehenſion 
of its own Worth, and à lowly Senſe of 
its own Frailties, maintains generally a more 
equal Temper in different Circumſtances of 
Life, and poſſeſſes the pleaſing Virtue which 
we call Equanimuty. 


8 Er. vn. 
Benevolence and Malevolence. 


HE. next kind of Love is called Be- 
nevolence or Goodwill, but before di- 
vide it into its ſeveral Kinds, I would dif. 
tinguiſh it from the Love of Complacence 
or Delight; and indeed, if Words or Names 
were now to be coined and appropriated to 
theſe two Sorts of Love, as they are call'd, 
I ſhould ſcarce uſe the Word Love to ſigni⸗ 
fy both of them, ſince their Acts and Ob- 
eds are ſo very diſtinet as will appear by 

what follows. 

The Object of Benevolence is a Thing or 
Perſon fit to receive good from me: The 
Object of Complacence is a Thing or Perſon 
fit to do me good, or to give me Pleaſure. 

Benevolence is an Inclination or Propenſity F 
kay? the Happineſs or Welfare of any Be. 9 
mplacence is the Derivation of ſome f 
De gree wry Happineſs * 5 1 from any 
* 8 m- 
»I gefire it 1 bere, and ring this DIC 


courſe of the Paſſions, that I deſcribe them all as they are found 
in Men, and not not unn nee 
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A ſbort and plain Account 

Complacence is a Paſſion that terminates 
always finally in ones ſelf, to make ones 
ſelf eaſy and pleaſed, tho' another Thing 


22 


or Perſon may be the Object of it: Bene= 
volence always terminates in that which is 
of it, in order to make that Ob- 


the Obi 


ject eaſy and happy, whether it be our ſelves 
or our Neighbours, 


Benevolence or Goodwill therefore chiefly i 
and moſt properly has ſome ſenſible Being 
for the Object of it, as Man or ſome other 
Animal: But we take Complacence or De- 
light in Garments, Flowers, Houſes, Herbs, 
Meats; Drinks, or any Thing that pleaſes i 

us as well as in our intellectual fellow Crea- 


tures, or in God our Creator. 


Complacence always ſuppoſes ſome preſent i 
good in the Object ſuited to our Defires or 
Delights; Benevolence ſometimes is laid out ³ 
upon an Object that has no ſuch good in it 
as we can deſire or delight in, but only ſome 
Foundation of future good, or ſome Capa- 
city to be made good or agreeable, A pi- 
ous Man can never love wicked Men with * 
the Love of Complacency or Delight; but he 
may exerciſe the Love of Benevolence towards 
them to pity them, and to wiſh their Re- 
So our Saviour could not love the 
bloody City of 2 with Complacency, 


covery. 


becauſe it kill'd the 


7 * 
? 


rophets, and blaſphem- 


to pure spirits or to God himſelf: Eor when theſe human Paſ- - 


ſions are aſcribed to God in Scripture, or in Theological 
tings, we muſt a little alter our 105 


W 1 
lit | 2 of them, and rempy 8 | 
Thing from the divine Idea that is frail or imperfect. 8 f 
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/ the Paſſichs or Natural Aſſections 23 
ed God and his Son; but he loved it witli Be- 
nevolence, and wept over it me 'T cars of 
Compaſſion. N 

There may be, * care are a thouſand 
Objects of Benevolence or Goodwill, in which 
we have no Complacence or preſent | Delight 3 
God and Angels 'and good Men exerciſe 
Benevolence towards Sinners, in whom they 


have no Complacency : But there can hardly 


be any Perſon, or any ſenfible Being in which 
we take Delight, but we have a Goodwill 


to it, and wiſh its Welfare, 


Thus, tho“ Benevolence and, Complacence 
greatly differ in their Nature, yet often 
meeting and centering in the ſame Object, 
the Word Love is applied to ſignify both, 
and too often without a juſt Diſtinction. 

. Having premiſed all theſe Things, let us 
proceed to diſcourſe of the Love Benevo= 
lence or Goodwill, and its contrary Malevo- 
leuce or Ill-will, and to diſtinguiſh them in- 
to their ſeveral Kinds. 

Benevolence conſiſts in a hearty Concern 


for the Welfare of any Being, or a Propen- 


ſity to do good to the Object of it. In a 
large Senſe indeed the Word may be ap- 
plied to that Reſpe& which we ſometimes 
ſhew to inanimate Beings: If we ſee the 
fine Garden at. Kenſington, or the noble 
Paintings of Raphael at Hampton Court, we 
wiſh them a long Continuance in their Beau - 
ty, and that no rude. Hand may ever de- 


Wigan: But this Benevolence or Love of 


C 4 Goode 
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24 4 ſhort and plain Account b 
Good-will is more properly exerciſed toward 
intelligent or ſenſible Creatures only. 1 
If the Being which is beloved be account- 
ed inferior to the Lover, tis called the Love 
of fimple Benevolence, or Good-will, without 
any other Name; ſo a Maſter may love his 
Servant. If the beloved Object be eſteem d 
equal to the Lover, there is generally ſome i 
mutual Complacency or Delight mingled with IC 
it, and it gains the Name of Friendſbip, ſo one 
Friend loves another. If the Object be ſu- 
perior, then this Love of Good-will is join d 
with Eſteem, and it is termed Honour and 
Reſpe A. So a Servant loves his Maſter. But 
if God himſelf be the Object of it, there 
ought to be the higheſt E 8 
the greateſt Degree of ency join? d 
with it, and thus Love ON up * De- 
wotion, Tho it muſt be confeſs'd, the MM Lo 
Word Devotion has been ſometimes uſed ix 
alſo with Regard to ones Country, ones Re- 
ligion, or ones Prince, as well as to ones 
This Love of — or Good-will, i 
while it wiſhes well to the Objects of it, 
. does oftentimes diſpoſe us to think well of 
them too, which is call'd Charity or a cha- 
ritable Opinion. It inclines us to Beneloquence, 
or ſpeaking well of them; to Gili He 
ſpeaking kindly to them; to Humanity or 
. Baneficence, that is, treating them well, or do- 
ing good to them, according to the Want 
of the ons, and the Ns Sk 


8 


2 Va” 53 Cz he BEE act 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affection. 25 
f the other. This Good-will generally diſ- 
covers it ſelf in a pleaſing Countenance, a 
ſoſt and ſmiling Air, Affability of Speech, 
Gentleneſs of Behaviour, and a Hand ex- 
tended to invite or relieve the oppreſſed and 
the-miiſecablec: 203000195 37 OPIRUAYE fit 2 
The Love of Friendſbip does, as it were, 
unite it ſelf to the Object; it produces a 
ommunion of Benefits, and caufes a mu- 
tual Communication of good Offices between 
the Lover and the Perſon beloved. 
The Love to Superiors, which is called 
Honour, Reſpect, and Veneration, generally 
carries with it Subjection to the Object be- 
loved, and make us uſe our utmoſt Endea- 
vours to obſerve, and pleaſe the Perſon be- 
loved by Submiſſion and by Obedience. | 
Devotion to God, which is the higheſt 4 
Love, obliges us to perform all proper Acts | 
of Adoration or Worſbip towards himſelf, as 
well as to obey him in all other Things 
which relate to our ſelves, or to our fellow 
Creatures, 4 2142 f 
This Endeavour to pleaſe and ſerve our .4 
Superiors whom we love, when it riſes | 
high, tis called Zzal, whether it regard God So 
or a Creature: We ſhew our Zæal ſor our 3 
King or our Country, as well as for our God. | 
If the Object of the Love of Benevolence 
be in miſerable or mournful Circumſtances, 
tis then uſually ftyl'd Pity and Compaſſion : 
And this is one of the tendereſt Affections 
which belong to human Nature: If the mi- 
KB 11, ſerablo 
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13 
ſerable Object be inferior, our Inclination to ¶ ¶ Bea- 
help and relieve it is called Mercy and Cha- 5 ſons 
rity; and if the Object be poor, 'tis called | W thei 
Boynty or 8 lies 
If the Object o che Love of Friendſhip | 1 L 

be in Miſery, it gains the Name of Sympa- i b moi 
thy, whereby the Lover expreſſes an inward M. tis 
Senſe and fellow feeling of the Pains and ] mo 
Sorrows which his Friends ſuſtain: Tho 0 and 
perhaps this might as well be brought in un- Y Wh 
der the Paſſion of Sorrow, unleſs we extend 5 3 
the Word Sympathy to ſignify our Commu- 1 I 
nion in all the Joys and Sorrows, and a 4 
the Concerns: of our Friends. | 3 
| Now let us conſider how Malevolence ar 
Twill manifeſts its ſelf. It implies in it | [ 
a Deſire of Miſchief to fall upon the hated h 


Object: It diſcovers, itſelf in Frowns and | 4 Con 
lowring Countenance, in Uncharitableneſs, ® I 
in evil Sentiments, in hard Speeches to or 
of its Object, in curſing and reviling, and 
doing Miſchief, either with open Violence 1 cap 
or ſecret Spite, as far as there is Power, 
Whether the hated Object be ſuperior, i 
ien or equal, it keeps the ſame Name, 
and ?tis called Iwill. If it extend to Pa- 
rents, Maſters, and good Magiſtrates, it be- Pee 
comes a Spirit of Rebellion If it ariſe n inſt 
God, it grows up to horrid Impiety. 3 
If our Lill or Hatred exprels itſelf par 
ticularly toward an Object conſider'd i is 
mourntul and miſerable Circumſtances, tis 
then call'd Cruelty and Inhumanity, or Hard 


heart 9 | 


of the Paſſions, or Natural AﬀeAtions. 2 
eartedueſs.. This evil Temper inclines Per- 
ſons to inſult their fellow Creatures under 
their Miſeries, inſtead of pitying and re- 


lieving t ge. 2 

If our Hatred ariſe to a high Degree, and 
more eſpecially if it be without a Cauſe, 
tis call'd Malignity and Malice, which is a 
moſt hateſul Temper in the Sight of God 
and Men, and is one of the chief Parts of 
che Image of the Devil. 


SW CN... 
Complacence and Diſplicence. 


F the Obje& be agreeable to me, and 
ſuited to give me Pleaſure, the Love 
which I expreſs to it is called the Love of 
= Complacence or Delight; and this extends (as 
T have binted before) to Trees and Fields, 
to Meats and Drinks, to Buſineſs and Stu- 
dies, and to every inanimate thing that is 
capable of giving me Pleaſure, as well as to 
animal or intelligent Beings. 2 
The Love of Complacency or Delight, has 
almoſt an infinite Variety of Ways to ex- 
preſs it ſelf, according to the various Ob-— 
jects of it. We gaze upon a pleaſing Figure 
or gay Landskip, or beautiful Picture, we 
IJ liſten to Muſick or an agreeable Diſcourſe, 
Wwe walk long in a fine Garden, we ſmell 
to Flowers, we eat and drink the Food 
that we love, we are intent on delightful 
Studies, we dwell in the Company of our 
9 Friends, 
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28 
Pridnds; and prolong the Enjoyment oft b 


Thing that pleaſes us. : 

If this Complacency riſe exceeding high to- f 
wards Objects that are inferior, and eſpeci- 
ally if it exceed the Bounds of ſtrict Rea- 
ſon, tis called Fondne/s: So Children are 
fond of Birds, and of their painted Toys. 

Vet here I would take Notice once for 1 
au, that there is ſomething of this great , 
Complacency or Fondzeſs, which is very inno- I : 
cent and agreeable in the Love which God if * 


and the neareſt Relations, and which, in the ; 
neral, is uſually call'd natural Action; 1 

but bein g ſuperadded to the various Names 
-_ Love or —— to Inferiors, Superior, | 
r Equals, renders each of them a Sort of i 
diſting Species, for which there are ſcarce 


5 1 4 
any Names in our Language. Parents love ¶ or 
their Children with a  Fondneſs and Tender- ¶ ab! 


neſs, added to fimple Benevolence: Children | 1 g/ 
love their Parents with Fondneſs and Venera- ¶ the 
tion. Husbands and Wives love each other 
with a fond and tender Friendſhip. Bro- 
thers and Siſters find alſo a mutual F = 
ſuperadded to the'mere Love of Equals. 4 

This Fondneſo for near Relations is mani- 
feſted by the Eyes, by the Lips and Voice, 
by the Countenance and Behaviour, vil 
2 thouſand nameleſs Airs of Kindneſs and 
Tenderneſs, which Nature teaches and un- 
derſtands: Nor do we know how to give 
enen Names to theſe different Sorts of 
Love, 
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Love, unleſs we borrow them from the * 
in Name of thoſe Relatio in Ho and 4 Pie 
parental and fab ehen | 
Love, all which imply both 
a ſpecial” Kind of Complacency. x. 
We + =; ſome Readers ih think-it > 
ſtrange and unpardonable Omiffion, tin a 
Treatiſe of the Palſtons, I ſhould 
WF filent of that Paſſion, which is known to be 
one of the ſtrongeſt, J. e. the Love which a 
Man bears to the Woman whom he ſeeks 
bor a Wife: But this has ſuch Complicati- 
ons and Peculiarities in it, that I leaf it to 
the Deſcription of other Writers. And as 
for the lewd and vicious Paſſions, Which 
WT unjuſtly aſſume the ſame Name, they are 
not fit to be mentioned in this Place, © 
As an agreeable Object gives Com Jacency 
or Deligbi, fo where the Object is difagree- 
able, 2 Gaiſes Dj licence, Di ;/like, or BI 
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te Difagreeableneſs of Food to our Palate, 

and it is moſt frequently uſed in ſuch à Caſe, 

where the Object has been once Ecesble, 
but now = es to be ſo. 


| | | gree, we call it 4bhorrence ; and ſometimes 
by 2 Metaphor borrow'd' from difagreeable 
Food, tis call'd ' bathing. This is Mani- 


nance, and by ſhutting whe Eyes, ſtopping 
the Ears, turning away th he Pace," or leav- 
ing the Room. * N 

| | Where 


guſt, The W Bi gguſl i is borrowed from 


If this Diſplicency riſe to a very high De- 


feſted by ſome Diſtortions of the Counte- 


mn 


- A ſhort and plain Account + 
Where this Diſagreeableneſs Ro the 
Perſon, and the Object, is ſomething very 
| 01 in Nature, or is wrought into the 

ry Conſtitution of Perſons by ſome early 
Accident 3 in Life, or by ſome long and in- 
dulged Habit, it obtains the Name of Au- 
Zipathy : So _ Perſons have a natural An- 
tipa 7 to a Cat or a Spider, or to ſome 
particular Sort of Food; and the Effects of 
it are oſtentimes very ſudden and ſtrong; 
it occaſions Sweating, Paleneſs, Tremors, 
Fainting, &c. _ 

Moſt, or all theſe ones Paſſions. may be 
exerciſed toward our ſelves or toward others. 
As the Mare of Eſteem may have Self for the 
Objeck pf it, ſo may the Love of Benevolence 

or G Cooles and the Love of Complacence or 
Delight. We deſire the Welſare of our ſelves, 
we, may be pleaſed with our ſelves, and de- 
light in f ir. When Self is the Object, all 
theſe are properly call'd. Self-Love, and all 
the yarious. Kinds and. Branches 1 it are 

call'd Selfſb Pa aſh tongs F, 
The moſt o theſe feld Paſſions are in- 


The late enious Author of the Nature and Conduct of el the 


Paſſions, calls thoſe Affections which relate to the Happineſs or 


' Unhappineſs of other Perſons publick Paſſioms or Aﬀettions, and 
makes ſeveral very agreeable and juſt Remarks upon them. 
Moſt of the and derivative Paſſions may alſo be publick as 
well as ſelfiſh; for they are but the Effects of the Love of Benevolence, 
or the Love of -Complacence,” or their Contraries, according to 
the Variety of their Objects. We deſire Good for our ſelves or 
for others: we hope for the Happineſs of our {elves or our Neigh- 
-bours: a; and are ſollicitous for the Welfare of our Country, 
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ndcent, when kept within proper 


Welfare, yet there is ſomething more 
— and honourable when the Paſſions 
of Eficem, Benevolence; and Complacence, are 
exerciſed towards others. An u e 
Love and Benevolence deſiring the Good of 


all ſenſible Beings is a noble — 0 — ; but 


ſtill it muſt be limited by a Submiſſion to 
the Will and Wiſdom of God, who EY VERA 


all L Things well. | | 270 
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(2  Defire and Averſion. \ Amo tom 


1 + 4 


n 
1 1 
we, 


8 which I call derivative, be- 
cauſe they ſpring chiefly ſrom the Love of 


Benevolence and. er, and their aue 
traries. 


In this Rank the firſt Pair that occur are 
Defire and Averſion. When we look upon 


an Object as good, and ſuppoſe it poſſible to 


be attained, our Deſire goes out toward. 1 it, 
which is a Tendency or Propenſity to ob- 
tain ſome abſent or unpoſſeſs d Good. When 


we look upon an Object as evil; which may 8 
poly come upon us, it awakens an, active 
aſſion which we may call Auα or A. 


" woidaxce, and it implies a T e to e⸗ 
re Evil. 


0 theſe inward Principles © of De vice. 


2 ——— — — 


_ were deſign d ſor the Service of Man 5 
1 "WAN him * — Exil, and to promote 


E. proceed now to the third Rank of * 


1 A ſhort and plain Account 


in them than the other Paſſions, yet if we 
examine our on Hearts we ſhall find ſome 
ſtrong Senſations of the Workings of animal 
Nature, attending theſe Acts of the Will, 
and therefore they may be properly called 
Da WEL.” a 7 1 an 
Here I would have it obſerved, that in 
our animal Natures there are ſome Propen- 


fities or Defires that ariſe without any expreſs 


Ideas of Goodneſs or Agreeableneſs in the 
Object before-hand, ſuch as Hunger and 
Thirft, Sc. Theſe we generally call natu- 
ral 4ppetites But thoſe Deſires which ariſe 
from our Perception or Opinion of an Ob- 
ject, as good or agreeable, are moſt properly 
called Paſſions. | Sant 7 
In the fame Manner there may be ſome 
Averſſons which ariſe in Nature before we 
expreſly conceive the Object to be evil or 
diſagreeable; ſuch as natural Anti pat hies, or 
the Efforts of Nature to avoid ſudden and 
frightſul Occurrences upon the very firſt 
Sight or Sound of them: But I know not 
any ſingle Name we have for theſe ſudden 


natural Averfjons, and they are uſually ming- 


led with the Paſſions, and not diftinguiſh'd 
from them. But thoſe Averſions only are in the 
moſt proper Senſe called Paſſions which ariſe 
from the Mind, conſidering the Object as evil. 
If our Defire to do or receive Good be not 
violent, tis called a ſimple Inclination or Pro- 
fenſityr when it riſes higlr tis termed Jonging. 
1 : Whey 
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any Object raiſes our Averſion to a great De- 
gree, tis uſually named Loathing or Abur- 
rence, which is a Species of Diſplicency, as be- 
fore. If we are conſtrained by ſuperior Force 
or exceſſive Perſuaſion, to do or ſuffer Evil 
of any Kind contrary to our Inclinations, this 
awakens ſuch a Sort of Averſion as we call 
Reluffance or Regret, tho' Regret ſometimes 
includes Sorrow and Repentance. 

It may be juſt worth mentioning here, that 
when our Defire ſets our active Powers at 
Work to obtain the very fame Good, or the 
lame Sort of Good, which another defires and 
ſeeks, tis called Emulation. This is oſten- 
times a noble Principle of Virtue, and is far 
from that baſe, and miſchievous Paſſion of 
Envy, which has been too oſten confounded 
with it, or not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd. 

As our Will to obtain ſome abſent Good 
Jjoin'd with certain animal Commotions, is 


called Defre ; ſo this Deſire reacheth alls to 


Things which appear neceſſary, as Means to 
obtain this abſent Good: And in the ſame 
Manner our Averfion, Hope, Fear, Foy, and 
Sorrow, reach to all thoſe Things which ap- 
pear neceſſary, as Means to obtain the Good, 
or to avoid the Evil, as well as to the Good 


or Evil themſelves. If a Man knowingly 


and ſincerely deſires to obtain Heaven, and 
avoid Hell, he will conſequently deſire and 
JAelight in proper Inſtructions, divine Helps, 
religious Duties, Converſation, = 
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34 A Ga and plain Account 2 
_ he will have an Averfoz to Sin, Tempta- 
on, Folly and Vanity. | 
| "OP here are ſeveral Objects of Defire i in this 
World, which give a diſtin& Name to the 
Paſſion it ſelf. Deſire of the Pleaſures of 
Senſe is called Senſuality:: Defire of Honour, 
Power and Authority among Men, is called 
"71 Deſire of Riches has been called Cove 
- Deſire of Knowledge, Truth, Peace, 
Holineſs, and Heaven, have noproper "Names 
made for them, or affixt to them that 1 
know of. 

The Deſire of Honour, Power and Riches, 
are uſually counted Vices, when they riſe 
high, and eſpecially wheh they are only con- 
 fined:to ſelfiſh Ends and Deſigns: But when 
they have a Deſign of publick Good, they may 
be virtuous. and unbl — ſor one may 
deſire Riches, Honour, or Power, with a 

2 Deſign to do more Service to God and 


Ser. X. 
Hope and Fear. 


H E next Set of Paſſions which ariſe 
from Love and Hatred, are Hope and 
"Fear. As the Gogd which is propoſed to us, 
when it is merely poſſible or attainable, raiſes 
our Deſire, {o when it is eaſy or likely to be 

obtained, it awakens our Hope. But if the 
Attainment of it be difficult or unlikely, it 
excites our Fear, bh ear and _ we 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. 35 
gain the Aſcendancy of each other, as the 
Attainment of the Good which 'we purſue, 
appears more or leſs probable. | 

As the Acquiſition of good, fo the Avoid- 
ance of Evil awakens our Fear and Hope in 
the ſame Manner: And eyen when we poſ- 
ſeſs good, we may hope to preſerve it, and 
fear to loſe it: And when Evil is come upon 
us, we may fear its 'Contimuance, or hope wy 
its Removal. 5 

When our Hope riſes to the higheſt Degree, 
it is called Confidence or Security; we are as it 
were ſure of poſſeſſing the Good we deſire: 
As on the other Hand, when our Fear riſes 
higheſt, and there is little Hope left, it turns 
into Deſpondency, and when all Her is ba- 
niſhed — Deſpair. 2 

When our Fear is very active and buſy, it 
is called Anxiety and Svllicitude- When we are 
afraid leſt ſome other Perſon ſhould preven 
our Poſſeſſion or Enjoy ment of the Good 7 
ſired, it awakens in us Suſpicion and 
buſy, which are very buſy and troubleſo 
Paſſions, and diſcover themſelves by a — 
petual uneaſy Watchfulneſs, and a Degree of 
Ill-will — the Objects of them. 

If the Enjoyment of the Good deſired de- 
pend much on our ſelves, and on our own 
Conduct, and we are at a Loſs what Means 
to make Uſe of to obtain it, then our Hope 
is attended with Suſpenſe or F — tle 
Mad. When this is overcome, the Mind 
kels it ſelf in a State 1 Negclution ad ice, 
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Tf Fear be mingled with Surprize, or ariſe 
on a ſudden to any violent Degree, it gains As 
the Name of Terror or Confternation. When Fu 
it ſettles into a Habit it maintains a moſt if 
dreadful and inſupportable Tomy over 
the 6s 4 3 
Deſire a manif emſelves by ar an 
Four the Arms to receive the - 
Good deſired, by an intent Fixation of the 
Eye on the Perſon from whom we expett it; 
_ breathing and panting after the Obje& of 
our Deſires, by a chearſul Countenance, and 
the Joys of Hope intermingled with earneſt 
Wiſhes, and an Impatience of Poſſeſhon. 
Fear — it ſelf by Paleneſs of the 
Linking ofthe Spirits, trembling of the Limbs 
Agonies of Nature and Fainting. - Many a 
Perſon bas died with Fear. Sometimes it 
rouzes all Nature to exert it ſelf in ſpeedy 
Flight, or other Methods, to avoid the ap- 
proaching Evil; ſudden Terror has 


rfor- 

med Dome: almoſt e of this Kind... — 
wy 2 8 E c 1. XI. = | 
0 713 Fo and Sorrow. 


HEN. the Good: we deſire abs 
ed and ſecured, our Fear and 
ceale, and are turned into Foy: Or if the Evil 
which we would ayoid, be actually come up- 
on us, all our former Hope and Fears about 
it. link into preſent Grief 0 or Sorrow. As Grief 
is the Pain of che! ſo Foy may be cal- 
* the Pleaſure of the Min FIG 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. 35 
When theſe Paſſions are raiſed on a ſud- 
den, and to the higheſt Degree, Joy becomes 
Exultation, and Grief is Horror ; and eſpecially 
if Fear of further Evil attend it. 
When our Joy is derived from ſome co- - 
mical Occaſion or Amuſement, it is Mirth ; 
this is manifeſted by Lawghter - I it riſe from 
ſome conſiderable Oppoſition, that is van- 
quiſhed in the Purſuit of the Good we deſire, 
it gains the honourable Name of Triumph. 
When Joy has ſo often or ſo long poſſeſt 
the Mind, that it is ſettled into a Temper, 
we call it Chearfulneſs or Gaiety of Heart - 
But if Sorrow affect the Conſtitution of the 
Body, and the Temper of the Mind, in this 
Manner, *tis generally join'd with habitual 
Fear, and it is named Dejection of Spirit, or 
Melancholy. This is well deſcribed, a finking 
Sadneſs oppreſſing the whole Man. © 
Good and Evil which are paſt or future, as 
well as what is preſent, will raiſe ſome Degrees 
of Joy and Sorrow, 3 
Evil ſoreſeen gives us Sorrow join'd with 
Fear: Good foreſeen raiſes the Joy of Hope: 
and ſometimes the Joys and Sorrows which 
ariſe from Hope and Fear of Good or Evil 
to come, are greater than thoſe which we 
ſeel from the Good or Evil when it is come. 
In like Manner, the Recollection of for» 
mer Joy gives us ſome Pleaſure that we once 
poſſeſt it, mingled with Pain or Grief that 
it is vaniſhed and gone. So alſo the Remem- 
brance of former 2 2 has ſome — 
8 $2 | 1 
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in it, while it revives them upon the Mind; 


but it is Matter of Joy to think that they 
are finiſhed, and ſhall not return. 
When we rejoice upon the Account of any 
Good, which others obtain, it is called Con- 
gratulati ion. And when we gricve upon the 
Account of Evil, which others endure, it is 
Pity and Sympathy : And this reaches even to 
Objects where there is no Hope of Relief. 
Congratulation is Benevolence and Cs united; 


as Benevolence and Sorrow united grow in- 


to Pit) 
But there is a wicked paſſt jon called Exvy, 
which ſtands in direct Oppoſition to Pity and 


Congratulation. Envy takes Pleaſure in ſeeing | 


others made unhappy ; and it grieves and is 
uneaſy that others mould enjoy Proſperity 
and Peace. The very Nature of it is Foy or 
Sorrow mix d with Malice It generally wears 
a ſour and uneaſy Countenance, tho' ſome- 
times it puts on a malignant Joy. Some» 
times it awakens a ſpightful Sneer, and 
diſpoſes to biting Jeſts. Tis a moſt hateful 


_ Paſſion or Temper of Mind, for 'tis not only 


odious to all others, but it waſtes the very 
Life, and deſtroys the Comfort of him that 
Carries it in his Holm. a 

Vexation and Fretfulneſs is an active, buſy, 
and galling Sort of Sorrow, that hangs about 
the Spirit, teaſes it, and makes it reſtleſs, 
and it is generally join d with Anger againſt 
our ſelyes or others. But tis Time now to 
enumerate ſome of the common and natural 
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The natural Signs of Foy are a Vivacity of 
the Spirits, a ſparkling Eye, a florid and ſmiling; 
Countenance, a raiſed Head, an erect Poſture 
of Body, a pleaf: t Freedom of Speech, and 
ſometimes it inclines the Lips to Harmony 
and a Song; and ſometimes alſo it raiſes the 
Voice to Shouting, and the Perſon exults or 
leaps for Gladneſs of * Upon ſome 


tender Occaſions Love and Joy join together, ; 


and produce Tears. 
The Symptoms and Effects of Sorrow are 
cloſing and heavy Eye-lids, a dead Paleneſs 


on the Cheeks and Ling Eyes flowing with 


Tears, or dim and waſted with weeping, an 
Affectation of Solitude, fitting in Darkneſs 
and Silence, or lying on the Ground in an 
abject Poſture, an Averſion to Buſineſs, a 
cold Indifference to every Pleaſure, a N gle: 
of Food and Dreſs, of Ornaments and De- 
lights, and a waſting of Life and the tire- 
ſome Hours of it in Sighs and Groans: and 
bitter Complaints, Heretofore, among the 
Jews, as well as ſome other Nations, deep 
Sorrow was manifeſted by . plucking off the 
Hair of the Head and Beard, by tearing the 
Garments, by putting on Sackeloth : fit” 
ting in Aſhes. KH 
From natural Joy and Sonam Lam led to 
other Kinds of this Pair of Paſſions, which 
may be called moral Joy and Sorr pp. 
Moral Foy is a Selſ-a 4 — or a Com- 
placency in ſelf on the Account of good Actions 
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ay by us: This is called Peace Fade 


FF 


> cen; if it riſe high ray by 

called Glory. Fac 
_ » Moral Sorrow is the inward diCapprobati. ſort 
on or reproof of our own Conſciences, on Sor, 
the Account of ſome evil Action we have for 
been guilty of, It is a Diſplicence with our- Ne 
ſelves, and an inward Remor/e, or Trouble | 
of Mind for our own ill Conduct; and when I tha 
it riſes high, tis a terrible Paſſion indeed, and be 


3 the Anguiſb e. Conſcience. are 
moral 224 or Self-approbation is expreſt ma 
a ſerene and — © Countenance, a if 


x. 9 Pleaſure on * Face, and univerſal or 
Eaſe, ſo this moral Sorrow or Remorſe riſes ſo Fri 
high ſometimes as not only to vent itſelf in we] 


Sighs and Tears, but in tearing the Hair, ' 
in beating the Breaft in hollow-haggard Eyes, this 
In hideous Wailings, Self-curſings, and gna Mo, 


ing one's Fleſh ; eſpecially when it is Join'd a \ 
wiuith Deſpair of Pardon or Relief ; and it whi 
ſometimes ends in Self-murder. any 
As inward Senſations of Glory frequently to 1 
attend moral Joy, ſo Shame is a fr requent Con- ed 
comitant of this moral Sorrow, or it may be thir 
call'd one Species of it; for as all moral is a 
Sorrow ariſes from a Confeiouſneſs of having and 
done ſome evil Action, fo Shame ariſes from or | 
a Conſciouſneſs of having an Action noc 
which is diſhonourable, contrary to the Dig- ple 
nity of our Nature, or to our good Charac- Vit 
ter in the Eſteem of God or Men, It is ma- 
niſeſted by avoiding Company, by down-caſt 
| Eg by hiding the m_— or g i 
. 3 | : en 
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When it ariſes high, it is call'd Confuffon of 
Face and Soul, for it puts all Nature into a 
fort of Tumult and Confuſion. Shame and 
Sorrow ſhould always join in true Repentance 
for Sin, whether againſt God or againſt our 
Neighbour. eee . 360 
Let it be noted alſo, that if any thing 
that is counted diſhonourable among Men 
be charged upon us, or imputed to us, tho we 
are innocent, it excites Shame And one 
may feel the Paſſion of Shame alſo ariſing, 
if any thing diſhonourable be imputed to, 
or done by our Parents, or Kindred, or 
Friends, or Country, or Sect, or Party, as 
well as by ourſelves, 
There is another Paſſion ſomething a«kin to 
this, which is alſo call'd Shame or Baſhfulneſs or 
Modeſty, and which appears in Bluſhes. Tis 
a very honourable and becoming Paſſion, 
which ariſes upon the Name or Mention of 
any thing diſhonourable, tho' not imputed 
to us, or to any that belong to us: It is raiſ- 
ed alſo by the Appearance or Practice of any - 
thing lewd or ſcandalous in Company : It 
is a kind of Sorrow mingled with Diſplicence 
and Averfion to the thing which is ſpoken of, 
or practiſed: Tis the natural Guard of In- 
nocence and Honour, eſpecially in young Peo- 
ple; and the 100 is call'd the Colour of 
Vun | 
There is alſo a ſort of Baſhfulneſs or Shame- 
facedneſs, which young People are oſten ex- 
poſed to when they come into ſtrange Com- 
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pany, when they are in the preſence of their 
Superiors, or when they are call'd to ap 

or act in Publick, which ariſes from Self-dif- 


fdence, and from want of Courage, This ap- 


pears in Bluſhing, or ſometimes in Paleneſs, 
or Trembling and Confuſion, and brings a 
ſtop on the Voice or frequent Heſitation in 
Speech. When it ariſes to ſuch a Degree it 
ought to be overcome, leſt it prevent all 
publick U ſeſulneſs for want of a becoming 
Aſſurance, 


Gratitude and Anger. 


NGER is the next moſt noted Paſſion, | 


and it is uſually named without any 
oppoſite : But I think Gratitude ſtands in a 
proper oppoſition to it as will appear imme- 
diately. 


Both theſe have a reſerence to ſuch Ob- 


jects as are ſuppoſed to act with ſome Degree 
of Free- will or Voluntarineſs; for we are not 


ſaid to be angry with the Stone or the Sword | 


that wounds us; nor can we properly be 
grateful to the Ointment which heals our 
Wound. 1 
Anger is generally made up of Diſplicenq 
and ſome Degree of Malevolence ; for if any 
Perſon ſeeks to hinder or prevent us from 
obtaining the Good we deſire, if he ſeeks to 
diſpoſſeſs us of the Good we enjoy, or en- 
deavours to bring upon us the Evil we would 
| ayoid, 
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avoid, we are diſpleaſed with him, and we 
would have ſome Evil inflicted upon him; 
this we — Anger or. Reſentment, And this 
is ſometi minently call'd gn, as I 
have 2 in the Beginning of this 
Treatiſe. ye? 

When] deſcribed Anger, as including * 
Degrees of Malevolence in it, this does not 
always mean the wiſhing or deſigning of real 
Miſchief to the —— Party; for Pa- 
rents are angry with the Children whom 
they love fondly, and wiſh them no other 
Hurt but ſome preſent Pain, to amend and 
cure their Folly. 

If Anger riſe to a very high Degree, it is 
Wrath, — and Rage; and it is call'd a 


ſhort Madneſs, becauſe ſome Perſons under 


the violent Influence of this Paſſion fling a- 


bout every thing that comes. in their way, 
and appear for a time as tho' they were void 


of Reaſon: And ſome Perſons, . by an ex- 
ceſſive Indulgence of it, have grown di- 
ſtracted. | 

If Anger ariſing on ſome particular Occa- 
ſion continue ſo long as to be fix d and root- 
ed in the Heart, and refuſe all Accommoda- 
tion or Reconciliation, it is ſometimes call'd 
Rancour, and the Attendant or Effe& of it is 
Spite, Whence Anger and Reſentment are 
perpetually ready to ariſe on every little Oc- 
caſion, this is a ſettled Temper rather than 
a Paſſion, and it is has the Name of Feu. 
64% or a froward Humour. 4 
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If the Object of our Auger be beneath us, 
ſo that we count it an Indignity to ſuffer 
any thing from ſuch a Perſon, it gains the 
name of Indignat ion. 151 
All Anger is by no means ſinful; it has 
many times a Deſign to reclaim and recover 
the Offender from Sin and Danger; but when 
it grows ſo violent againſt any Perſon as evi- 
dently to ſeek and contrive to bring Evil 
n another, and has no deſign of Benefit 

to the Offender, it is properly term'd Re- 
venge or Vengeance. This is always criminal 
in a en re Perſon: The Laws of Chriſtia- 
nity forbid it utterly. And even when a pub- 
lick Ruler puts the Vengeance of the Law in 
Execution, and takes awa 
Malefactor for the Good of the reſt of the 
World, it ſhould be done without the Paſſi- 
on of private Anger; he ſhould rather exer- 


ciſe his own Piry to the Offender, even when | 


he condemns him to dye, and make him a 
Sacrifice to the publick Vengeance. 
Anger when riſing is prevented by a Spirit 
of Meeknefs and Forbearance; and when raiſed, 
It 18 ſubdued by a Spirit of Forgiveneſs. 
Gratitude ſeems to ſtand in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to Anger, for it is made up of Compla- 
cence and Benevolence upon the Occaſion of 
Good received from another. 77 955 
When a Perſon has conferr'd any Benefit 
upon us, and we have an Inclination upon 
that account to confer ſome Benefit u 
him, we call this Gratitude. The reverſe of 
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this is Ingratitude, which is no Paſſion but a 
Temper which inclines Perſons to neglect 
| former Benefits received, and make no Ac- 
knowledgments nor due Returns of Kind- 
neſs; When it riſes very high it returns E- 
vil for Good, which is a moſt hateful and cri- 
minal Temper and Conduct: Yet. this has 
no diſtin Name, for the of Men 
have not yet found a harder Name than Un- 
grateful. 
Gratitude 1s a gentle Principle, and makes 
little Commotion in Nature, beſides a ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure when our Benefactor is happy, 
and it excites our Contrigance and active En- 
deayours to make him ſo. Anger is a more 
tumultuous Paſſion, and renders itſelf gene- 
rally viſible by many outward. Symptoms, 
Sometimes it looks red and fiery, ſometimes 
and wan : It flames or — in the 
es, it wrinkles the Brow into thick Frowns, 
it enlarges the Noſtrils and makes them 
heave, it fills the Tongue with ſhort ſpight- 
ful Words or noiſy Threatnings, and the 
Hand with Weapons of Violence to aſſault 


the Offender; and ſometimes it cauſes a Tre- 
mor thro? all the Limbs. ? 


But here it may be proper to take notice 
of two ſorts of Anger or Reſentment which 
2 wont to ariſe in ng — have 

empers and Complexions, and which have 
ſome different —.— and Effects. 
The Fir is ſudden and vehement, ir diſco- 
vers itſelf in a Moment, it Nu in wy 
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Face, it ſparkles in the Eyes, it awakens the 


Tongue to ſharp Reproaches, and the Hand 


to Fadden Revenge. This may be found in 
Perſons that have much Love and Goodneſs 
in their Temper ; and this violent Reſent- 
ment is much ſooner appeaſed, the angry 
Perſon is more eaſily reconciled to the Of- 
fender, and aſham'd of his wn Paſſion. 
The Second ſort of Anger is not ſo violent 
in its riſe, it ſpreads a Paleneſs over the 
Countehanice, it is ſilent and ſullen, and the 
angry Perſon goes on from Day to Day 
with a gloomy Aﬀpe@and a four” and un- 
eaſy Carriage, averſe to ſpeak to the Offen- 
der, unleſs it be now and then a Word or 
two of a dark and ſpightful Meaning: The 
vicious Paſſion dwells upon the Soul and 
frets and preys upon the Spirits: It inelines 
the Tongue to teaze the Offender with a Re- 
petition of his Crime in a ſly manner upon 
certain Seaſons and Occurrences, and that ſor 
Weeks and Months after the Offence, and 
ſometimes for Years. This ſort of Wrath 
ſometimes grows up into a ſettled Malice and 
Rancour, and is ever contriving Revenge and 
Miſchief. May divine Grace form my Heart 
in a better Mold, and deliver me from this 
vile Temper and Conduct 2 5 

Thus 1 have briefly run thro' the Paſſions 
deſcribing i in a ſew Words their Nature and 


Combinations, their uſual Appearances and 


Effect. There are many other combin'd 


Paſſions beſides thoſe which I have mention- 
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ed; for the Motions of the Mind and Fer- 
ments of the Blood and Juices in Man are 
exceeding ſwift and capable of almoſt infi- 
nite Varieties. The ſhort View which I have 
given may enable ſome Readers to ſorm a 
better Judgment of Human Nature, and its 
various Powers and Infirmities: And by a 
wiſe Inſpection into their own Hearts, and 
tan Obſervation of what paſſes there, as well as 
je by converſe with the World, they may much 
ane further improve themſelves inthe Knowledge 
y of Mankind, and learn their own "In | 
n and their * 12 
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nd 
nes IN CE the Paſſions are certain Princi- 
le- | ples or Powers in human Nature, which 


include in them ſome Commotions of Fleſh 


for and Blood, as well as ſome Operations of the 
nd Mind, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the 
ath Deſign of our Creator in working them into 
ind our Conſtitution was for the Service both of 


the Mind and the 


art I. They are defign d for the Service of the 
this Boch, becauſe they awaken not only all the 

animal Powers, but the Thoughts and Con- 
ont, trivances of the Mind, to prevent whatſoever 
and is burtful to the Body, and to procure what 


is pleaſant and uſeful for its Support or Safe 
ty that is, in more * e Language, 
to * Good, or avoid Evil. 

While 
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While our Body is in ſuch a feeble State, 
ſurrounded with Dangers and liable to ſo ma- 
ny troubleſome Accidents, Diſorders, and 
Death, God has not only furniſhed us with 
the Senſations of ' Pleaſure and Pain, to give 
us ſpeedy notice of what hurts or relieves 
the Body, but he has alſo given us the Paſſ- 
ons of Foy and Sorrow, of Deſire and Averſſon, 
to aſſiſt in this Work, that the Body may be 
better provided with what is neceſſary: to its 
Health and Life, and may be better guarded 
- againſt the Danger of Wounds and Bruiſes, 
Diſtempers and Death. I ſhall ſay no more 
of their uſe relating to the Boah. 

II. The Paſſions may be made alſo of con- 
ſiderable Service to the Mind, while it dwells} 
in this emhodied State: For tho' they do 
not inform us what is Good for the Soul, and} 
what is Evil; yet when Reaſon has judg'd} 
what is Evil and what is Good, the Paſſions} 
are ready to lend their vigorous Aſſiſtance to 
avoid or purſue, h 'Fhey fix all the natural 
Spirits and the Thoughts of the Mind ftrong-| 
ly upon thole Objects which excite them, and 
with a ſudden call they awaken and excite 
all the Powers of Nature to act agrecably. to 
them. If the Object be uncommon and haf 

any thing in it rare and wonderful, the Paſ| 
lion of Admiration fixes the Mind to conſidet 
it with ſtrong Attention. If the Object ap- 
pear to be Good, the Paſſion of Love deter- 
mines the Mind to purſue it with Vigor, and 
if it be Evil, the Paſſion of Hatred excites us 


gethet with 
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to uſe bur utmoſt Skill and Force to avoid 
things of Fleſh 


it, ad that- not only in the 
and Senſe whi 11 8 to this bodily Life, but 
in things 0 VR Fieual N TY and of i 
and eternal ncern. Ane 

The painful Paſſions have * aſe ag N 
as the Hleaßint ones. It is granted indee 
that there. are 2. Paſſions which taken | 
Objects have obtained, * 12 5 


culiar Names, 100 ma roperly ca 
vicious and immoral; 8 prove 90 0 of, n 
uſe, but ought to be aboliſh'q and r 2 
out; ſuch are Pride, Malice, Envy, pes 
Theſe could neyer belong to Man in a State 
of Innocence. There are other Paſſions, ſuch 


as Fear, Shame, Sorrow, and Anger, which 
painful : and how far theſe 


are unealy and 
might be found 3 in innocent Man I. will Hot 
now ſtand to enquire. Yet while we dwell in 
this fallen and mortal State, beſet with b 
many Eyils, Dangers, Enemies, and Temp- 
tations on every ſide, theſe painful Aﬀeti- 
ons will be found neceſſa 
in this Life, and to our Pre 
better, 1 

While we live anche numerous Dangeth 
Bibs | is a very neceſſary Principle to ke 


always upon our Guard ; while we abide 45 


World where there are ſo many of our 
Fa ow Creatures ready to oppreſs and i injure 
us, che great Author of our Beings faw it 
proper to mix up Anger and Reſentment with 
our Conſtitution, that 1 . be awaken- 


* 


to our Welfare | 
paration for 3 
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ed to defend ourſelves againſt Injury, and 
make Opprefſors fear to aſſault us. While 
we are ready to expoſe ourſelyes to many 
Grievances and Diſtreſſes by gur own Folly, 
God has ordain'd Sorrow to attend all theſe 
Diſtreſſes, and Shame to attend ſome of 
them, partly that we might be awaken'd to 
renounce thoſe Follies by a ſhameful” and 
Senſe of the Effects of them, and 
partly. that under every Affliction we mi ight 
excited with more earneſtneſs to ſeek to 
God and Man for Relief. 
I add yet further, While we are in a a ſtate 
of Probation for Eternity, and Heaven and 
Hell are ſet before us, Fear is neceſſary. as 
well as Hope to Keep us from ſinful Practices 
While we have the e Seeds of Sin dwelling in 
us, and are fo often guilty of the Commit: 


| ſion of it, Sorrow, A and Repentance, 


are very proper and appointed means towards 
our recoyery to divine Fayour, and to te- 
new'd Holineſs : And tis very reaſonable 
that we ſhould be 4 pleaſed ind an 2 . 


ourſelves when we have yielded to 


ſo our Treſpaſſes may be made bitter 50 


grie vous to us on all ſides, and that thereby 
we might be better ſecured from the Repe- 


tition of ſinful Practices, and the Influence 
of new Temptations. 


Let it be obſerved alſo, that as Rey and 


Anger, and Sorrowand other troubleſome Paſ- 
fions are defign'd to ſecure us from Evil, fo 


the more . 5 e of Nature, fuch 


a 
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as Hope and Love and Yoy, render our Liſe 
more comfortable, and make the 'Troubles 


of it more tolerable by their agreeable Mix- 

e ture. They have alſo a happy tendency to 

1 make many of the Duties of the civil Liſe 

ws and Religion eaſy and delightful, and there- 

d by allure us to the Practice of them. Both the 

a pleaſant and the painful Paſſions may be hap- 

+ pily engag'din the Intereſts of God andReligi- 

E. on, as will appear in the following Diſcourſes. 

? Thus we ſee how much the Affections have 

te to do in the active Parts of human Life: But 

ad they have very little to do in Matters of Spe- 

pu Sly. and Judgment, ns will roo 

12 

7 12 tis the ery Naser ber Müh 

1 fix all our natural Powers with the ſtrongeſt 

197 Attention tothe Object of them, and particu- 

5 larly to thoſe Properties that raiſed 

rt they do generally encreaſe the firſt Appre- 

re- 

bie henſion we had of the Object, whether it be 

well | rev and confirm the firſt Judgment 1 
Kind e paſſed upon it, whether we apprehend 

4 the Object to be Good or Evil, *Tis evident "= 
25 chat Fear, Anger, Hatred, Sorrow, all tend 

ere to impreſs our Minds more poweriully with 
per a ſenſe of the Evil contain'd in the Object, 
enge i and to repreſent it in its worſt Colours: And 
in che fame manner Hope, Love, Deſire, De. 

light, and Foy, e us more erful⸗ : 
ly 'that the Objed of them is Good, and ra- 


2 add new * ar Fea hn} it. All the 
e deriy d from Love or Hatred tend to 


E 2 repre- 


$2- A ort and plain Account 
e the Good or Evil of the Object to 

be greater and more important than really it 
is; I mean chiefly in temporal things. 
Hlence it follows, with great evidence, 
that the Paſſions are not fit to be our Guides 
in determining Truth and Falſhood ; they 
were never given us to ſearch out the true 
Nature of things, or to judge concerning 
their Qualities, or the Degree of them. For 
in order to judge aright, we muſt conſider, 
with an impartial View, all the Properties 
and Circumſtances of any Object, and at- 
tend to all the reaſonings that belong to it, 


both on one ſide and on the other; whereas 


every Paſſion confines our Thoughts only to 
one {ide of the Queſtion: Tis the Nature of 
Paſſion to fix our Minds only on thoſe Pro- 
perties, Qualitics, and Circumſtances that 
firſt raiſed it, and to make them appear 
more conſiderable; and indeed it ſuffers us 


not to attend with Impartiality to any thing 


elſe. Paſſion generally tends to make us 
blind and deaf to all Circumſtances and Rows 
lungs but thoſe which confirm itſelf, / 
Loet us ask ourſelves, when we have wack 
angry on a ſudden, have we not during the 


reign of that Paſſion ſuppoſed the Offence 


to be much more heinous than our calm 


Reaſon has judged after the fit of Paffion 
hen our Fears have been raiſed 


Was overd - 
high, has not the Danger aj bd more for- 
midable than really it was? «7 ri 

* Sous was vader the Power of _ 


r 


of the Paſſions; „ Nathial Agia; 83 


he fajd, he did well to be angry, even with 
. God himſelf : A falſe and ſhameful Saying ! 
When David was in a continual Fright and 
Fear 'of Death under the Perſecutions of Saul, a 
he fad, 4 Men are Liars, even Samuel, Who 
ied him the Kingdom by Inſpiration : - 
But his Faith afterward confated his Fears, 
Fear makes a Mole-hill look like a Moun- 
tain ; but Courage _ — turn a Mountain 
into a Mole-hill. ortens the Time, 
ſo that a Day ae but an Hour or two: 
Sorrow, makes W Hour ſeem tedious as a 
Day. 
e we find then how it comes to 
that thoſe who follow the Dictates of 
Paſſions, ſcarce ever judge right, or 85 
well, for they put themſelves under the biaſs 
of theſe po ee Commotions of Nature, 
which lean all to one ſide, and thereby they 
fall into perpetual Prejudices and Miſtakes. 
Yet the <Poſſns are of admirable and moſt 
important uſe in the Life of Man, and a 
Chriſtian + For tho they were not given to 
tell us what is Good, and what is Evil, yet 
when our LED, upon a calm ſurvey, ho 
paſſed a ju | Judgment concerning things, 
whether they are Good or Evil, the Paſſions 
(asT before intimated) are thoſe lively, warm, 
and vigorous Principles and Powers in our 
Nature, which animate us to purſue the Good, 
and avoid the Evi; and that with vaſtly 
greater Speed and Diligence than the mere” 
cal and indolent Dictates of Reaſon would 
1 | ever 


ve 


$4. A ſort and plain deut 
ever do. By this means when the Paſſions 
are once ſet right, they become exceeding 
ſerviceable to us in things that relate to. God, 
and to our Neighbour, as well as to ourſelves * 
*Tis on this Account they are ſo uſeful to us 
in Afﬀairs of the utmoſt Importance that 
concern this Life, and the Life to come. _ 


Of. the Regulation and Government of the 


"THE whole Art of regulating the Paſſion 


confiſts in theſe four things, viz. 1, 4 
Power to prevent and ſubdue all thoſe which are 
unlawful. 2. To excite thoſe which are inno- 
cent and uſeful to 4 juſt Degree on proper Oc- 
cafions. 3. To withold or ſuppreſs them when 
7 150 out towards improper Objects. And, 


- 
- 


gular Degree. But it muſt be confeſſed, that 


with regard to the things of this Life, and 


the Objects of Fleſh and Senſe, our Paſſions 
for the moſt part want to be ſuppreſſed and 
', moderated, rather than to be excited or in- 
dulged. Thence it comes to paſs that the 


Government of the Paſſions is much more ſre- 
quently deſcrib'd by the Power to moderate 
and ſubdue them, than by the Art of raiſ- 


Since the Paſſions are made up of the Fer- 


ments of the Blood, and the Commotions of 
animal Nature, as well as the Operations of. 


the 


- 


4. To moderate them when they rife to an irre- 


le Paſſions, or Natural Affection. 55 
the Mind, they do not lie entirely under the 
command of the Will; we cannot ſtir up 
and ſuppreſs theſe Ferments of animal Na- 
ture hy a ſovereign Act of Volition when we 
pleaſe. But it may be done by the Confide- 
ration of Truth For as the Paſſions are raiſed 
by Perceptions of the Mind, 1o we may by 
degrees raiſe or ſuppreſs the Paſſions, by ap- 
plying our Minds to the Perception of thoſe 
Objects, or thoſe Truths, which are ſuited to 
theſe Purpoles. DL SC 
If a Soldier is aſſaulted by an Enemy, he 
cannot ſuppreſs his Fears, nor raiſe his Courage 
by a mere Act of his Will; but when he 
conſiders what is his Character and his Poſt, 
how weak the Enemy is, and how much 
nobler it is to defend himſelf than to fly, and 
what Honour is gain'd by Victory, and what 
Shame attends Cowardice and Submi 
theſe Truths repreſented to the Mind, diſ- 
perſe his Fears, raiſe his Courage, and he re- 
ſolves upon the Fight. e 
But fince there are many ways of regula - 
ting theſe active Powers of Nature, I ſhall 
propoſe ſome of the chief of them in this 
Order. (1.) I will mention a general Rule 
or two for the Regulation of the three pri- 
mitive Paſſions. (a.) Propoſe ſome parti- 
cular Truths and Rules with which the Mind 
ſhould be eyer furniſh'd, as Preſeryatives a= 
gainſt the Riſe, the Exceſs, or Irregularity 
of ſome particular Paſſions. (3.) Lay down. 
ſome uniyerſal Directions, which relate 
2 E 4 a to 
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56 x it ſhort and pin 4 Account 
to all the Paſſions, and the Wwe of 
them. 1 | | 


e XV. | 
General Rules about the Primitive Paſſions. 


ET me mention 4 general Rule or 
two for the Regu lation of the three 
Primitive Paſſions | 
Me have ſeen in the foregoing Pages that 
the moſt general primitive Paſſions are Ad- 
miration, Love, and Hatred; and the Objects 
that raiſe them muſt appear to us to be either 
Uncommon, or Good, or Evil. . * 
The way to guard us againſt exceſſive Al. 
miration, or a fooliſh gazing and wondering 
at every thing, is to get a large Acquaintance 
with things, (via.) to learn the various works 
of Nature, the appearances of Providence, the 
occurrences of human Life, and the affairs of 
| Mankind, both b Obſervation and diligent 
Reading, and by fr fl ee and publick Converſati- 
on. When we have attains ſuch a general 
Knowledge fewer things will appear , new, 
rare, and uncommon ; and we ſhall not be fo 
ready to ſtare and wonder at every thing, nor 
be ſurpriz'd ſo often as we were When our 
Knowledge was leſs. 

Yet ſince Admiration or Wonder when well 
regulated, is a very pleaſing Pa Non, we may 
always find ſomething ſufficient and worthy 
to raiſe this agreeable Senſation, if we will 


W fill, and make further Searches 5 
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ſuch pe 
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to the works of. God, and 3 dive 
deeper into the Philoſophy of Nature, into 
the natural Hiſtory: r in the Hea- 
vens, and on the Earth ; ; and eſpecially if 
we contemplate the Nature and PerfeQions 
of God, -« amazing Inſtances of his Pro- 
vidence and Grace which he has manifeſted 
in his Word. Some of theſe Objects will 
afford Matter of eternal Wonder and Plea- 


| ſure to Men and An gels in a future World, 


Love and Hatred are the next primitive 
Paſſions ;,. Good and Evil are their Objects: 
Now the way to ſecure us from irr 6 
Exerciſes of Love or Hatred, and all 2 in- 
finite Train of Affections that d 
them, is 0 form a right Judgment of Good 
and Evil: The true Reaſon why the Multi- 
tudes of Mankind become ſo ſinſul and ſo 
miſerable, by fixing their Paſſions on impro- 
per Objects, or by — — them to an exceſ- 
ſive Degree, is CS. they are guilty of 
rpetual Miſtakes in cheir Judgment, 
of what is Evil, and what is Good, as well as 
about. the ſeveral Degrees of Good and Evil. 
We are ever deceiving ourſelves by vain Sha= 
dows and Appearances of Good: And while 
Trifles and Vanitics, or Sin and Miſchief 
3 Miſery appear in the Shape and 
c Good, we awaken our warmeſt 
2 in the purſuit of it. 
we lee one Man with his Hop and 
his Fears, his Deſires, his Joys and Sollici- 
rudes * engaged about a Gaming tile. a 
Miltreſs, 


38 A ort aui pluin Account 
Miſtreſs, or a Place of Honour at Court, 
we may be ſure theſe things ſtand high in his 
Eſteem among the Ranks of Good; while at 
at the fame time he neglects Virtue and Re- 
ligion, his Cloſet and his Bible, and all the 
Bleſſings of the heavenly World. He has 
none of his Paſſions imploy'd about theſe 
things, becauſe among his Ideas of Good they 
have but a low Rank, or perhaps they are 
deſpiſed, as having no G90g"1 in them, „ i. e i 
nothing agreeable to him. 

A fluttering Beau is ever ſollicitous about 
Dreſs and publick Appearances; an Antiqua- 
ry ſpends his Days among Medals and anci- 
ent Parchments, 'Tombs and Inſcriptions ; 
a Critick waſtes his Life in correftin g Let- 
ters and Syllables, in placing and diſplacing 
A's and B's; a Vertuoſo is always employ” 
among his Shells and his Foffils, his Worms 


and his Butter-flies ; and an idk 7; 22 "wr 


dwells in Coffec-howſes, feeds uo 
papers, and ſquanders away his 
mong the Wars and the Treaties 
the Counſels and the Cam 
and the Ceremonies of 

of them have their Pa 

ſeveral choſen Objects, which 1 they call Good, 


while aps every one of them lets the 
Affairs of his Family 


2 


meer get 


Soul and Eternity. 
. Men Judge hat is Good = them. 


igns of Europe, 
All 

gd on their 

run at Random, or 


neglects the more important Intereſts of his 
You ſee how ſtrangely 
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t. Jain, among Perſons that profeſs Religi- 
5 Re and mean to be Chriſtians, we find ſome 
e. their Hopes and Fears and Joys, upon little 
ke Kites and Forms, Feaſts and Faſtings, upon 
ag the diſtinguiſhing Phraſes and Opinions of 
ſe ſome narrow Set or Party, while Faith and 
ey Honeſty, Love to God and Man, the Devo- 


re tien of the Heart, and Holineſs of Life are 


p too mug} forgotten... You may judge here- 
by whayit is they call good in Religion, and 


they have ranged 


42 their Ideas, and their Value of Things. 
ei- If we would cure our ſelves of theſe Fol- 


s » lies, and wiſely imploy all our Paſſions upon 
2 . . 
t- proper Objects, and that in a due Degree, 
o let us take the utmoſt Care to gain a juſt 
Eſtimate of all the Objects we converſe with, 
that we may neither over- rate nor undervalue 
them: we muſt prefer God above Creatures, the 
Soul above the Body, eternal Things above 
temporal. Let Godand Religion, Jeſus Chriſt 
and the Goſpel, divine Grace . and heavenly 
Glory, ſtand uppermoſt and hold the higheſt 


5. and beſt Place among all our Ideas of Good - 
JEN Let Sin and Folly, the Devil and his Temp- 
od, tations, Anguiſh of Conſcience and Hell, be 


counted the greateſt and worſt of Zvils: And 
let every Thing elſe be ranged in our Eſteem, 
according to their Relation to or Influence 
upon theſe 5% and uu, of Objects. Suffer 
nothing that relates merely to this mortal 


with Things infinite and eternal. Re- 
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and periſhing Life, to come in Competition 
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-Reſhetnber alſo among the Affairs of "il 


ligion, to ſet the neceſſary Truths and Duties 
of it in your Efteem, above all the unne- 
ceſſary Opinions, the Modes and Forms and 
| Appendices of it. 1 H 6215 

Ankain, among the Thi ngs that belong to 
this World, and our preſent Welfare, make 
a wiſe Diſtinction between the Neceſlaries of 
Life and the Conveniencies of it, between 
the Supports of Life and the Ornaments, 
between the Buſineſs of Life and the Amuſe- 
ments of it, between the Duties and the Di- 
verſions; form your Judgment about all theſe 
Things, "at men Seaſons when you are calm 
and ſedate, and free from the Influence oſ any 
Paſſion: And according to the Rank of 
Worth or Goodneſs in which your unbis'd 
Reaſon has plac'd all theſe Things in your 
Eſteem, let your Actions of Life be conducted, 
* all you ern be FS — 
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Po roatives againſt the irregular Exercj 7 7 
ſome particular Paſſions. . 5 


11. T HE ſcond Thing which yioge- 
{ed in order to regulate the Paſſi- 


ons, Was to exhibit ſome ſpecial 7ruths, and 
ſome particular Rules, with which the Mind 


ſhould be ever furniſhed, againſt the Exceſs 


or Irregularity of particular and 
Paſſions. But I ſhall not ſet all theſe Truths 


— e in ne _ _—_ moſt 
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of the Rules are büt a Conſideration of ſome 
proper Truths. 

The Partieukr Paſſions to which our Na- 
tures are very prone, and which lead us often 
far aſtray from Virtue- and Happineſs, are 
chiefly theſe, (viz.) Pride in our ſelves and 
Scorn of others, Malice and Envy againſt our 
Neighbour, exceſſive Love and Fondneſs of par- 
ticular Objects, Fear, Sorrow, and Anger a 
Revenge. Some of theſe are to be prevented 
or ſuppreſſed: entirely, (viz.) Pride, Malice, 
Envy, Revenge; others muſt be governed 
the Principles of Reaſon and Religion, (viz.) 
Fear, Anger, Sorforh\ &c. If we. can regu- 
late all theſe wiſely, it will 804 great 97 
toward Virtue and Felicity. ot mon 


1 Rales to | ſabdue. Pride _ Kom. 


Hink oſten what you Fae and 
what you ſhall be. 

Conſider what you were. What was your 
Original different from others? are you not 
formed of common Earth? made. of one Fleſh 
and Blood with other Men? Shall a little 
finer Houſe or finer Cloaths, make a Worm 
vain among his Fellow- worms, and rempe 
him to ſcorn his Kindred?ꝰ? 

Conſider what you ſhall be. Tom Fleſh 
returns to Corruption and common Earth 
again; nor ſhall your Duſt be 8 
ſrom the meaneff Beggar or Slave; no, nor 
from the Duſt of Brutes and Inſects, or che 
moſt ee ge of hogs i And as ew 

Wb: ellis} 10 abi 
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for your Soul, that muſt ſtand before: God in 
the World of Spirits, on a Leyel with the 
reſt of and diveſted of all your 
haughty and flattering Circumſtances. None 
of your vain Diſtin&ions in this Life ſhall at- 
tend you to the Judgment Seat. Keep this 
Tribunal in view, and Pride will wither. 
2. If you have any fancied Advantages a- 
boye others, remember whence you derived 
them. Who js it. made you. to.differ from. the 
meaneſt and vileſt of Mortals? If yoo have 
received all from God, why do ye e e 
look big, as th you had. uot 075 Prin og 
3. Set your ſe elf oſten in the Preſence of 
Gol. Think how mean and contemptible 
you are in his Sight. Learn Humility this 
Way as Yob did, who abhor'd himſe if in ; Du 
and Alen when he law God in his My 
and Glory 
4. Think on the lotions Condeſcenfion of 
Jaſas the Son of God, who was tlie "exp 4-74 
Image of his Father, and Brightneſs of of his 


ther”s Glory, and yet put on our feeble Fleſh il © 


and Blood, to dwell wich Men, and to die 
ſor them. The Man Feſas united to God, is 

the higheſt of Creatures and yet the humbleſt. 
Fix your Thoughts on the amazing Inſtan- 
ces of his Humility, and imitate fo Bir and 
Wine a Pattern. 

5. Survey the Things that raiſe your. Pride, 
and conſider how vain they are. Is it Siduer 
and Gold? the Duſt of the Earth! pe | 
TPreaſures! poor Comforters in an Hour o 

inward Diſtreſs, of Sickneſs or Death. Is 


Is it Bea and Youth and Srenghh © what 
withering e axe all els. what, gay 
and dying Vanities, that are waſti ing hourly, 
and 1751 blaſted with an Eaſt Wind! 

Is it Honour and Fame among Men? what | 
an empty Thing is the Breath of Mortals 
how ſubject to change ! how og and feeble 
a Foundation for Pride! Tis ſometimes 
given to the worſt of Men without due Me- 
rit, and EVEN, when: it is beſt _merited, and 


moſt juftly, given, it is but a Seung, that var 


and niſhes into empty 
* Is it high Birth that makes you oy S 
» of i feornful? "This is the Honour of your An- 
ible ceſtors. more than your own, and perhaps it 
this was not raiſed at firſt upon. Virtue ur true 
5,4 Merit; then 'tis a worthleſs 1:6 Thing indeed. 
> Is it your. Knowledge and 7 that puffs 
© * Il you up with Conceit? tis a Jn want. 
of wedge 


one lar 5 French, Os i. e. the 
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ye 
Thoughts of Pride ariſe from 


_-_ any Peg you poſleſs, turn your Eye 
=_ immediately upon ſome of your Failings and 
d, is Follies. This would be a proper Weight put 
left e left one of them be litted 
too 

ward . that Pride keeps the Mind, 
55 ever uneaſy, and fills it with everlaſting Vex=- 
ride, ation, while the meek and humble poſſeſs 
e abundant Peace. The proud Man finds many 
bing more Affronts than his Neighbours, partly; 
Y becauſe * is more e and — 

7% le 


2. 


OP! af 3. 


* 5 ; - * whine a 7 l 5 
N 3 Y 
. he Paſſions, o Natural Aﬀedi 6« | 
1 $1 
5 : 


4 4 258375 Gi 10 ans SF 


becauſe he calls almoſt every Thing an Af. 
front, which the Man of Meckneſs would 
take no Notice of. He is ever fretting, be- 
cauſe he never finds ſo much Reſpect and 
Submiſſion as he deſires and expects. Thus 
he becomes a perpetual Torment to himſelf, 
Learn of me, (ſays the bleſſed Feſus) for Iam 
meek and lowly, and Ye ſhall Jud reſe to your 
. is > | 
8. Think what Miſckiefs have ariſen from 
Pride, chro all Ages of the World, and even 
before this World began. Angels were the 
firſt proud Beings we hear of: Pride, turned 
them into Devils, and ſent them to Hell. 
"Tis on from Pride come endleſs Contentions, 
and Reſentments, Murders, Wars, and' Blood: 
ſhed, thro the Nations of Mankind. © 
9. Remember that God himſelf abhors the 
proud, and dwells with the humble. A Scorner 
of the poor, and a Scoffer at the weak, are 
ſome of the moſt hateful Objects in his Sight. 
10. Think, in the laſt Place, What will 
7 our End, where will be your Dwelling, 
who will be your Company, If God 
ew the proud, and b-hold them with 
Contempt afar of; he will appoint them a 
Place fir diſtant from his own Dwelling, e- 
ven the Place of Torment and Shame, and 
immortal Anguiſh, which he built for the 
eldeſt Sons of Pride. But bleſſed are the humble 
_ poor in _—_ 2 theirs i is the NPs of 
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ARD againſt too * Selfiſhs 
neſs. * Tis a narrow and ſelfiſh: Spi- 
* that leſſens the general Benevolence and 
Goodwill which is due to your Neighbour. 
While, you. arg_896.Jond df Pour füt and-of 
your ow Poſſe „your ;OWN - 
your own Family, your. own Pleaſures, 288 
ill be ever jealous: and ſuſpiciqus chat othetg 
ſtand in your Way, and-yow will too eaſily 
indulge Malice and Envy to xiſe againſt them 
Whereas, if you ahated a little of 2 
love, and increas d and inlarg d | 
12 — — 
and Envy of particular Perſons if N * 
2. Ceußder wt whether the bee, vou ba 
are good or no.. nukk 
Af they are good and pious, your Hatred 
has a double Guilt in it, ſince you are bound 
to love them both as Men: and as, Chriſtiuns. 
Will you hate thoſe whom God loves p will 
you hate thoſe who have the Image of Chriſt? 
and in whom the Spirit of God inhabits ? H 
they have any — Qualities in them, 
let your Charity cover thoſe Faults and Fol- g 
lies: Let yout Thoughts dwell rather upon 7 
their Virtues, and their ſacred Relation 89 'S 
God. This will haye..a happy Influence to 


tum your Hatred into * "Think of tm 
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68 4 fort und plain Accuunt 
as Members of Chriſt, and you cannot hate 
chem if you are of that bleſſed Bod: 
If they are Perſons who neglect Religion, 
and have not the Fear of God, yet they may 
have ſome good Qualities M them, 
moral or ſocial Virtues, or ſome natuifal; * 
cellencies, which may merit your Eftectts, 
and invite your Love: At laſt theſe 
able Qualities may diminiſh your Averſion, 
and abate your Hatred. I confeſs it is the 
Nature of Malice and Envy, to overlook all 
chat is good and amiable in a Perſon, and to 
remark” only” what is evil and hateful : But 
aus is 77 —— Temper of a Chris 
Chriſt our Maſter. There 
was a your A int loved his Riches" þ 
well, chat he refuſed to become a Diſciple, 
Fet our bleſſed Lord faw ſome good ual- 
ties in him, he looked upon bim and * 
Mark N. W SI Dion,! 
But if the Perſons whom you” hag e 
Hoching gocd in them that you can find, then 
they ought to be pitied rather than to de ka 
ted: They are not worthy of your Emp; nor 
do they nbedothe Puniſhraent of our A- 
Ties in this World, who expoſe themſelyes 
10 ie of God in ce 
ed dee eee 
Win you fy, che 
cd, ald 10 Fob Men, that they de- 
Nerve to be Hated ? But conſider, ſpout 


But puniſh'd inie very Reſpect deſeryt, 
3 gilt and ol, 
W t 


/ 
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of the Paſſions, v Natural Aſfections. 67 
what would become of you? Pity them there- 
fore as you hope for Pity... Imitate the Good- 
neſs of your beavenly- Father, who" makes Ms 
Sun ta ſbine, and his. Ruin 10 alt on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt. This is the Rule of Ch 

3. Know that a Soul * Envy and 
Malice, is its Ja Torment. All 
the good Things at are ſpoken of o 
and all the Bleſſings which 1 nc = 
come a Matter of iGrieyanoe and Pain 
envious Spirit. It frets and ve xes at — 
forts of Mankind, it pines away with Ra 
to ſee others happy. ber An 
undeſirable T is this? 4% 

4. Remember that a — Aero 
a is hateful in the Eyes of all Mankind, 
ſor his chief Joy ariſes from the Miſeries of 
his Fellow=creatures; No Body loves ſuch a 
Temper; even thoſe that practiſe it them- 
ſelves hate it in others. Are ybu willing to 
expoſe your ſelf to the Tll-will of Mankind? 
Is it not better to get ithe Love of all Men? 
It is the gentle — — 
we —4 —— ionate Man, who is 
me Object — Love: 

——— let it — ett conſider d, that by in- 
dulging Malice in your Heart againſt others, 
you tempt thoſe Perſons in a cial Manner 
to hate — — and do you knom 

how far their Malice may Pryce violent 
Extravagancies, into Wicked, 5 ſpiteful, and 
revengefuh Practices? Think with your ſelves 


a far 1 ſhare in the Guilt of ſuch Mall- 
F 2 : neſs, 
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68 3 1 
neſs, 10 your Indulgence of Malice and Es- 
vy againſt them. Remember that the Fire 
of Wrath, and the Fire of Love, kindle their 
"own congenial Fires. Kindneſs and Love are 
the moſt effectual Methods to reduce others 
to the Practice of Kindneſs and Love. 

5. Malice and Envy are the ſpecial Sins of 
the Devil: They are his peculiar Image on 
the Soul of Man; e the 
Beginning, and is ſo to this Day. He envied 
the Ha of our firſt Parents i in Paradiſe, 
and contrived their Ruin: He envies us the 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and our Chriſtian * 
Hope, and would fain deſtroy it. Now will an 
vou imitate ſuch a hateful Character, even BY yo 


the Adverſary of God and Man? Are you ; 


fond of bearing his Image? are you willing | 
to become as it were a Devil in Fleſh and 


Blood, rather than imitate the loving and eſt 
the lovely Character of Gd manife of is th ll cy 
Fleſb, even the bleſſed Feſas? Go 
| | 6. cee how naar you are to Death ; 


and Judgment, and the eternal State; and 
dare not venture into Eternity with a mal; = 
cious T „or with an envious Spirit. 
Spiteſul malignant Paſſions are wretched 
Things to appear before the Throne of God. | 
And let it be awfully remember'd too, that 
there is no Cure vided for Ewy and A 
—＋ in 3 orld. 3 af 


of the Paſſions, or Natural Aſfections. Cy 
thy muff be filthy fill, and he that is envious 
2 eta prevailing Degree, muſt 
be envious and malicious ſtill: And what a 

dreadful State will it be to lie under the ever- 
laſting Torment of inward Malice and Envy, 
to fret and rage among fretting and raging 
Spirits, without the leaſt Hope of N 

thro? all the Ages of Eternity? _ III 


ho Ryles to moderate exce oſſeve Love t to - 2%, 


ALL your Love often to Account 

at the Bar of Reaſon and Scripture, 
tocnquire whether the Object of it be proper, 
and the Degree of it reaſonable; and then 


you will the ſooner ſpy out its Irregularities, 
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you BY and Exceſſes of every Kind, and be more 
ling Þ powerfully awakened to watch againft them, 
and BY 2. Think of the U of the high-- 
and BY eſt mortal Good, the Vanity and Infufficiens: 
tl cy of any Thing, of every Thing beneath 


God to make you happy 3 and bear not an 
immortal Fondneſs to Comforts. 
. 3. If you are entangled with the exceſs: 
b ſive Love or Deſire of any Thing, whether it 
i. be a Child or a Friend, "Sc. or if you grow 

too ſond of any e Study, Practice, 
er Recreation, any Company or Enjoyment” 
Jof any kind, call together and ſum up all 
the Inconveniences, the Dangers, the unhap- 
py Conſequences of this your Love. Think 

much of the Faults, Follies, Deſecs, Im- 


and Blemiſhes of the Creature 
mM o exceiyely beloy'd ; ſurvey all theſe at 


8 F 3 large, 


\ \ 
N 


7 nen Acco 
wail fet them; in a clear. Light, write obs 
down for your frequent Review, fix them in 
your Memory, and dwell upon them. Never 
indulge yourlelf i in thinking of the agreeable 
or tempting Qualities. of it, at leaſt without 
2 os Guard and Balance on the other 
This will belp ro wean the Heart by 
3 | 
4.᷑. Practiſe retuntary Selſ-denial, and ab- 
ey yourſelf 'both in Body and Mind, from 
whatſoever you love to exceſs. Set a Guard 
upon your Eyes and Ears, upon your Senſes 
and your Thoughts, and avoid every 
that would bring to your Mind the Object 
your immoderate Love. This Direction, iſ 


well practiſed, will by degrees introduce an 
indifference and Moderation of Affection, when 


you find that _ can 15 without the . 
_ O jet. 

atch again 5 0 
Delight in the th 1 you love exceſſively, 
whether they be Meats, Drinks, Bufineſfles, 
Keereations, Company, Children, Friends, 
or Kindred; an Abatement of Pleaſure will 
abate the Exceſſes of Love. 

6. Set 
your Heart, and keep it ſo. 
of divine Love will grow 
meaner Love riſe too Bab, — become its 
Rival, or make too near Approaches to its 
Seat and Throne. A ſoyereign Love to God 
berg e's —_ moderate ll OY 


7. Con- 


6. { : 
| Ag 


E | 


too great a Reliſh of | 


up the Love of God fupreme in || 
This Principle, | 
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7. Conſider that immoderate Love to any 


and Diſquietudes about it, while the Sol is 
perpetually toſt, as it were, on an Ocean of 
—_ and Fears, riſing and ſinking with e- 
ry Blaſt of Wind. And then the Sorrow 


of — with it is like tearing our Fleſh 


om the Bones, or the rending aſunder of 
the Heart-ftrings. What dreadſul Prepara 
tions hath exceſſive Love made for killing 


Heart-akes, and erer Agoniese of 


Sorrow! ? 


8. Remember that excel ive e to the 6 


Creatures hath often provok*d a | jealous 
God to embitter them to us terribly by re- 
markable Providences, or tocut them off ſud- 
denly in his Anger. The way to keęp our 


9. Conſider that the fewer ſtrong Affecti- 
ons, and the leſs Engagements of Heart you 
have to mortal Creatures, the eaſier will it be 
to leave this World, and enter into the World 
of Spirits. Death is far more painful and 
terrible to ſuch a Soul which muſt not oni 
leave the Body. behind it, but 4 Multitu 
of other things, 


tach d. We miſt all endure this parting 


as eaſy as poſſible, by keeping ou 
fections Jooke to, = .49 85 beneath God'h 
Heaven. heed 
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Creature fills the Heart with endleſs Anxi- 
eties and Vexations, with reſtleſs Jealouſies 


Comſorts is to love them with Moderation. 


to Which it is too fondly at- 


Stroke: Let us endeavour then to make it 
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EAR is a peel and uſeſul Paſſion, 
F to guard us from Miſchief and le 
to haſten our avoidance of every Danger, 
to drive us to our Refuge, and to reſtrain us 
from every Thing which has a T endency to 
bring the*Exjl or Miſchief upon uus. 

The Anger of God is the moſt proper 
Object of our Fear, as we are ſinful Crea- 
tures: 3 can Sinners ſear the Anger of 
God too much, till they have complied with 
® the appointed Methods of his Grace. There 
is alſo a Reverence and holy Fear due to the 
Majeſty of God, even —— we have bee 
ed the moſt ſolid Hopes of his Mercy: We 
muſt always ſear to ſin againſt God, — _ 
up a holy Jealouſy of all Temptations to 
fn. All this is call'd Religious | ag 


FS 


There are ſeveral Things alſo in the Neb 


ters) Life that we have Juſt Reaſon to fear 
in ſome Degree, ſuch as Lioris, Bears, and 


and Death. And there are many 


come proper Objects ſor the P 
mach as the, — 


of our Parents and 8 


riors,. and the Practice of thoſe T hg 
expoſe us eee Tpniſhaagat 4: 


EN. 


M 
"But 
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the Fear which I f — at 1 in this Place 
z an unjuſt and unreaſonable Fear of any 
ayt 1 Creature 


3 


other hurtful Animals; Men of Violence, | 


hings in the ral and civil. Life which be 


Creature whatſoever, or of any Occurrences 
of Life: It is a timorous Spirit, which ſub- 
jects the whole Nature to the Power and 
Tyranny of the Paſſion of Fear, beyond all 
reaſonable Grounds: As for Inſtance, a Fear 

of being alone, or in the dark, a perpetual Fear 
of evil Accidents by Fire or Water, or wie- 
ked Men ; a diſquieting Fear of Ghoſts and 
Apparitions; of little inconſidetable Ani- 


mals, ſuch as Spiders, Frogs, or Worms; 


S 


of Eſtate or Friends; Fear of Poverty or 


Calamity of any kind, whereby we are too 
often reſtrain'd — our — Duty, and 


58, 


h-_ - 


8 
ed 


the our Lives are made very uncomfortable; 
in- All of Fear becomes i when 
Ne it riſes to an exceſſive Degree, and is ſupe- 
ep MM rior to the Danger. Now to arm ourſelves 
to Il againſt this Tyrantepaifion let us make uſe 
of the following Dire#ions. - 

Na- 1. Abate your Love to your Fleſh, ad 
car this morſe, and to all Things that be- 
and long to it; then you will not be ſo much 
ice, afraid to loſe them. Lay up your Treaſure 
any BY and your Hopes in Heaven, where there is no 
be: Danger of being deprivd of them. 5 
ear, 2. Never: reſt without ſome come le 


Hope of the Love of God. If you are his 


Favourite, 


need ſear Remember that all Crea 
tures in Heaven and Earth and Hell are un- 


— further than he * * 


unreaſonable and anxious Fears of the — ; 


and under his Protection, you 


der his Power and ſupreme Government, — 


yo” 


N 5 * 6 » . . 2 , * 
W an * 0 * * a , * 5 ” * 1 * ä * 8 4 * * * L Re 2 1 
ny * 55 * \ 4 * 7 9 : ad 5 K | q * N 9 * v F — . 4 * * * i «5 * a 
" a IT , 1 
. * * - c L _—S C5 : 7 74 
ds - 
& 
” : « 
* 
J — / 0 
2 * > * 
4 I 
A * 
= * 

* 
* 
- 


rue Wo n wr” N * * , 0 * 0 N "i hg E CAN * * * 5 * * , 4 * « To * T a — 
R n , : ' * AED Sb a 
2 * 
£ & . o + . 
- $4. 7% +% # , 2 
b iin {MA 


whe 
can they s an hair eb 
out his Leave. And if he fuffer Calamities 
to fall upon you, he can make them turn 
to your unſpeakable Advantage. Say with 
David, At what Time I am afraid L will nuf 
in thee; and, I N what Vb cas th 
D mne. (1132.6. H. 0 
Acquaint yourſelf with Chriſt Foſs, 
the: Son of God; into whoſe Hands all things 
are delivered. He hath fubdued even the 
Powers of Hell to his Dominion, and they 
are all kept in his Chains; Commit yourſelſ 
daily to his Care, both your Soul and Bo- 
dy, ou Time, and for Eternity : He makes 
and maintains our Peace with God, and he 
guards us from Enemies, and Dangers, au 
Devils. We are ſafe in his Hands. 
4. Have a care of contracting new Guilt 
by-andulging Sin of an or by the 
Neglect of Duty. Guilt i - — chĩeſeſt and 
the juſteſt Cauſe of Fear; for if God be angry 
whois: then you have no ſufficient Secu- 
rity or Defence! from the Injuries of the Crea- 
tures, which are but the Inftraments of his 
Providence, in a . — of Puniſhment 8 
Mercy. Bs ©14e) 
$7 Think ws a Diſkionour: it is God, 
for you to ſet up Creatures as the Objects ol | 
your unreaſonable Fears, as tho they were 
not in his Hand, or as tho God the Creator 
were not a ſufficient 2% 
6. Think how exceeding unlikely moſt of 
your, Fears. are to come to paſs, It is not 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Aſſections. 7 
once in ten thouſand. Times probably that 
ſuch an Event will befal you: Or not one 
Perſon in ten bath ever met with 
ſuch an Accident in the ſame Circumſtances: 
* this Means you may reduce your Frar to 
proportionable to the Danger, and 
— moſt of our means gre us but-ſmal} x 
Diſturbance. 

7, Think how many necdlefs Sear: you 
haye had in Time and tormented your 
ſelf with them; groundleſs Fears where there 
was no Danger, * — of Things that never 
came to boy Aud think alſo dur af how. 
many real Dangers God hath reſcu'd you, 


and make him your Truſt and Defence for: 


Times to come. David remember'd that 
God had deliver d him from the Lion and the 
Brar, and thereßore be was not —— 
Philiſtine Giant. 

8. Suppoſe the work ane can come, ah 
be prepared for it, by Faith in Chriſt, hope 
in God, a ſerene Conſcience, and a conti- 


nual Readineſs for Death it d a4 


Beſides all theſe general Dire#jons, IL might 
add: man y. particulur Rules, according to the! 
pa nd Objects of Fear ; as for inſtance, 

If it: be ſome preſent Appearances in Nature 
which may be frightful at firſt, ſuch as huge 

impending. Rocks, Seas, Catarafts, or Water= 
falls, or ſome Animals that cannot 
eaſily hurt you, or ſuch like, endeavour to 
make them familiar to you, by e 
nearer and nearer to them by Degrees; and 

n when 
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when you find you are fafe, you will obtain 
gradual Courage to meet a Prog or a Spider, 
or even a Toad or a Snake, without ſhudder- 


groundleſs Fear of ſome abſent Evil, 
poſſeſſes your Spirits, get 200 — 
your Fancy, and yield not to its Dictates in 
Caſes which have no Reaſon on their Side. 
Fancy and Fear ſwell every little Danger to a 
Mountain, and turn every Buſh into a Bear. 
Subdue your Imaginations, and let them not 
rove upon frightful Objects. For this End 
avoid the reading or hearing of frightful Sto- 
ries, of Witches and Devils, or terrible Ac- 


cidents or Cruelties, and barbarous Murders, 


eſpecially in younger Years, or if you are in- 
clined to Timorouſneſs and Melancholy; for 
thefe Things will hang about the Imaginati- 
on, and perplex the Mind with fooliſh Ter- 

Or if you have a fickly Fancy, and are con- 


tinually afraid of ſome Diſtemper ſeizing 


you, read not in Books of Phyſick, where 
the Symptoms of Diſeaſes are deſcribed, ſor 
Fancy will bring almoſt all theſe Diſeaſes 
upon you in Appearance, and give you the 
Pain, tho' not always the Danger of them. 
If you are withheld from _ Practice — 
Four Duty, by the Fear or Threatnings i 
Men, there wr many Remedies provided a- 
gainit this Evil in the Book of God, to in- 
ſpire you with Courage in the Ways of Vir- 
tue and Religion, (via.) iis; 40 
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_ of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. 75 
- Maintain the Fear of God and his Anger 
Len ——— it is 
inſinitely more rous to provoke | 
5 ache 
can only ki , nn Sou 
int Bay i We «ful Bente 
an a n of 
he Rilo Si, 4 more e ee un 
than any preſent Sufferings, 
of th — ee 
as Faith, w ho expoſed themſelves to all 
Manner of Loſſeb, Pains. and Deatli for the 
Sake of ri "he Bon of God, — 
ample 86n endured 
the Cafe, 11 phe the Shome &. 
Think of the Advantage — of ſuf- 
fering for the Sake of God and Religion: 
Think of the awful Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
the Joys of Heaven, and the infinite Recom- 
pences provided there ſor our poor little Ser- 
vices and Sufferings,”'- But: of theſe Things I 
have written much more la ely i in the two 
firſt Sermons of my third Volu which was 
publiſn'd laſt Lear, and I ask an 
mit the Reader to thoſe Diſcoures | 


v. Rates. to guard 115 7 2 
and to relieve 2 55 that of under. the 
Power lt. 

| HE Paſſion of Sryow is * to 

in a — which 


78 19194 
ought to be che chief Qbject of it: „Ter we 
may grieve alſo for our.own Miſeries, cor for 
the Miſeries of others ; Hereby we learn more . 
ſenſibly the Effects of Sin in Time paſt, and 
are excited to avoid it ſor Time to come: 
Hereby we teſtify our Love to our Friend 
under Trouble, and are awakened to endea- 
vour the Removal of thoſe Evils that we or 
our Friends ſuſtain. es himſelf, who was 
all Innocence, we e Sins and Sarrous 
of Mankind. qq C ns. ads 
But tho _ wellas ſors other nn- 
ealy- Paſſions, are ordainid ſor the Gooll:of 
Mlan in the preſent Bedey, 0 . 
him to his proper Work; dit riſes 
to ſuch a neg oe — Lof- 
des or Troubles we ſuſtain, s to hindex us in 
the Diſcharge of preſent Duty, it becomes 
. exceſſive and immoderate, and oughto to- be 
xefbrain'd or prevented; atd perhaps ſame of 
I the dollowing Can may.c: be uſefal. tothe 
Purpoſe. al Bot dog 1533117 980 
EN el Have. e Lore to an 
Creature batſoevet, for this lays the Foun- 
dation of; immoderate Grief, When divine 
Providence takes that Creature from us. The 
ee Sweetneſs in the Enjoyment, the 
is the Sorrow at Parting. © 
wr, 8 1 on the Soyereignty, the Wil 
dom and the Goodneſs of God in B86 
mont of the World, and believe that all that 
he dots is wife and good: Learn to ſubmit 
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of the Palſionis, or Natural Alte ions. 75 
the wiſer Determinations of His Providence. 
Wien our Saviour was to drink of the bit- 
| tereſd Cup, perhaps that ever as put into 
the Handl of a Creature, (or at leaſt of A Crea- 
ture below of God) lie ſubmitted to the im- 
mend and unknown Agonies of that Hour, 
under the awful Influence of this Rule: Fas 
then, not m Will, but t Mill be dune. 
z Seek after à comſortable Lope of the 
Love of God in the way of the Goſpel; and 
this (if well improwU) wilt be-riufficient 
Balance for eHο,ft Load of temporal Sorrow. 
I you cam caſt your Burden on che Lord as 

ur God, che Will ſuſtaim and reli re. 
. Take heed of bringing freſii Guilt on 
your Cunſelence that ſo you may not be o- 
—— With n 3 

e. A peaceful Conteience will help; b. 
up the Spirit under ſome of the — — | 
dent of. Life; but how unſpeakably heavy 
and painful will Theſe Burdens lie upon 
Spire: wounded witha Senſe of Sin! 
„ Let not yet Thoughts dwell continu- 
ally upon your Diſtreſſes and Affliktions. 
Suffer not the Chambers of your Soul to be 
ever hung round with'dark and diſmal Ideas: 
Chew hot alwaysithe' Wormwood aud the 
Call: Bur obmeniber che thany'remiparal 
Mercies you enjoy, and the rich Treaſures of 
Grace in the Goſpel Look ſometimes! on 
theſe brighter Scenes; ſuffer not your. Sot- 


eſs is one Way te 
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80 A ſhort and plain, Accaint' 
6. Remember if you are à Chriſtian in- 
long; the Hour of Death will dry them all 
up. The laſt Moment of this mortal Liſe 
is a certain and ſinal Period to Sorrow. Con- 
verſe much among the Manſions and Joys oſ 
inxiſible World, and your Hope which is 
laid up there: The very Gleamings of that 
Glory will brighten the darkeſt Providences, 
and relieve the Soul under its ſharpeſt -Paing, 
7. Compare your Miſeries with your Sins, 
will learn to bear your Burdens, with a more 
ſerene and peaceſul Mind, when yu cnſuler 
how | much! heavier Evils you have! deſeryed 
from the Hands of a holy and offended God: 
Afflictions of many other in ſormer and lat- 
what is the — — of human Nature; 
and ſhall this overwhelm you when there are 
many who have been loaded with uncommon 
| Diſtreſſes, and yet have ſuſtained them with 
| holy Courage and Patience: | 
8. Conſider: that Sorrow-is indeed an Bull, 
3 deſirable for it ſelf,” but only as it is a This 
4 appointed ſor ſinful Creatures in this World, 
in order to teach us ſome Leſſons of Righte- 
ouſheſs, to wean us from the Love of Cres- 
tures, to embitter to us our ſinful Follics, and 
to drive us to ſome Duty toward God or Man: 
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bediſmiſſed. God doth not fg willingly, nor 
grieve the Children of Men: By the Sorrow of 


tr cover ant If this be done bleſs God and 
2 Think on the many dreadful Effecsand 
Conſequences of exceſſive Sorrow, where it 
is indulged beyond all reaſonable Grounds.” 
(1.) It takes away the Sweetneſs and Reliſh 
of all preſent Mercies, and makes us under 
value them all: It deprives us even of the 

delightful Senſe of the Love of God: It un- 


holds the Tongue from Thankfulneſs and 
Praiſe. (a.) It deſtroys the Pleaſure even of 
thoſe Parts of Religion which we practiſe, 
and baniſhes Comfort from the Soul, even in 
the midſt of the moſt refreſhing Ordinances: 


Rar 23 838 BB S8. Ern 


the Man is engaged in, the Eye of the Mind 
is ſtill fixed upon its own Diſtreſs. (3.) It 
ſinks and weakens our Truſt and Hope in 
the bleſſed God: It fills the —— 
„ {WM patience; the Heart with Diſcontent, and the 
Tongue with Murmurs againſt the wiſeſt and 
che beſt of Beings. (4.) It raiſes in the 8oul 
a froward and a fretful Temper, makes us 
peeviſh and diſpleaſed with every Thing 
round about us. Immoderate Sorrow in- 
clines to pe 
within is uneaſy,” and there's nothing without 
can pleaſe 


* e e and make us 4 


Heart and Countenance, the Heart it ſelf is o 


tunes both the Heart and the Lips, and with- 


For whereſoever the Body is, or whatſdever 


Reſentment; the Heart 
us: It fills the Place where we are 
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$2: 4 fort and plain Account 
Burden to our Friends, inſtead of a B 
(50 It ſtupifies the better Powers of the Soul, 
it buries the active Faculties in a ſort of dead 
Sloth; it weak ens the Heart and the Hands 
to all the Duties of Life, and renders us al- 
moſt uſeleſs in the World. The Mourner 
ſits with folded Hands, brooding over his 
own Sorrows, and dark and deadly Images 
ever preſent themſelves to his View); the 
Weight of Grief hangs heavy upon his Heart, 
and affect his very Senſes and Limbs; he fan. 
cies himſelf on the Confines of the Dead, and 
he knows not how to riſe up and act among 
the Living. (6.) Such overwhelming Sor- 
row doth great Diſhonour to Religion, and i 
the Grace of God: It diſcourages young Per- 
* ſons who are looking towards Heaven, when 
they find Chriſtians of ſuch a ſour, diſconſs- 
155 and gloomy Temper, becauſe it tempts 
them to believe, that —— belongs to 
the Ways of Godlineſs, and — — all and 
the Road to Paradiſe. (.) Exceſſive Grief Ml 1 
hath ſometimes taken away the Senſes, blind- 
ed the Eyes with weeping, diſtracted the 
— houghts, clouded and diſturbed the reaſon· 
nf ng Powers, and driven the Mourner into a 
Y Mane and fullen Madneſs: And ſometimes} 

| it hath worn out the Fleſh-it ſelf, and brought} 
the to an untimely Grave. The Ser- 
_ row of this World worketh Death. (S.) Ther 
= are Inſtances not a few wherein immoderate 
l Grief hath prevailed, ſo far as to Gal 
1 Perſons ino Bei 0 of: — Mercy of: 
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and armed their own Hands againſt theme 
ſelyes, to put an End to their miſerable 155 
on Earth, by plunging into Eteralty wit 
venture of everlaſting. Miſery. 

11 Directiun. When your Thoughts hive 
meditated-on all theſe: dal Attendants bf 
immoderate Sorrow; ſet your Will and your 
Hands to work, as well as your Mind. En- 
deavour to employ your alt in ſome 
tho? your Sorrow would plead for Sloth, and 
would let all Things run at Ranflom. A- 
riſe and ſhake off this heavy Clog, break 
theſe Fetters of the Soul, conſtrain your ſelf 
to Activity, if it be but in a way of Amuſe 
ment: Divert the Mind this way from the 
dark and mournful Ideas that preſs upon it. | 
Many a Perſon had gone down mourning'to 
their Graves for/the Loſs of ſome dear Friend 
or Relative, if the neceſſary Duties and Bu- 
fines of Life had not given them a conſtant 
and powerful Relief. | 
12. ue over the S of Senp- 
my to refoice in the Lord, and make Con- 
ſeience of falfill ulfilling that Duty as well as any 
other: The Foy of 'the Lord ſball be your 
Strength, to a nc other Duties 0 
Rightconſheſ, . 

If a Spirit of Melancholy Kin you, chere 
may be Lreral ufefnl Advices: found in Mr. 
r Treatiſe of Trouble of Mind, ad Ed. 
1706, and Mr. Baxter's* Account of Melan- 
chu, and his Directions about it, 'gather'd 
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VI. Rules to govern our Anger, and to pre- 

vent the ſinful EffetF of it, (viz.) Revenge. 

X NGER conſider'd in itſelf, is not an 

unlawful Paſſion. If we ourſelves 

were perfect and innocent, and were to con- 

verſe only with innocent Creatures, perhaps 

there would be no Occaſion for the exerciſe 

= it. But fince we dwell — _ where 

* Vice, Folly, Impiety, reſſion, Injuſtice 

5 and Wickedaeſ . will be fre- 

3 quent and juft Occaſion for Anger. We 

have Reaſon too often to be angry with: our 

ſelves when we indulge Iniquity and Folly: 

And we may lawfully expreſs our Reſent- 

ment againſt. the Crimes and Vices of our 

Fellow Creatures. Their Offences againſt i 

God, againſt Men, againſt : qurſelyes, may 

raiſe in us a righteous Reſentment. | Theſe 

Ferments and Commotions of Nature were 

defign'd to be a ſtrong and ſenſible Rebuke 

to Iniquity of every kind, and a Means to 

—_ the Repetition of it. Our bleſſed 

Lord himſelf, who was meek, and holy, 

and humble in Perſection, yet found Res- 

ſon ſometimes here on Earth, to give a looſe 

_— ſacred Reſentments: We 3 
preſaly permitted to be angry, i we take hee 

Sin. But alas! our Natures are fo pervetſ 

and corrupt, that tis very hard for us to 

-give a looſe to an angry Paſſion againſt Men 
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Malice or Revenge, and thereby ſinning a- 
gainſt God. * Tis therefore with the utmoſt 
Caution that this Paſſion ſhould ever be ſuf. 
fer'd.to ariſe ; And, unleſs we quickl — 
preſs it again, we ſhall be in great Danger 
of bringing Guilt upon our Souls. 
bleſſed Apoſtle therefore wiſely _— - 
Permiſſion, the e and the Reſtraint 
together, Eph. iv. 26. Be angry and fin not « 
7 — the Sun go down upon —— ih oy 
The violent Efforts of this Paſſion are ſo. 
frequent and dangerous, that I ſhall dwell 
longer upon the Regulation of it. Let me firſt 
lay down Directions to moderate and reſtrain 


our Anger, and then propoſe ſome Confiderati= 
ons, to enforce the Practice of them. 

Directions tu moderate and refirain Anger. 

1. Be not nice or humorous in the com- 
mon things of Life, (via.) Meats, Drinks, 
Clothes, Forms of Civility, 997 ö 
&c. Be not greatly pleas d or greatly diſc 
pleas'd with little things. Theſe are the moſt 
frequent Occaſions of ſudden and violent Re- 
ſentments, therefore Hyun a wiſe Indifference: 
to them all. 

2. Subdue Pride. This is the Paas the 
Nurſe of Wrath and Reſentment: It is this 
that makes us ſuſpect Injuries and Affronts 
perpetually, this makes us take Offences 
where none are given, and aggravates every 
real Injury beyond all Meafure of Truth or 
Juſtice. Pride is a moſt impatient Vice, 
and can bear nothing; but the humble Soul 

13 
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plain Attoummt 
1 —— and patient, and meets wirbt fe 
wes or it believes but few, px. 
Suffer not your Thoughts to dwell on 

tis Tnjurles you have $i -5 acÞ or on — 
provoking” Words that have been 
againſt yott. Not only learn the Art of 5 
lecting Irjuries at the Time you receive 

4 _ but let them grow leſs and leſs every 

1 Moment, till they die out of your Mind. 

4 Suffer not your muſing Imagination when 
you are alone to fell and magniſy the Pro- 
vocations that have been given you, nor to 
blow up the Fire of this uncafy Paſſion. 

4. Avoid much Converſation with Meh 
of Wrath, and eſpecially keep clear of 4 
Diſputes with Perſons of an angry and 
viſh Temper as far as you can. If the Flin 
and Steel ſtrike againſt each other in a Frag 
of Diſpute: the Sparks of Fire will be ready 


to fly _ and the angry Flame. will be 
Kindlefl. 10 20 x 


Togn Live: Sh Mig boar: as yourſelf, Nou 
are not immediately kindled into Wrath 2 
gainſt yourſelf, nor expreſs it with ſuch Vio- 
lence, tho” you have often done yourſelf 
more by your on Sins than all o- 
ther Perſons ever could do you. Iqu don't 
bear Malice againſt vobrſell, nor hate your- 
ſelf, tho? you have perhaps ſome. evil@Quab- 
ö ties belonging to you, and you have often 
= ſinn'd againſt your own Soul : Lou fotbear 
= yourkclt long, and you forgive yourleliea- Wl 2 
fily': Learn then to forbear and forgive ll © 
your Nejghbours, _ © Deal | 


of the Pains or N atural Amate 8 4, 


Deal not with others Fo would , rior 
bude others deal with you: Would you think 
it reaſonable that your Neighbour Sia 
reſent every little Miſca = that y are 
Fuel, of, 5 5 he V. 5 into a "ki Gen 
ury of Paſſion againſt you upon eve - 
nde Duty or 85 ? en 1 58 
Follies that other Men muſt bear with, ar 
will you not bear with others ? Do As L 
ver 1 your Nei ighbous and yet x 
forgive no Provocations? H > you, no. | | 
ces to be pardon d, why then ws ou hot pat- 
don others? A Perſon that would Gaim aR 
continually. to reſent, ought Rimelf t to beper= 
ſect and free from Faults: nd then I 1 


add, he would be ſo wiſe and good As 
dom to.indulge his Reſentments. 1 
6. Obſerve a Perſon. in all his Airs and 
Behaviours when his angry Paſſions are raiſed 
high, and exert, themſelyes: Mark the Frowns 
on his Countehance, the Flame and Fierce- 
neſs of his Eyes, his threatning and revenge- 
1 Looks, the Diſorder and Tumult that 
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Fine and ſhameful. 1 he Inn, | 


aw mch like a Perſon Half diſtracted, anc 
whoſe Reaſon is under a Cloud ! Ts this 115 
loyely, the defirable Pattera that you, choo 
to imitate ? Do you like To mY 2 de 
48 76 put it enn 8 n 

10 Tive. always under thi 
reſs 55 1 Anger Wi 
ame and 9 i 
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a holy God and holy Angels behold you; ; Tim 
and are you not aſham'd to appear in their any 
Sight under all the extravagant Dinner 1 be o 
this Paſſion * 2 your 
8. Keep the ſacred Example of Feſas « ever conc 
before your Eyes: How meck under the vil leſt 
AI. , How patient under the rudeſt In- 
uries! How forgiving even to his blo 
ufderers ! How did he return the high 
Good for the reateſt Evil! And paid La 
Bis Blood and Life to redeem his Engg 
from Hell and to purchaſe. eternal Joy and 
Glory for them! Let ſuch a Mind 2; in = 45 
Was in Chriſt the Son of God, who being re- 
vilad, reviled not again, and when be 15 uffer'd, be 
daten d not, leaving us an e that we 
ould follow his Steps. 
Ps = „When you find the warm Paſſion ; ari- 
Hin ſuppreſs. t firſt Motion of it: Tis 
müch eaſier to ſubdu'd at firſt, than if 
you indulge it a little : A Spark | is bong 
quenched than a Flame. 
10. Command your Tongue to Glence, 
and your Hands to peace, if you cannot pre- 
ently command your Spirit. Suffer not the 
Ttinent Efforts of Wrath to. break out in 
reproac hfal Names, and ſpightful Words, 
uch leſs into Blows of Reyenge. Give the 
55 of 3 your Paſſion when it is Kal; kindled 


ke Ride and dye. FF 
143. At leaſt, ſupp preis 1 violent ates 
Yeres fr it e you haye taken wie 
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Time to conſider whether you have receiv'd 
any real In jury or no, whether the Offence 
be of ſuch a heinous Nature and Degree as 
your preſent rage e it. It is — 
concerning Julius Ceſar, that upon any Pro- 
vocation, b woc repeat the 5 80 A 
bet before he ſuffered himſelf to ſpeak, that 
he might be more juſt and calm in his Re- 
ſentments. The Delay of a few Moments 
has ſet many ſeeming Affronts in a juſter and 
inder Light, and prevented Violence and 
Rey „ an n he a 
1 15 If IS cannot em your Spirit 
Wand ſuppreſs the outward Appearances and 
x Rfforts of your Paſhon, 2 the firſt Op- 
portunity of leaving the Place and Compa- 
Iny: Withdraw from the Temptation, and 
Wretire to prayer; confels before God the un- 
Jgovernable Frame of your own Spirit; bes 
Fail the Pride and Paſſion that dwells in you: 
WAsk forgiveneſs of Heaven, and beg the di- 
Fine Influences of Grace to ſubdue the diſ- 
Worderly Ferments of your Nature. 
13. If you have unbappily indulged your 
Anger to break out to the Reproach and In- 
Tury of your Neighbour, as well as to your 
„ un Shame, take a proper Time to confeſs 
t to the Perſon whom you have injur'd, and 
k their Pardon. This will have a conſi- 
Herable Tendency to future Watchfulneſs, 
End help to guard you from the fame Folly 
Time to come. 42725 
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go l. pot and Plus Alus 
I ert now to lay down ſome Gin 
rations, which may inforce the Practice of tb 
Rules. 7 
1. Think with yourſelf how much Inf 
you do yourſelf by ſuffering your angry Pal 
ſions to riſe and prevail. The Fire of Wrath 
and Reſentment preys upon your Nature, 
deftroys y our Health and your Eaſe, fill 
your Soirir with Tumults and Difquietude, 
expoſes you to Shame before men, Becks the 
Peace of your Conſcience, brings you unde 
Guilt before God, and makes a painful Pre 
paration for bitter Repentance. Why vil 
r ourſelf becauſe another has iſ 


Jar you 


nk ag, how much more Plex | 


and Glory there is in overcoming th ty x 
Vieletice of your own Spirit, than in yiel-W man 
Ing to your head-ſtrong affions, and firffer BN an 
ing 5 to be carried away with the that 
Torrent of your own Reſentments. He iu refer 
rules "his own Spirit, is a greater Hero Hol and 
he that conquers a City, a Sh 
3. Confider how e are for oy Reli 
Duty of Religion and while youll cred 
are under the Power of this a Paſſiouſ 6. 
With what Face or Courage or Comfort cn Crin 
draw near to God while you cheriſh unduſi you 
rath in your Heart? The ſinful FermenM forg 

of your Na ature indi ones you for Worſhip the 
the Guilt thereof makes your Service. uni forg 
ceptable ; and a defiled Confcience mak you 
you unwilling to come near to a God of He Pen 


2 lincly 


fines.” Mr. V. 23. If there be 4 Qpattel 
between thee and thy Brother, leave thy Gift 
at the Altar, go and be reconciÞ d to thy Brother, 


fury and then return and offer thy Gift. 
Pal 4. Think of the dreadful Effects of ungo- 


vern'd Anger in the World: It has filt'd the 


ure WM Earth with private and publick Murders and 
fil: Cructties. Blood, Ruin, and Deftration 
der, BY have attended it from the Days of Cain and 
the bel to this Day. Tis the Wrath of Prin- 
nde ces that hath made fach vaſt Slaughters a- 
Pre. mong Men, hath turn'd beautiful Cities into 


willy Heaps of Rubbiſh, hath unpeopl'd Nations, 
s and ſent Millions of Souls into Eternity by 
"I untimely Jeane.” = 0TYDT CY 
ler F. Confider that it is a glorious ſingulari- 
te ty of the Religion of Chriß, that it com- 
iel mands and teaches us to forgive our Enemie 
and to love them that hate us. But for a Man 
1 tte that pretends to be a Chriſtian, to indulge a 
reſenting Humour, and to be ever fretful 
tho and angry, and meditating Revenge, what 
a Shame and Difhonour does it caſt upon the 
ever Religion that we profeſs, and upon the ſa- 
J cred Name of Jeſus, whom we adore. 
. Think with yourſelf how many greater 
rt cu Crimes has the'blefſed God forgiven you, if 
= you'arc'a Chri/tian indeed; and will you not 
meu forgive your Brother his petty Offences ? Has 
ini the Maker and Lord of Heaven and Earth 
ume forgiven you ten thouſand Talents, and will 
nake you not forgive Four Brother à hundred 
Hei Pence? Did the Son of God make himſelf 
2 el of | . 5 — 
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92 A ſhort aud plain Accoum 
a Sacrifice for your Offences, that you might 
be pardon'd, and will you make your Bro- 
ther, who. has offended you, a Sacrifice to 
your Fury ? 8 N 
. But conſider farther, that if you do 
not forgiye your Brother who has offended 
you, you cannot expect to be forgiven of 
God : Nay, tis evident, according to the 
| expreſs Sentence of the Goſpel, you cannot 
be forgiven without it. / you forgive. 11 
Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will your . heaven- 
ty Father forgive you- Do you not pray for 
pardon of your Treſpaſſes even as you for- 
give thoſe who treſpaſs againſt you, and wil 
you fin againſt your own Prayer? 
8. Remember that Revenge belongs to 
God, and the Magiſtrate : Now you mult i 
not take their Work out of their Hands. It 
is granted that there may be ſome Seaſon 
and Occaſions, wherein it may be proper and 
neceſſary to ſhew ſome Degrees of Reſent- 
ment, and let. your Enemy: know that you 
are not a ſenſeleſs Block, or a Stone with- 


out feeling, in order to guard you from uni. Wl 7 


verſal Inſults and continual Injuries. - The 
Meaſure of this Reſentment, and the Man- 
ner of it muſt be taught by Religion and 
Prudence: Let remember, that it is fat 
better to ſuffer two Injuries than to revenge 
one. If a Man will Friks thee on one (ett, 
rather turn the other to him than take the 
awiul Work of Vengeance into thine own 


Hand. 


33 


ich. deſirable Effect be not obtained, you ſhew 


9. Think with yourſelf when you receive 
ſome high Provocation, that God places you 
at that Hour under a ſpecial Trial, and he 
waits to ſee what Honour you will do to 
his Grace, and his Goſpel: He expects that 
you ſhould ſhew how well you are — 
by the Religion of Chrif, to love your Ens 
mies, and 1275 them that curſe jou. It is of 
infinitel greater rtance to you, to k 
your — Spirit ge and innocent, —.— 
adorn the Doctrine of Chriſt, — to take 
the fulleſt Revenge of him that has injue'd 

ou. 

: 10. Conſider this, that by eg Good 
ſor Evil you will better obtain all the ſup- 
pos'd Deſigns and Ends of Anger, than by 
practiſing Revenge: For (1.) If your Ene- 
my has any thing of Humanity in him, any 
Tenderneſs about his Heart, you will melt 
him down by ſuch a Carriage, you will ſof- 
ten his Spirit into Love, and bring him, as it 

were, to your Foot. However (a.) If this 


your Obedience to the Goſpel, you put your 
Caſe intirely into the Hand of God, who 
vill plead your Cauſe. Be not overcome: of Evjl, 
but - piſs Evil with Good I thin Ene- 


nger feed him, if. he thir ft give him drin; 
22 — hex, Coal of Tir on bie Thad 


as wag to melt him down to friendly Sub- 
miſſion, or to bring the Vengeance of God 
upon him, if he will not be reconcil'd. 


11, If 
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11. If you are angry | 
do you not hope to meet him ſhortly in Hea- 
ven, in the Regions of Peace and Love 
Will you not be aſham'd to meet him in 
Heaven whom you reviled and perſecuted 
here on Earth? If it be a wicked Man a: 
r inſt whom you . ſhew your Reſentment 
e will ſhortly fall under the juſt Wrath of 
God, unleſs he repent, and he needs not to 
have the Addition of yours: He will be gi. 
ven up to the Rage and Infults of Devil 
after, and you need not begin to- tor- 
ment him here with your Revenges. 
12. Suppoſe you knew that you wer 
near Death, and that your Enemy were alh 
dying, would you not deſire to be-reconci- 
led to him before that awful Moment? Con. 

ſider that you are both dying Creatures, Bot 

derers on the Grave and Eternity, Safer u 
the Sun to go down upon your Wrath, left both 
your Souls ſhould be required this Night, 
left you die before you are reconciled ;* and 
J am' fare, if you are a fincere Chriſtian, u 
irreconcilable Spirit will make the Hour d 
Death uneaſy, and render your Paſſage out 
of this World dark and uncomfortable 
But 1 perſuade myſelf better Things con. 
oerning every one Who is a true Diſciple o 
EE 
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lan 7 ah 3 3434 its $3 att It * 
lea. IS 1 8 E C T. XVI. 1 4 That 
ve? Gone — Dire#ions which relate wal the 
= Paſſims, and rhe Regulation of „hem. ow 
it tt * | * 
8H 41,1. divide theſe Diraitions i * 
two ſorts ; The ſirſt ſort may be called 
Moral and Pbjloſophical, and the lacond, Ren 
ligious or Divine. 
The moral or philoſo LicalDireSigneacs theſe, 
1. Learn and practiſe the Art of Self- de- 
nial with regard to your: Appetites, and you 
ill gain an cafier Government of * Yate 
ions. 
2. Get a general Benevolence to Mankind 
Wooted in your Heart. This will keep you 
from being too ſelfiſh : It is for the moſt part 
wy — Paſſions which are immoderate and 
There is not ſo much Danger in 
— Which ariſe from On: to our Negh- 
D0ur, | 
Ja Never let your Paſſ determine your 
Eſteem or Opinion of Things or Perlons : 
heſe always bribe or biaſs the Judgment to 
heir own fide, and thence tis evident that 
hey will often lead it aſtray. Whatſoever 
Vaſſon makes any Repreſentations of a thing 
you muſt always make ſome Grains of Al. 
woes, 3 for T ir happen to be right in tho 
yet it generally colours every Thing 
00 high and ſtrong. Tis therefore: mat- 
er of great Importance to form: and ſettle 
our Judgment of 'Things and Perſons which 
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4. . Obſerve what Paſſons have the deepeſt 
Root in your natural Conſtitution, and watch 
againſt them: Enquire into yourſelf which | 


ions, and whereby you have been tempted 


you have to do with in the calmeft and fe. 
reneſt Hours of Life, and when you are free 
from the Influence of every Affection; and 
let theſe Judgments. be reſery'd as Rules for 
your conſtant Conduct in human Lite, that 
whenſoever Temptations appear, when Paſ. 
fion ſollicites your Nature, and makes Efforts 
to riſe and reign, you may ever have ſome 
ſettled Truths and Rules of Conduct ready 
at hand to govern it. 6b 


are thoſe Affections to which your Tetfiper 
is moſt inclin'd, or to which you: are moſt 


expos'd by your Station and Circumſtance 


in the World, and ſet a ſpecial Guard upon 

5. Watch againſt all thoſe Scaſons and 
Temptations, thoſe dangerous Hours, thoſe 
Occurrences, or that Company which haye 
been moſt provoking to any of your evil Puſ- 


to give them too great a Looſe.  Let' the 
burnt Child dread the Fire. it ro Wh 
6. Have a Care of indulging the dange- 
rous Paſhons too far, ſuch as Fear, -: Sorrow, 
Anger, &c. left by frequent Repetition, by 
too intenſe a Degree or too long a Continu- 
ance they ſhould grow' into a fettled Habit 
and Temper ; then twill coſt much more 
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of the Paſſions, or Natural Affections. 97 | 
7. Whenſoever you feel ſome of the better 

and more kindly ſort of Paſſions, (eſpecially 

thoſe which flow from the Love of God or 
your Neighbour) working in you, incourage - 
and promote them in a due Degree, that they 
may fix in your Heart more firmly the Prin- 
ciples of Goodneſs, and form your very Na- 
ture and Temper to Virtue and Religion. 

8. Where the Power of Truth and Reaſon 

has not been ſufficient to ſubdue an irregular 

Paſſion, it has ſometimes been found aſefal to 

abate the Violence of one Paſſion, by raifing 

another. Sometimes a ſtupid Inactivity ariſing 
from exceſſive Sorrow, may be corrected and 
removed by ſome frightful Repreſentation, 

g awakening the Paſſion of Fear, or perhaps by 

ſome artful and innocent Method of teazing 

the Mourner to kindle him a little into An- 
ger. Or ſometimes we may change the Ob- 
ject of the fame Paſſion, and thereby prevent 

its Irregularity and Exceſs. If a timorous 

Chriſtian avoid his Duty, fgr' Fear of the Re 

proach of the World, or the Wrath of the 

Magiſtrate, ſet the Wrath of God and Hell 

Fire before him, that the Fear of divine Ven- 

geance may cure him of the Fear of Man. 

But I proceed now particularly to the re- 

ligious Directions, which are theſe that follow, 

1. Never think your ſelf ſufficiently guard- 

ed againſt the Power and Danger of any of 

your vicious Paſſions, till your Nature be re- 
new'd by divine Grace, till there be a tho- 
rough and uniyerfal ra in 9 | 
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98 A ſhort and plain Account 
till you are endued with an inward Principle 
of univerſal Holineſs. If you would have the 
Fruit good, tis in vain to labour in br 
off every itregular Bud, or lopping the Bran- int 
ches, but the Tree it ſelf muſt = made good, WM pat 
in order to bear good Fruit. This is the Di- the 
rection of our bleſſed Saviour. | ten 
2. Give your ſelf no Reſt till you can n find cen 
the Love of God has gain'd the ſupreme WW ord 
Place in your Heart, Love is the ruling WW wr. 
Paſſion, and if that be fixt upon the higheſt [ 
and beſt of Objects, it will keep all the other 
Powers and Paſſions of Nature in due Order 
and Subjection, as I have ſhewn at large i in 
te ſecond Diſcourſe on that Subject. |, 
3. Keep your Conſcience always tender: 
maintain a holy Jealouſy of your icy and 
a conſtant Fear of offending God: By this 
Means your Spirit will be perpetually aws 
ken'd and alarm'd, when an evil Paſſion he- 
gins to ſtir, or when you are near the Place or 
Moment of Danger, or within the Reach 
Temptation. 
4. In order to maintain this Tenderneſool 
. ſet God always before you. Lyt 
an awful Senſe of his — ng Pref at 
all Times, and in all Places, be a ſovereign 
and divine Guard upon all the dangerous Ek 
forts of your Nature, or nur Nene 0 
your Spirit. 
5. Commit your Soul with all its Poven 
and Paſſions to — keeping of Chriſt in thi 
State of Infirmity Union to Fe a 
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_ of thePaſſions, or Natural AﬀeQtions, 5-99 | 
Blood. He knows what it is to wear a Body 
of Fleſh, with its various Ferments and E- 
motions, tho in him theſe were all pure and 
innocent. He is a e e Lo and ſym- 
pathizing High-Prie/t, who can be touched with 
the feeling of our Infirmities, having himſelf been 
tempted in all Things like us, as far as Inno- 


- 
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1d cence W ould permit, and he is exalted and 
nc ordained of God to take Care of feeble Man, 


wreſtling with ſtrong Temptations. 

6. Whenever you feel a Paſſion ariſe, and 
are doubtful whether it be fit to be indulged 
or no, make a Trial of it in Prayer, by ap- 
pealing to God concerning it; ſee whether 
it will bear that Teſt, even the Teſt of a 
tender Conſcience near the Throne of God. 

7. Make every irregular Paſſion a Matter 
of humble Mourning and Complaint before 
the Mercy- ſeat: Pray carneſtly for Supplies 
of daily Strength againſt the irregular Efforts 
of Nature and Paſſion; Cry out for Help 
from above, whenever you are combating 
with your unruly Affections; God has promi- 
ſed ſufficient Aid in the Goſpel. 


* — 4 


rr 
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8. Call your ſelf continually to Account 
for every irregular: fit of Paſſion. Let it ne- 
ver break out and defile your Soul, without 
ſome effectual Mortification of it by holy 
Repentance. Think how it diſcompoſed your 
Spirit, diſturbed your Quiet, ruffled yout 
Temper, broke your Peace; think how it 
this drew your Heart away from God, indiſpoſed 
h and vou for, Acts of Worſhip, and unfitted vou for 
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3 Thus every — Pikes of 
Paſſion, and every Victory that it has ob- 
tained over you, ſhall become an een 
of i its own Ruin. 

9. Treaſure up in your Mind and Mer 
ſuch Words of Scripture as are happily fn ſuitel 
to — the various unruly Paſſions of Na- 
The Word of God is given us ſor this 
End. I have laid up thy Word in my Heart, 
ſaith David, that I might not fin againſt thee: 

and wherewith ſhall a young Man cleanſe his 
way, (a young Man whole Spirits are warm, 
and whoſe Paſſions are violent) but by takin 
heed thereto according to thy Word? When 
theſe Enemies of Peace and Holineſs ariſ 
within you, take the Sword of the Spirit to 
hew them down; the Sword of the Spirit i 
the Word 2 God. Many a vicious Paſſion 
faints and languiſhes and dies at the Appear 
ance of 2 Truth. Shall T mention 
few Sentences of holy Writ, which are pro- 
per to _ theſe criminal Effocts of N akute 


Again inſt Pride and Seom, d Prov. xi. 2 
N. Hen ® Pride cometh then cometh Shame, bu 
with the lowly is Wiſdom. Prov. xvi. 18. rt 
goer h before Deſtruttion, and an haughty Spiri 
before a Fall. Prov. vi. 17. The Lord hatail 
a proud Look, Eccl. vii. 8. He that it pur 
in Spirit, is better than he that is proud in 
Spirit. Jam. iv. 6. God re 2 the Proud, 
but giveth moreGrace to the humble. Pal. i. i. 
Bleſſed is the Man that ſhed not in the 2 
Ani | 2 | r ; 
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of t he Paſſions, or Natural AﬀeQions. 101 
of the Sornful. Prov. xxiv. 9. The Scorner is 
an Abomination to Men. Prov. xix. 29. Judg- 
nents are prepared for Sorners. Prov. xvii. 5. 
3 en the. Poor ee bis Mah. 
| Malice ad Envy. Rom xi. 9. 
2 as your * Eph. iv. - 
Let all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and evil ſpeaking 
be put away from you with. all Malice. 1 Car, 
xiv. 20. In 12 be ye Mn, but in Ma- 
lice be ye Chillren. 1 Pet. I. 22. Love one ano- 
ther with a pure Heart fervently. 1 John iv. 
20. Ta Man ſay T lobe God and hateth his 
Brother, he is a Liar. Job v. a. Eruy flayerh. 
the filly one. Prov. xiv. 30. Envy # the Rats 
tenneſs of the Bones. Gal. v. 26. Les ur not b 
defirous of vain rant 3 one b anoiDer, 
W another. ; 9 Artig A 

Js * * 1 
Againſt dee Toots * Seen Mat. 


bro, x. 37. He that. loveth Father or Not her nurt 
ure! Bl han me, is not worthy ef me. 1 Cor. vii. 29. 
% Lime 3s ſhort + it remaineth therefore tha 


they. that have. Waves be'as'tho' they had none, 
and they that buy as tho they poſſeſſed not. 
Col. iii. 2. Set your _— on Thing, above, 
and not on Things ont John ii. 15. 
Love not the wor the . Thie s which ar: 
inthe Mord i e Man Jon e Per 
Love-of the Fath, not in lim WY t 
99 e DR ta 
Againſt e deer aud ſnſul Fear. 
Teig is ſcarce. eee in all the 
"ory H 3 Bible 


102 4 ſbort and plain Account © 
Bible more frequently repeated than Fear wt; 
I/ajah's Prophecy abounds with this Caution, 
Ch. xli. 10. Fear not, I am with bee: be not 
diſmayed, I am thy God. Eſa. xv. 13. Tam he 
that comforteth you ; who art thou that thou art 
aid of u Man that ſhall: die, and the Sp 
n that ſhall be as Graſs, and forgetteſt th 
Lord thy Maker? &c. Pſal. xxvii. 1. The 
Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom ſhall 
T'fear ? the. Lord is the Strength of my Life, of 
whom ſhall I be afraid? Matth. x. 28. Fear 
ot them which kill the Body, but after that can 
do ” more. \ Pal. 2 f. ult. Wait on the Lord 
be of good Courage, he ſhall ſtrengthen thy Heart, 
Ret. i 8. 'The fearful Ea ſhallts 
caſt into the. Lake of Fire aud Brimſtone. \' 
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Againſt exceſſive Sorrow. 1 Cor. vii. 30 
Let thoſe that weep be as tho they wept mot 
2 Cor. vii. 10. Worldly Sorrow workzthi Death. 
1 Theſ. iv. 1 3. Sorrow not for the:Dead; u 
others which have no Hope. \ Prov. xv. 1 3. 
Sorgow of Heart the Spirit is. broken. Phil. iv. 
4. Rejoice always in the Lord, and again I fiy 

FUG INOS IST. AS ah AO UNE OY 3h 
- Againſt immoderate Anger ven 
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me and Revenge 
Prov. xv. 1. 4 ſoft Anſwer turneth away 
Wrath, but grievous Words ſtin ap Ange, 
Prov. xix. 1 1. The Diſcretion of a Man deferreth 
his Anger, and it is his Glory to paſs over © 
Tranſgrefhon. Prov. xi 24. Haug y \Scotarr 
is his. Name, who — in proud Wrath, 
"DICE E i - - Prof, 
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. of the Paſſions, or Natural AﬀeCtions. 103 
vt; Prov. xii. 16. A FooPs Wrath is preſently kindled, 
on, but a prudent Man covereth Shame. Prov. xiv. 
not 29. He that is flow to Wrath is of great Under- 
be Wl onding,: but he that is haſty of Spirit exalteth 
art i Folly. Eccleſ. vii. 9. Anger refteth in the Bo- 
1 ſom of Fools, Matth. xi. 29. Learn of me, for 
the am meck and lowly in Heart. Rom. xii. 
18, 19. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all Men. Dear- 
ly beloved, avenge not your ſelves —— Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lord. Eph. iv. 
26. Be angry and fin not: let not the Sun go 
upon your Wrath, neither give Place to 
the Devil. Coloſſ. iii. 12. Put on, as the Elect 

of God, holy and beloved, Bowels of Mercy, Kind- 
neſs, humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuf= 
ering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one 


another, as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. 


The 10 and laſt Direction to regulate our 
Paſſions about the Things of Earth, is to live 
much in the Expectation of Death, and in the 
View and Hope of eternal Things. Death 
and Judgment, Heaven and Hell, are fuch 
grand and awful Ideas, that where they are 

duly conſider'd they will make the Things 
of this Life appear fo very little and inconſi- 
derable, as to be ſcarce worthy of our Hopes 
and Fears, our Delires and Averſions, our 
Wrath and Reſentments, our Sorrows and 
Joys. Such a ſteady Proſpect and Expecta- 
tion of Things infinite and everlaſting will by 
Degrees diſſolve the Force of viſible and tem- 
7 ors . H 4 poral 


3 
{ 


” L POE 
- hs 


104 Aiſbort and plain Account, Nc. 
poral Things, and make them unable to raiſe 
any wild and unruly Paſſions within us. Hap. 
py the Soul that has a ſtrong and lively Faith 
of unſeen Worlds, and future Terrors and 
Glories: This will cure the vicious Diſorders 
of Fleſh and Senſe, Appetite and Paſſion: 
This will raiſe the Spirit on the Wings of de- 
vout Affection, to the Borders of Paradiſe, 
and attemper the Soul to the Buſineſs and 

the Joys of the Bleſſed. 77 ee 
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DISCOURSE: 1. 
The Aﬀe&tionate Love 75 cal. 


Mark xii. * e 
2 Jt Ive the Lord "54 God widh all thy 


Mode al 3 Teachen of Religi gion 
that have been ſent ſrom God to Men, 
the two moſt eminent and illuſtrious are M- 
% and Chriſt z Moſes the Servant of the li- 
ving God, and Chriſt his only begotten Son. 
Both. of them lay the Foundation of all true 
Religion in the Unity of God, and both of 
them make our Religion to ni! in Love. 
Thus ſaith Moſes in —— ſixth of Deuter ? 
whence my Text is cited, and thus faith 
bleſied 772 in the Place where my Text. 
lies, Hear, O 1/rael, the Lord our. Cal is. one 
Laut da Thou alt ler bin with all thy 5 
59 18 
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4 8 106 The qfßectionate Love of God. 


Ti is no wonder that all the Powers of our 
Natures,” with all the utmoſt Extent of our 
Capacities, muſt be devoted to the Loye and 
Service of this God, ſince there is but one, 
ſince he is God alone, and there is none beſides 
him, Iſa. xliv. 6. He muſt reign over the 
Heart and the Soul, over all our intellectual 
and our bodily Powers, pon and without 
a R Ival. 


never ftand-i in — — with — Love of 


our God. 
Some ſuppoſe this ſupreme. and intenſe 


Degree of Love, to be the whole Deſign of i 


Chriſt, in recommending the Love of God to 
us in all tlieſe four Expreſſions, Thou ſhalt 
= the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, with all thy Mind, and "with 
all thy Strength, (viz.) to intimate in general 
that all the Faculties of Nature Would be 
employed in the Love and Service of God, 
with the greateſt Interifeneſs and full Vigo 
of Exerciſe.” | 
But if we ſhould: Gftinguiſh theſe Seriten- 
ces, according to the different Powers of Na- 
ture, into ſo many different Significations, 1 
think they may be moſt naturally thus ex- 
lained : God muſt be loved with all the Mind, 
#.e. he muſt ſtand higheſt in the Eſteem of 


the Judgment: He muſt be loved 203th all 
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The Soul, 4, e. with the ſtrongeſt 9 
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The affe Hiohate Love of God, 10 
of the Will to him: He muſt be loved with 
all the Hurt, i. e. with the warmeſt and fin» 
cereſt Affection: And he muſt be loved 2virb 
all the Strength, i. e. this Love muſt be ma- 
nifeſted by the Exerciſe and Activity of al 
the inferior Powers. 

The Hurt in the Language of Scripture, 
and in the common Senſe of Men, is the Seat 
of the Paſſions, i. e. of Fear, Hope, Love, 
Hatred, Joy, * Shame, Deſire, and 
ſuch like, which are uſually called the Paſ- 
ſions or Affection: of the Heart. I ſhall not 
ſtand in' this Place to give a more . or 
philoſophical Account of them. 

If it be enquired why the Heart: is Kid ti to 
be the Seat of the Paſſions, there is this good 
Reaſon for it, (viz.) Tis by ſenſible Ef- 
fects on the Heart, that ſeveral of the Aﬀec- 
tions do chiefly exert and manifeſt themſelves, 
and *twas chiefly for this Reaſon that Few; 
Philoſophy gave the Soul of Man its chief 
Reſidence in 2 Hurt, and Ne d be 
the Seat of the Paſſions... / 
The Heart alſo in Seripture, and in almoſt 
all Nations and Languages is uſedꝭ to 
or imply Sincerity what is done from the 
Heart is done ſincerely, perhaps becauſe the 
Paſſions are naturally ſincere, and are not ſo 
eaſy to be aged as the outward Aon 
of Men: R Dioden I 
Now Care: it is m Deſign. and of 
the Exerciſes of the Dn or ——_ or -* 
——_—_ in 5-1 Apairs f Nuligion, choſen 

cholen 
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_ choſen this Sentence as the Foundation of 
my Diſcourſe: The plain and obvious Pro- 


| r contained in the Words is this, (viz,) 
The Lord our God is the proper Objelſ 


of w moſt fincere deere and our 2 


IE is not enough ſor the Eye t to be lifted, 
up to him, or the Knee to bow before him; 
tis not enough for the Tongue to ſpeak of 
him, or the Hand to act for his Intereſt in 
the World; all this may be done by painted 
— whoſe Religion is all Diſguil 
and Vanity: but the Heart with all the in- 
ward Powers and Paſſions muſt be devoted 


to him in the firſt Place: This is Religion 


indeed. The great God values not the Sei- 
vice of Men, if the Heart be not in it: The 
Lord ſees and judges the Heart; he has 10 
Regard to outward Forms of Worſhip, i 
there be no inward Adoration, if no deyout 
Affection be employ'd cherein. Tis there- 
ſore a Matter of infinite Importance to haye 
the whole Heart engaged ſtedfaſtly for God. 
If this be done we ſhall have a ſufficient Evi- 
dence in our ſelves, that we are truly relige 
Me and are beloved of God. 
Il e thi Sj, 1 ll confi 
theſe ſeven Thien 


| 4h What is eta and im aun the 
7 and ſupreme Love of God. 

II. What will be the Effects of this ſi- 

preme Love to God on all the other _—_ 


or how this divine Paſſion will engage all the 


5 reſt of the affectionate Powers in the Intereſts 
Rensen. 
2 III. Of what Uſe and Inpertue the Paſ- 


ſions are in Religion, and what Advantage 
is to be derived from them. 
fred IV. How far the Paſſions may be abuſed 
ui even in religious Concerns, or what is the 
irregular Uſe of them, and how their Efforts 
t in ſhould be limited ad reſtrained. 
wr Under each of theſe Heads, hall propoſe 
ſome uſeful Reflections. i 
if V. We ſhall ſhew how the affectionate 
ay Chriſtian may be vindicated againſt the Ca- 
vils and Reproaches of Men i in, His warmeſt | 
Ver. Exerciſes of Devotion. 
The VI. What Relief or Comfort ay be given 
to humble and ſincere Chriſtians, who com. 
plain that they feel but very low 
this affectionate Love to God, or of the Ex 
erciſe of pious Paſſions, either in publick 
Worſhip or in their devout Retirements. 
VII. What are the moſt proper and effec- 
tual Methods of exciting and engaging the 
Affections in Religion. Of each of cheſe in 


their ener | 


Firſt What 7 15 prefuppoſe d and imphed in the 
ME /upreme "and affetFionate Love of God. ph 
in the A 3 Theſe five Things“ 3 


vey 1 Some 


* 1 might have Dry the affectionate Love of God here by 
the Love of Efteem, the Love of Benevolence, and the Love of 
Com lacence, —_— to the Diſtributions of Love in the forego- 


, 
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I. Some good Degrees of the Knowledge of God, 
and ſuch an Acquaintance with him, us. 


raiſe the big heſi Efteem of him in our Mind, 
Tis impoſſible that we ſhould love any Thing 
that we know not: And tis not to By expec- 
ted that we ſhould love God ſupremely, or 
with all our Heart, if we have not known him 
to be more excellent, and mare defirable than 
all. other Things we are acquainted with. 
We muſt have the higheſt Opinion of his 
tranſcendent Worth, or we cannot love. him 
above all Things. 

Itis granted we may love or delight in Give 
| Obje Qs of an inferior Nature, as they ate In- 
— of our Health or Eaſe or Com- 
fort; ſo we are ſaid to love our Habitation 
and our- Food, . becauſe they miniſter to our 
Conveniency or Support in the preſent; Lik. 
We may love ſome poor worthleſs Wretehes 
with good Will and Compaſſion, becauſe we 
urn to beſtow ſome Benefits upon them. 
We love our Country and our Kindred'witha 
Sort of natural Attachment of the Heart, 
becauſe they belong to our ſelves, and we are 
(as it were) of a Piece with them. We love 
our Friends becauſe we eſteem them poſleſſed 
of ſome valuable Properties, and able to con- 
{er Benefits on us, or to relieve out Wants: 

But unlefs we ſee the great and bleſſed God 


— 
in bg Treatiſe of chef Paſſ ions Bot! G rather in this Place to ſhew 
what Acts or Operations of the Underſtanding and Will, are preſup 
poled and included in the Love of God: The more Fele 
Operations of it are reſerved to the next Kin. 0 % 


. is * 
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od, as a Being, poſſeſsd of the higheſt Excellen- 
nay cies, and capable of beſto ing on us the rich- 
ind, Wl ct Benefits, unleſs we ſee him as an All- 
ing ſufficient Good, we ſhall never love him with 
ec- our whole Heart: The Affection to To unſeen 
or and ſpiritual a Being as God is, can never riſe 
um high where the Eſteem is but low: Where 
ban I the Love ought to be ſuperior to all other 

ith. Loves, the Eſteem muſt be tranſcendent. 
— II. 1 he affectionate and ſupreme Love of 
God, preſuppoſes Hope of an Intereſt to 
be obtained 15 bis — W 7850. 
vantages to be derived from him. If Ilie down 
in deſpair of his Mercy, I cannot look on God, 
even in all his ſupreme Excellencies, with an 
Eye of Love. The Devil, the worſt of Crea- 
tures, knows more of the tranſcendent Glo- 
ing Worth of the great God, than the wi- 
it and the beſt of Mortals here on Earth : But 


ede he knows there is no Hope for him toobtain 
zem. an Intereſt in his Favour, and therefore he 
itha Bl continues in his old Enmity. His Rebellion 
cart, has cut him off from all ion of di- 


vine ; and. therefore. he cannot love 
this God of infinite Excellency. A dreadful 
State indeed, | for an intelligent Being that 
he cannot love what he knows to be ipfinite- 
ly amiable! | * TRÞ4% 3 9 11 Dp ; 
Hope is the moſt alluring Spri ring of Lov, 
Terror and flayiſh Fear ftand oppoſite to 


in it, and fo far as-weifear God as an 
we are not made pe 24 in his Love, 1 John 


this holy Affection: Such Fear has Tm 


'S . 
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iv. 18. We love him becauſe we hope that 
he has, or ke will love us: Tis the Aſſu- 
rance, or at leaſt the Expectation of ſome 
Intereſt in God that engages the moſt affec- 
tionate Love: And perhaps the Words of 
my Text may have ſome Reference herety 
when it is ſaid, hon ſhalt love the Lord th 
God, When we believe or hope that the 
Lord is our God, we cannot but love him. 
III. This Love of the Heart implies : 
ſtrong Inclination of tbe Will toward God, 1 
ſteady bent of Soul toward this bleſſed Au. 
thor of our Being and Happineſs : It implia 
a Choice of him above and beyond all thing 
elſe, as our moſt deſirable Portion and ou 
eternal Good. If any thing in this Worll 
be the choſen Portion of our Souls, if am 
; thing beneath and beſides God be made o 
Id chief Hope, our Support, and our Life, ou 
4 Hearts will run out in ſtrongeſt Affection 
toward it, for it is our chief Happinek; 
and we can never love God as it becomes: 
Creature to love his Creator. 
The holy Sſalmiſt was a moſt affectiann 
Lover of 1 , and how often does ht 
call him * Portion f Bis Inheritance, hi 
uge, and his fal. xvi. 5. Pfal. cli. 
Fe", in the — Pfal. 26. Ton art th 
Seren wth of my Heart and my Portion for ever 
Blefled Saint! ! he had choſen God jor his e. 
IV. This affeQtionate and Spie Lore 
4 of God includes in it an ouigoing of the Heu 
EY. | e 
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after him with moſt intenſe Longings, and mo) 
Hi Senſations 4 This 15 atk we are tor 
to call more eminently the Love of Defire, 
and the Love of Delight, which I ſhall ſpeak 
of more at large in the following Diſcourſe, 
The Heart of a fincere good Man is reſtleſs 
till it find God, that is, till it obtain a ſo- 
lid Hope and Perſuaſionof his Love, a grow - 
ing Conformity to him, and conſtant De- 
light in him. The Heart is not eaſy with- 
out God: It acquieſces and reſts in him a- 
lone. If I have God for my Friend, and 
my everlaſting Portion, I have all: If he be 
abſent, O that I knew where I might find him] 
And if he manifeſt his Preſence with his 
divine Influences, Come back, O my Soul, from 
among ft. the Creatures; come back and return 

to 5 _— l 

V. Where the Love of God reigns in the 
Affections it ill command all the other Powers 
of Nature, and all the reft of the Paſſions to 
aff futtably to this Sovereign and ruling Afecti. 
on of Loves The Eye will often look up to 
od in a way of Faith and humble Depen- 
dence : The Ear will be attentive to his holy 
Word: The Hund will be lifted up to Hea- 
ven in daily Requeſts ; the Knees will be bent 


in humble Worſhip : All the outward Pow=. 
ers will be buſy in doing the Will of God, 
and promating his Glory : He that loves God 
will keep his Commattdients, and fulfil every 
prefent Duty with delight: He will endea- 


watch 


1 


— 


your'ts pleaſe God in all hjs Actions, and 
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watch againſt and avoid whatſoever may .of- 
fend him. And while the ſeveral outward 
Powers are thus cngag'd, all the inward Af. 
fections of Nature will be r d in cor- 
reſpondent Exereiſes. Supreme Love wil 
govern all the active Train of human Paſli- 
ons, and lead em 8 to chearſul Obe. 
dience. _... | 
This 8 me to. che next Thing 1 pro- 
poſed : But beſore I enter upon it I would 
make theſe four Refleclians, which will 6 cou- 
clude the preſent Diſcouſſe.. 
Reflection 1. How vain are all che Pre. 
tences in love God who, 1 little or no- 
thing of him, who; are neither acquainted 
with the glorious Perſections of Nat f 
nor with the wondrous Diſcoveries of 
his Grace! Love muſt be founded in Roy: 
ledge. How vain are their Pretences to love 
God with all their Heart, and in a fu Sai 
Degree, who never faw him to be a 
of. ee Worth, of ſurpaſſim ing = 
cellency, and capable of making them for 
ever happy; who value their Corn and 1775 
Wine and their Oil, their Buſing els, the 
Riches, , or their Diverſions. more than Go 
aud his Love! rl 
How ſenſeleſs and irt is the 'Pretence 
wo love God above all Things, i 11 N 
reſolve to live upon him as our Hope, and 
en if we. do not. chooſe him to be 
and our All, our Chief and All-ſaff- 
Vent Portion in! this World, and that to ie 


PR. | 


Where the Idea of God as a Being of ſu- 
preme Excellence doth not reign in the Mind, 
where: the Will is not determined and fixt on 
God, as our ſupreme Good, Men are Stran- 
gers to this ſacred and divine Affection A 
Love. Till this be done we cannot be ſaid 
to love God with all the Heart. 
Refi. II. How neceſſary and uſeful a Prac- 
tice it is for a Chriſtian to meditate often 
on the tranſcendent Perſection and Worth of 
the bleſſed God, to ſuryey his Attributes, 
and his Grace in Chriſi Feſas, to keep up in 
the Mind: a conſtant Idea of his fupreme Ex- 
cellence, . and frequently to repeat and con- 
firm the Choice of him, as our higheſt Hope, 
our Portion, and our everlaſting ! This 
will keep the Love of God warm at the 
Heart, and maintain the divine Affection in 
its primitive Liſe and rr 
But if our Id a of the adorable and ſu- 
preme Excellence of God grows faint and 
feeble, / and fink lower in the Mind; if we 
loſe the Sight of his amiable Glories; the 
Senſe of his amazing Love in the Goſpel 
is rich. Promiſes, and his alluring Graoc, ff 
our Will cleave not to him as our chief Good, 
and live not on him daily as our ſpring of Ha 


. 
» 
* 


pineſs; we ſhall abate the Fervency of this 
lacred. Paſſion, ; our Loxe to God will grow 
cold by Degrees, and ſuffer great and guilty 
re ne ne 
Re III. How greatly and eternally , are 
de indebted to J% the Son of God, who 
n 1 2 has 


* * 
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has revealed the Father to us in all his 'moff Sin 
amiable Characters and Glories, and brought der 
him as it were, within the reach of our Love! Ey 

The three great Sprin of Love to God are anc 
theſe 4 clear Dj iſcovery 5 e God is in himfelf: wh 
a lively Senſe of what he has done for us; and hin 
a well-grounded Hope of what he will befiow Imf 
upon us. All thele are owing chiefly to our Wl Sig 
bleſſed Jeſus. Let us confider them di Lo 
n ( 


r.) It is be, even the beloved Son of 
| God, who lay in the Boſom of the Father, 
who has Az a fuller and brighter Diſcovery 
to us What God is, what an admirable and 
tranſcendent Being, a Spirit glorious in al 
Perfections. Tis true, the Light of Nature 
dictates ſome of theſe Things to us, and the 
antient Prophets have given further Mani- 
feſtations. But none knows the Father ' fo u 
the Son does, and hoſe to whom the Son Will re 
veal him. Matt. xi. 27. That bleſſed Per- 
- fon who is one with he Father, muſt know 
him beſt. That illuſtrious Man, who is ſo 
intimately united to God, and in whom dwells 
all the Fullnefs of the Godhead bodily ; be 
whoſe Name is Emanuel, God with us, or 
God manifeft in the Fleſh ; he muſt know the 
Father with ſuch an exquiſite Knowledge as i 
far tranſcends the reach of all our Ideas. 
Let it be noted alſo that the bleſſed Peſis 
came down from Heaven not only to nem 
God all- piers and 00% but 1 
appear all-lovely an * in the Ryes 
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Sinners, by repreſenting him in all the Won- 
ders of his Compaſſion and forgiving Mercy. 
Even a great, a juſt, and a holy God, is lovely 
and amiable in the Sight of guilty Creatures, 
when he is willing to reconcile the World to 
himſelf in and by his Son Jeſus Chrift, not 
imputing to them their Iniquities. Such a / 
Sight of God is the firſt attractive of our 
Loye. 9 Soy 5 
(2.) Tis the Son of God who came to 
inform us what God has done for us, and there; 
by to engage our Love. The Reaſon of 
Man, and our daily Experience teach us that 
he is the Author of our Being and our Bleſ- 
ſings : He cauſes the Sun to ſhine, and his Rain 
to FO on the Earth ; he gives us fruitful 

a 


Seaſons, and fills our Hearts with Food and 
Gladneſs, But tis Jeſus, who has told us 
the eternal Counſels of his Father's Love, 
and what kind Deſigns he form'd for our 
Recovery from Sin and Hell, when in his 
own Fore-knowledge he beheld us fallen and 
miſerable : He has told us what eternal and 
unfailing Proviſion God has made for us by 
giving us into the Hands of his Son, eyen 
into thoſe Hands where he has entruſted the 
infinite Concerns of his own Honour; and 
chat he appointed his Son to redeem! our | 
Lives, by his own bloody Death = 

This is Love glorious indeed, and fit to 
_—_— warmeſt Aﬀettions to 


SY It 


» 
* 


Heaven a proper and more engaging Ob- 
ject of our Love. n 
(.) Again, It is this fame glorious Per- 
ſon, the Son of God, who has informed uy 
at large, not only what God has already done, 
but what he will do for us; and has given us 
the Hope of everlaſting Bleſſings. He has 
confirm'd all the Words of Grace that God 
ſpake to Men by Angels and Prophets in 
5 —— Ages, and he has added many a rich 
and moſt expreſs Promiſe of a glorious Re- 
ſurrection, aid a future State, and ſet them 
beſore us in a divine Light beyond what the 

rophets or the Angels ever knew in antient i 
Times: He has aſſured returning Sinners of M 
the Pardon of higheſt Crimes, and the moſt I 
- aggravated. Iniquities ; and He hath, ſecured 
the. everlaſting Fayour and Preſence. of God 
to all his Followers ; for by the Father's Ap- 
pointment he is gone to prepare Manſions of 
Glory for them; that where he is they may bt 
% ; that they may dwell with him, and 
with his Father for ever. 
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The affectionate Love of God. ay. "Mi 
Thus it appears that our everlaſting Thanks a 
and Praiſes are due to the bleſſed Jeſus, WhO 
has laid the Foundation of Love between an 
offended God and his guilty Creature, Man. 
He has reveabd the great God to us, has 
told us hat he is, and has ſet him before 
us in his moſt amiable Glories: He has 
taught us what Wonders of Mercy God hath 
wrought ſor us already, and what Bleſſings 
he will beſtow on us, thro' the future Ages of 
Eternity: And thus he hath open'd all the 
Springs of Love to allure our Hearts to 
God. What Chriſtian can withhold his Love 
and Praiſe from ſo worthy, ſo divine a Be- 
ne factor?) 201 189 
Refi. IV. I may therefore well add in the 
laſt place, that no Perſon in Heaven or Earth 
was ſo proper to recommend to us this divine 
Virtue, the Love of God, as Chriſt Jeſus, our 
Saviour who ſpeaks the Words of my Text: 
He who. was himſelf the beloved Son of God, N 
the firſt Favourite of Heaven, the higheſt 13 
Object of his Father's Love, and the | beſt 
and moſt perfe& Lover of his Father: He 
who was the great Peace-maker between 
God and Sinners, the chief Miniſter and = 
Meſſenger of his Father's Love to Men. If 3 
he had not undertook. to make Peace we had 
{till continued Children of Wrath, and in 
the ſame State with fallen Angels, who are 
never invited to return to the Love of God. 
There is no Prophet, no Meſſenger ſent to 
require or charge them to love God, for there 
Jol © With is 
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is no Prieſt or 5 nn for 
them. 

Whois ſo fit a Perſon to urge upon our Cons 
ſciences this bleſſed Command of Love 1 
God, as he who came to redeem us from our 
State of Rebellion and Enmity, to deliver 
us from the Anger of God, and the Curſe oſ 
the Law, and everlaſting Death? Who can 
give us ſuch pathetick Motives, and fo pow. 
erful a Charge to love the Lord our God with 


alone 
Aﬀet 
But | 
me n 
wrou 
ſince! 
poſſe 
cont? 
ſupre 


them 


our whole Heart, as he who came to write hi BI H: 
Father's Love to us in Lines of Blood, & che b 
ven his own Blood? He whoſe Heart ws WMGhr; 
pierc'd for the fake of finful Men; he who WW Eſtee 
came to ſeal the Covenant of Love between Mandi 
God and Man with the Anguiſh of his Soul, ſuffic 
and the Blood of his Heart? How all-glori- Sprir 
ous and well-choſen is this Meſſenger of the Minot t 


Love and Precepts of God ! T his bleſſed Ntineſ 
Prophet, who is ſent from God to recom- ö | 
mend to us the eternal Duty of divine Love; i 
who is alſo our great High-prieſt to recon- W 

cile us to God! Vet how little Succeſs has 
the Meſſage had on the Hearts of Men! 
What a fad and juſt Occaſion of Shame and 
holy Mourning ! Forbid it, O God, that 
: fach a Meſſenger and ſuch a Meſſage OO : 
be ſent from Heaven in vain ! : 


J 


MEDITATION. Fi 
What ſhall I do to become a true Lover Wp: 
of God? Since I know there is but one God, Gi 
$ an. at RFI Heart to him, 


59 
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alone ; I would fain have him reign in my 
Affections ſupreme and without a' Rival, 
But let me recolle&t myſelf a little, and let 
me not deny what God and his Grace have 
wrought in my Soul. Do I not love him 
ſincerely, and above all Things? Am I not 
poſſeſs'd of thoſe Qualifications which are 
contain'd and imply'd in the affectionate and 
ſupreme Love of God? Let me run over 

them in Meditation and Self-enquiry, 
* Have I not beheld him as the firſt and 
che beſt of Beings ? Have I not ſeen him moſt 
Glorious in himſelf, and worthy of the higheff 
Eſeem and Love? Am I not deeply convinc'd 
Wand firmly perſuaded that he is the only all- 

ſufficient Good? That he is the over-flowi 
„Spring of Grace and Bleſſedneſs? Have 
Wot been taught to ſee the Vanity and emp- 
Wtineſs of all Things beneath and belides 
Cod, and that without him I can never ar- 
ive at true Happineſs ? Has he not the moſt 


Wranſcendent Place in my Eſteem? Yes, O 


ures are nothing in Compariſon of Thee; 
Hor can any Thing appear in my Eyes more 
Wovely and more deſirable than God and his 
Love. 
Aan Have I not been invited and raiſed by 
Y Grace to ſome humble Hope of thy Favour ? 
Haſt thou not reveal'd thyſelf in thy Word 
a God condeſcending to be reconcil'd to 
Jod, Pinners, willing to be reconcil'd to me? As 
im, R God willing to make Creatures happy, o- 
ne; het] ven 


fe 
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122 The afettionate-Love of God. 
yen every Creature that deſires to centre it. 
that ſublime, that moſt excellent, that ſu- 
preme Being, the holy and bleſſed God 
How merciful! how compaſſionate ! Haye 
I not ſeen him in his Word deſcending with. 
in the Reach of my Hope? And have I not 
rejoic'd to think that he gives me leave to 
in him as an eternal Portion for my 
Soul, and that he holds out the Arm of hi 
Love to receive me? 1 
May I not proceed yet further, O my 
God? Has not my Will been drawn: powerful 
toward thee, and made choice of thes as my ever. 
laſting Good ? Have I not turn'd my Back i 
upon Creatures at thy Call, and divided my 


{elf from Every Thing, that I might be mor {ni 


nearly united to thee? Have I not renou- if 
ced tliem all, that I might be intiroly tie 
Lord's? Does not my Soul with firm Pu- 
poſe cleave to thee, as my immortal Portio 
and my ever during Inheritance? 
Vet again, O my Lord, Does not my Ham 
ſometi mes go:out after thee with moſt pleg 
Senſations ? O that I could ſay it never VN 


dred? But I humbly hope it will newer n= 
ver be at reſt while abſent from God. Some 


times like the Needle that is feebly touch 

with the ſovereign Influence of the Loa 
fone, it may be drawn aſide by other I- 
fluences, and tis too ready to wander fron 
the beloved Point: But may I not appei 
tO thee, O my God, that like the Need 


n7 


ll 


i is ever hol ir point bo thee Ke 

0 Wto toe Of | 2 of my Rrongeſt e, 
1 and m reme Love? bn webs i 

4 2 Fle eſhand Spirit EF" all 4 
25 owers under t he Command. thrs diviue 
Principle, this holy Fire of Love? ? oes not this 
heavenly Affection reign in my Soul over 
all my Faculties, all my Senſes, and all my 
Paſſions? Are not all my little Affairs in thi 
orld, and all my more im ortant Con- 
erns regulated and govern'd by, this holy 
Love? Can'ſt thou bear the 1 hought, O 
y Soul, of, acting contrary to this inward 
ital and reigning Principle? Are not all my 
ortal Intereſts fubdu'd and devoted to 
vine Love, and all my immortal Intereſts 
nited and ſum'd up in it? Whom bee T in 
Haven, O Lord, but thee, and what is there 
Earth that I dire i in Compariſon v2 thee? _ 
W Theſe Eyes of mine, Whitfier all they 

f ook, bat toward thee * Theſe Feet, whi- 
Wher ſhall they go but on thy Meſlages ? 
| hat ſhall theſe Hands do but 2 work which 
ou appointeſt them? What is there that my 
1 ongue is imploy d in with ſo much Delight 
| is in ſpeaking of thee, and to thee, my Lord, 

Id my God? All thit Iam, and all that L 
gave is thine for ever and ever: Am] not then 

ſincere Lover? 

Bleſſed be the Name of Jeſas, the Son 
df God, and my Saviour, that has deſcended 
rom Heaven to dwell with Duſt and Aſhes, 
hat he might bring ſuch worthleſs Wretches 
$ WE Ke within the attractiye Force of di- 


vine 
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vine Love? Our Sins ſtood between God 
and Man like a Wall of dreadful Separati. 
on; but by his glorious Atonement he haz 
remov'd the Bar, and made the Way of Ac. 
ceſs to God free and open, that God and Man 
might be united in the Bond of perpetual 
Love : He call'd Sinners by his own Voice 
and he calls them ſtill by the Word of hi 
Goſpel, to partake of this Privilege. 0 
bleſſed Meſſenger of divine Love! And be 
ſends down his own Spirit from Heaven 
where he dwells, to make us willing to par. 
take of this Felicity, and to draw our Heart 
near to God. Come, O divine Spirit, come, 
dwell in this Heart of mine, as an unchang. 
ing Principle of holy Love ! Guard ny 
Heart from all meaner Allurements and In- 
fluences, while I am travelling thro the dan- 


gerous Region of this World, till I am u. 


riv'd beyond the Reach of Danger, till! 
xeſt for ever in the Boſom of God, my {u- 
preme Love, and my everlaſting All, 


— 
— 


DISCOURSE H. 


Divine Love is the commandimg Paſſion. 


AVING declar'd at large in the for 
mer Sermon what is imply'd in the 
ſupreme Love of God; the ſecond general Head 
of Diſcourſe requires me to ſhew how this 
one Paſſion of divine Love will influence all the 
other Affelt ions of the Heart. The whole 
World are Witneſſes to this Effect of Love 
in the common Affairs of Mankind; and 
this powerful Paſſion ſtill retains its on 
Nature and Sovereignty over the reſt, when 
God is the Object of it, which will appear in 
the following Inſtances. 

I. If the Soul be warm'd with divind 
Love, The various Diſcoveries that God makes 
of himſelf to us, will not only be Matter of fre- 
quent Contemplation, but of pleaſing Wonder. 
Admiration or Wonder is a noble Paſſion 
ariſing from the View of ſomething that is 
new and ſtrange, or upon the notice of ſome 
rare and uncommon Object: Now when {o 
glorious and r 
and bleſſed God becomes the Object 
Notice and our Love, with what — 
do we ſurvey his Glories, which are ſo rare, 


18 1 that there are none to com- 


1 


238 


the Works of Nature aud Providence When 


126 
pare with them? We ſhall meditate on the 
furprizing Diſcoveries that he has made of 
himſelf,” till we find new Matter” of hoh 


Divine Love is 


Admiration in all of them. Sincere and fer. 
vent Love is ever finding ſome new Beauties 
and Wonders in the Perſon ſo much belovd 
The Lover of God traces the Foot-ſteps di 
infinite Wiſdom and all- ſufficient Power in 


he beholgs the Heavens, the Work of the Fikger, 
of God; and the Moon and Stars which. he hu 
creuted, he firſt obſerves their immenſ 
Vaſtneſs, their Order, and Beauty, and won- 
ders at the Skill and divine Conttivanee of 
him that made them: O Lord, how greit, 
how manifold are thy Works ? In Wiſdom: buf 
thou, made them all. Pal, civ. 24. And then 
he. wonders again at the condeſcending Good- 
neſs of God to his little Creature, Man 
Lord, what is Man, that thou art miha ul 
Him, on t be Son of Man, thut thou fhowdft vi 
fit him & Pfal. viii. 4. The loving Kindneb 
of God has many admirable Circumſtance 
in it as well as his Wiſdom. and Power; ani 
therefore the Royal P/almift calls, it Maro. 
lous. Pſal. xxxi. 21. and ſpends many a-2ſain 
in the devout Admiration of it. 1 bog w 
Many of the Prouiuences of God: are fur- 
prizing: He aloue doth, great Wonders; Pal 
Cxxxvi. 4. In the Heavens and in the Earll 
he doth Things unſearchable, maroelloys Thim 
without Number, Job v. 9. The Soul that 


* 


loves Cod will recall his ancient Woods 


FS 


take 


Notice of 
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with feet Delight, Pal. Ixvii. 1 J. and wilt 
all his marvellous Ways 


127; 


in x 


his preſent Conduct of the World and the 
Church. + 0 

There is fatkcient Matter i rh God, for the 
pleaſurable and everlaſting Entertainment of 


this holy Paſſion : He is an, immenſe 


oat} 69% 1} 1 DE '3T if: 


i: * my 


Qcean 


of Glories and Wonders. There is nothing 
in God but what would be marvellous and 
aſtoniſhing to us, if we had our Eyes divine- 
ly enlightned, and our Hearts fired with di- 


vine Love. 


Every 


Creature has fomething 
in it that ſurpaſſes our Knowledge, and com, 


mands, our Admiration: But what are all 
theſe 1 in "Compariſon of God, the alwiſe and 


almighty; 


Artificer, who made them all by 


his Wiſdam, and the Breath of his Mouth? 
The Soul that loves God, is ready to ſee and 


take Notice of God. in every 


Thing: 


He 


walks thro' the Fields, he obſerves the Won=- - 
ders of divine Workmanſhi ip, in every 


leſt, in 


ture: 


75 


with, his Feet, 
Shapes, and, Colours; and Ornaments of, 


N oa al 


. +3 


dif- 


ſerent Tree on his right Hand n eos on his 


the Herbs and Flowers that he treads 


in the rich Diverlity = 


"The beholds and admires his God 1 — 


all. He ſees the Birds, in their airy; Flight, 


rcht upon the Branches, ,and;fending 


their various 


Melody: He,obleryes the 
8 Flocks, * the dare Cattlei in cheit 
Uerenx Forme and M anners of Life 3+he 


books, don upon little Inſects, andy takes 
their Li: « and Motions, their ſhinr 
g 
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4.7 * . 1 4 ** * 


eee n u . admins 


Divine Love is 
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ing Bodies, and their golden or painted m 


in them all: In the leaſt Things of Naas 2 
he can read the Greatneſs of God, and it i; ff 
what of God he finds in the Greature that 
renders Creatures more delightful to him, 
Creatures are but his Steps to help him to 
rife toward Gd. 

If it were poſlible for our Admiration, to 
run thro” and finiſh all the marvellous Thing 
of Nature and Providence, there would re- 
main ſtill a vaſt Field of Wonders in his 
Mord, in his Law, in his Goſpel, in his Tranſ- 
actions of Grace with the Children of Men. 
David, that intenſe Lover of God, was ever 
| meditating on his Statutes, his Word, his 
Teſtimonies; he ſearched wondrous Thing 
out of his Law; Pat. cxix. 18. and ever Found 77 
ſomething in them worthy of his high Efteem, WW yer 
and his holy Joy. O how I love thy Lam. ii Ml in 
my Meditation all the Day. I have ſeen an Eil WM Att 
of all Perfection, but thy Commandments are er- glo 
ceeding broad, Pſal. cxix. 96, 97. But above Ml of 
all, the Riches of Mercy manifeſted in the BW He 
Goſpel, awaken and raiſe the holy Soul to: fr 
ſublime Degree of Aſtoniſhment. © his is th neſs 
Lord's doing indeed, and it is marvellous in ou W of } 
Eyes, Plal. cxviii. 23. T his was he 10 f tht vel! 
was hid in God, and 4 ee the 'Warll wre 
began, it was conceal” es and Gene- cre: 
_ Hons, and is now mate manifeſt, to the Intent 77 

0 


b now unto DPrincipalities and Powers 
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made known by the Charch, the manifold, the 
amazing Wiſdom of God, Rom. xvi. 25. Eph, 
iii. 9. There is enough in this Goſpel to 
raiſe the Vonder even of the Sinners that re- 
fuſe it: Hear, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and 


periſh, Acts xiii. 41. Much more will it ſeize 
im. and employ the admiring Powers of every 


holy Soul, that has taſted of the Love of 
God, and been Partaker of this Salvation. 
There is a divine and ten- ſold Pleaſure at- 
tends this Exerciſe of ſacred Admiration, 
while the Soul in the Language of Faith 
and Love can ſay, Thou art the God who alone 
| dot Wonders, and thou art my God for ever and 
ever. Thr, 

I might add after all, there is yet ſtill ano- 
ther World of Wonders to employ the Lo- 
yer of God, and that is the Perſon of his Son 
Feſus Chriſt. our Saviour. There God diſco- 
vers himſelf in his fulleſt Grace and Wiſdom, 
in his higheſt Power and Perfection. The 
Attributes of the Father ſhine tranſcendently 
glorious in his Son, and become the Object 
of Love and Wonder to Men and Angels. 
He is the faireſt Image of the inviſible God, the 
firſt-born of every Creature + He 1s the Bright= 
neſs of the Father's Glery, and the _— Image 
of his Perſon, Col. i. Heb. i. All the mar- 
vellous Things that God the Father ever 
wrought, twas in and by his Son. Did he 
create all Things out of nothing ? it was by 
W Chriſt, Eph. iii, 9. Does he govern the 


orld with amazing Wiſdom ? tis by ma- 


2 K king 


* 
I % 
* 
* ak 
4 


-- 


r a wo EY Wy © "Rs 
\ 8 4 WES \ — * 
"0 5" 
* * * 
5 
. 
1 
* 
* * 
1 
„ 
4 
* 
« 


130 Divine Love is 


king his Son Jeſus the Governor and Lord of 

all Things. Does he redeem and fave guil 
Sinners from everlaſting Miſery? Thele 
Wonders of Mercy are tranſacted by the 
Cradle and the Croſs of Jeſus, by the Death 
and the Lite of Chriſt, by the Sorrows, the 
Sufferings, and the Victories of the Son of 
God. His Name is called Wonderful, Iſa. ix 
6. For he who is the Child born, is allo the 
mighty God: The infant of Days is the ever- 
laſting Father, the firſt and the laſt, the Begin- 
ning and the End of all Things: W hat ſub- 
lime and ſacred Raptures of Love and Won- 
der join together, when a devout Chriſtian 
contemplates his God in his Nature, in his 
Providences, in all his Works, in the Pages 
of his holy Book, and in the Face of his Son 
the bleſſed Jeſus ? But I have dwelt too long 
amidſt theſe divine Wonders, the following 
Particulars muſt be more briefly handled. 

II. Divine Love will command the Affection 
holy Deſire. A Senſe of the Favour of God, 
and the Influences of his Grace will be the 
Matter of our moſt intenſe Wiſhes and im- 
portunate Requeſts, We ſhall long for the 
Preſence of God above all Things, both here 
and hereafter. This was the - fix'd Deſire, 
this the paſſionate Aſpiration of the holy 
Pfalmiſt, Pſal. cxix. 58. I intreated thy Favour 
with my whole Heart. What warm and pa- 
thetick Language breaks from the Lips of 
this great Saint, this ſublime Lover of God, 
in the xl, 1xiii, and Ixxxiy P/alms, My Soul 
is | longeth, 
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bngeth, yea fainteth for the Courts of the Lord, 
my Heart and my Fleſh cry out for the living 
God. As the Hart panteth after the Water 
Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul of thee, O God. 
Early, O God, will I ſeek thee, for thy loving 
Kindneſs is better than Life. When he dwells 
in his own Palace he longs for the divine Pre- 
ſence, P/al. ci. 2. I will walk within my Houſe 
with a perfect Heart; O when will thou come 
unto me? But his eminent Deſire is to dwell 
for ever in the Sanctuary, One Thing have I 
defired of the Lord, that will T ſeek after, that 
I may ever abide in his Houſe, there to behold 
the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire and con- 
verſe with him in his holy Temple, Pſal. xxvii. 
4. O happy Soul, where all theſe active 
Springs of Paſſion are touched and influenced 
by divine Grace! Hunger and Thirſt, and 
all the longing Powers and Appetites of 
animal Nature, are too few and too feeble to 
exprels the holy Deſires of a Soul breathing 
aiter the Preſence of its God. | 

III. When the Love of God reigns in the 
Heart, all the Joys and Pleaſures of the Man 
will unite and centre in God, It will be our 
ſweeteſt Satisfaction, and moſt exalted De- 
light, to have God ever near us, and to be 
eyer near to God. As Abſence from God is 
a Pain at the Heart of a lively Chriſtian, 
hired with divine Love, fo his glorious Pre- 
ſence is his chief Joy. With what affectio- 
nate Language does the holy Soul of David 
rejoice in God, as his Gad, and how-does he 

K 2 employ 
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employ the charming Arts of Poeſy and Mu- 
ſick to expreſs his own Joys and the Praiſes 
of his almighty Friend. One muſt run thro? 
a Multitude of his P/ahnms to copy out the 
bright Expreſſions of holy Delight, which he 
found in the Love of God; even the Prof- 
pet and Hope of waiting on him in his 
Temple, fills his Spirit with ſacred Pleaſure, 
Pal. xliii. 4. I will go to the Altar of God, un- 
to God my exceeding Joy, yea upon the Harp wil 
I praiſe thee, O God my God. /al. brii 
50. When I remember thee on my Bed, and me- 
ditate on thee in the Night Watches, my Soul 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſ, 
and my Mouth ſhall reg thee with joyful Lis, 
This Joy which is derived from the Love 
of God, is ſupreme over all other Joys, and 
independent of other Comforts : When all the 
nether Springs of Delight among Creatures 
are dried up, this is a Fountain of eternal 
Pleaſure, a Spring of ever flowing Delight. 
Hab. iii. 18. 7 ho! the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 
and there ſhall no Fruit be in the Vine, tho the 
Field ſhall yield no Meat, and the Flock be cut 
off from the Fold, yet the Lord God is my Strength, 
I will rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the Gul 
of my Salvation. | 
IV. Where the Love of God preyails in 
the Heart, every Thing that belongs to God, his 
N Word, his Inſtitutions, his Church and Peoplt, 
will in ſome Proportion be the Objecis of out 
Choice and Love, of our holy Defire and Delight. 
Has Godcondelcended to give us his Word, 
| TY "FM 
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to write a Book of Knowledge and Grace for the 
Uſe of Men? how much Delight will the 
holy Soul take in reading and hearing the 
bleſſed Words of this Book ! A Flame of 
heayenly Love kindled in the Heart, will en- 
gage us to converſe often with thoſe divine 
Notices of himſelf, which God has ſent us 
from Heaven. Our Delight will be placed in 
the Law, and Goſpel of cur God, and therein 


ſhall we meditate Day and Night, Pal. i. 2. O 


how I love thy Law, ſays David, it is my 
Meditation all the Day; and in the Night 
he remembers the Name of God, P/al. cxix. 


$3, 97: | | 
Has the great God built a Temple for him- 


felf on Earth, even the Aſſemblies of the Saints? 


has he appointed Methods of Worſhip in 
which Men ſhall addreſs his Majeſty, and 
whereby he will make them Partakers of his 
Love? how deſirous is the lively Chriſtian to 
attend on all theſe Methods of divine Ap- 
pointment, to abide in the Sanctuary, to fre- 
quent the Houſe of Prayer, and wait for the 
Manifeſtations of the Power and Glory of 
God? I have loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, 
lays David, and the Place where thine Honour 
dwelleth + How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O 
Lord of Hoſts ! Pal. Xvi. 8. and IX iv. 1. 
Has God raiſed up Children for himſelf, out 
of the Sons and Daughters of fallen Adam ? 
then every one that loves God will love his Off= 
ſpring too, 1 John v. 1. This is one of the 
chief Evidences of a ſincere Love to God, 
r K 3 Cy when; 


134 Divine Love is 
when we love his People, and thoſe who beat 
his Image, without the narrow View of a Sed 
or Party, or particular Tribe of ſuch a Name. 
The Saint loves all the Saints, and the Chriſ. 
tian loves all Chriſtians; thoſe who are moſt 
like to God are the ater of the Earth, in 
whom js all his Delight: And therefore he 
pities them under all their Sorrows, and he 
relieves their Wants according to his Power, 
becauſe they ſtand in ſo near a Relation to 
the God whom he loves, and bear his loreh 
Image, 1 John iii. 16, 17. 

Has the great and glorious God one peculiar 
Son, his Firſt-born, his only Begotten, who bear 
his perfect Image, and whom he loves above 
all the reſt ? this alſo is the chief Object ofa 
Chriſtian's Love. Not Father nor Mother, 
Son nor Daughter, nor the Wife of the Bo- 
ſom, lie ſo near the Heart of a Chriſtian, a 
the Son of God doth. He not only bears: the 
neareſt Reſemblance to God, but he is one 
with God; in him dwells all the F ulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily: He is Emmanuel, God with us, 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh. There i is more of 
the Power and Wiſdom, there is more of the 
Majeſty and Mercy of God ſhines thro? the 
human Nature oft his Son Jeſus, than in al 
the Millions of Men and Angels, and all the 
Worlds of unknown Creatures that God eyet 
made: And therefore the ſanCtified Affecti- 
ons of the Soul go ſorth in the ſtrongeſt Man- 
ner, towards Jeſaus the Son of God: He is in 
their Eyes the chicfeſt 7 ten ae and al- 
2 lovely. Where 
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V. Where the Paſſion of divine Love reigns 
in the Heart, every Creature ſeparated from 
God will fall under a holy Neglect and Contempt. 
Nothing will ſerve or ſatisty the good Man, 
in the Room and Place of his God: All 
Things, when laid in the Balance, are lighter 
than Vanity ; they are in his Eſteem, like a 
ſmall Daft of the Earth before a Mountain, or 
the Dropof a Bucket, when compared with the 
Ocean. The Language of ſuch a Soul is, 
Whom have I in Heaven but the?? and there is 
none upon Earth that I deſire befides thee, Pal, 
Ixxiii. 25. Creatures, with all their Attrac- 
tives and Allurements, have no Power to 
charm his Heart away from God: The divine 
Lover is crucified to the World; ' tis like a 
dead Thing to him, taſteleſs, diſreliſhing, 
worthleſs and vain: There is a vaſt Empti- 
neſs, and wide and univerſal Deſolation in 
the World, if the Soul ſee not God in it. 
Buſineſs and Diverſions, Cities and Palaces, 
with their various Ornaments, Fields and 
Groves, Spring, Summer and Autumn, with 
all their flowery Beauties, and their taſteful 
Bleſſings, are ſome of the Delights of the Sons 
of Men: Books and Learning, and polite Com- 
pany, and refined Science, are the more ele- 
gant Joys of ingenious Spirits: "Theſe Things 
are the inticing Gratifications of the Senſes 
or the Mind of Man: They are all innocent 
in themſelves, they may be ſanctified to di- 
vine Purpoſes, and afford double Satisfaction, 
if God be amongſt them: But if God be ab- 
8 K 4 4 lent, 
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ſent, if he hide his Face, or frown upon the 
Soul, not Palaces, nor Groves nor Fields, 
not Buſineſs nor Di verſions, not all the flowery 
or taſteſul Bleſſings of Spring or Summer, 

not the more refined Joys of Books and 
Learning, and elegant Company, not all the 
rich Proviſions of Nature or Art, can enter- 
tain or refreſh, can ſatisfy or pleaſe the Soul 
of a Chriſtian, who is "x ek with the Loye 
of his God. 

I add further, if the affectionate Chriſtian 
find not Godeven in his Church and Ordinan- 
ces, if his Mind be not raiſed to heavenly Ob- 
Jes in the Houſe of God, and in his ſacred In- 
ſtitutions, they are all empty and unfatisfying; 
there is no Life nor Pleaſure in them: A Hy- 

ite is content with outward Forms, and 
is well pleaſed with having paid his Devoin, 
and made his Appearances in the Church; 
but the Heart that loves God ſincerely, cans 
not be ſatisfied with mere bodily Devotion, 
nor with any Pictures, Shadows or Emblems 
of divine Things, unleſs God who is the 
Life, the Spirit, and the Subſtance be there, 
and manifeſt himſelf in a way of Mercy; 
unleſs God fill his own Inftitution with his 
own Preſence, that is, with the Influences 
of his Grace, with the enlightning, the ſanc- 
tifying, and the W mung of 
his own Spirit. 

VI. The Love of God eremiling in the 
Heart, will awaken Zeal and Activity, and 15 
n not nh in 10 Duties of Worſbig, but 

in 
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the commanding Paſſion. 137 


in all Manner of Services for God in the World. 


Can I do any Thing for God whom I love? 
(Aith the Chriſtian) That ſhall be my joyful 
Work. There is no Labour or Fatigue too 
much to ſuſtain, no Suffering too hard to en- 
dure for the Sake of God, who is ſo ſupreme- 
ly beloved. What ſhall I do to honour the 
King of Heaven, and to render him honour- 
able in the Earth? how ſhall I ſpread his 
Glory before the Eyes of Men, who in himſelf 
is ſo tranſcendently glorious? and what ſhall 
I render to the Lord my God, for the Multi- 
tude of Mercies which he has conferred upon 
me? P/al. cxvi. Divine Love will make the 
Law of God delightful in the Practice of it, 
and none of his Precepts will be a Burden to 
the affectionate and lively Chriſtian, 1 John 
v. 3. This is the Love of God, that we keep his 
Commandments ; and his Commandments are not 
grievous, . . | | 

The Soul that loves God will be always 
aſpiring after greater Degrees of Holineſs, be- 
cauſe it renders the Man more like God: 
'Tis commonly ſaid of Friendſhip or fincere 
Love, that it either finds or makes Perſons 
like to each other. Love to God is an aſ- 
ſimilating Principle, it works more and more 
till we are transformed by Degrees into his 
Image: And if we are affectionate Lovers of 
God, we ſhall never be perfe&ly pleaſed with 
our ſelves, till we are delivered from the Bon- 
dage of this ſinful Fleſh, till we awake out of 
this dull and ſtupid State, into the World of 
| | Spirits 


——— 
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Spirits made f et, and are there atltsfed 
— the ub) pre God. This — i 
light: hat yet more exalted, when our 
Bodies be raiſed in the lixeneſs of our 
glorified Redeemer, and our Fleſh and Soul 
together ſhall be made to reſemble the holy 
Jeſus in greater Perfection, who is the firſt, 
and the neareſt Image of God. With what 
a Guſt of ſacred Pleaſure does the beloved 
Diſciple expreſs himſelf, 1 John iii. 1, 2. We 
ſhall be like him, when we - ſhall fee him as he i bs; 
| _ when with David we awake out of the Du 
2 we ſhall ſee the Face of God in Righte- 
uſneſs, and be - ſatts go with his com * Ukt- 
neſs, Pſal. xvii. uſt 
VI Every Thing that * or lee 


the 22 God, will 2 a Matter of Hatred and 
Aver fon to the divine Lover: And every 


Thing whereby God has been offended i in Time 


aft, will be the Occaſſon of Shame and Grief. I 
/ hate vain Thoughts, (faith holy Davia) but 

thy Law —— Pfal. cxix. 113. Sin is the 
Object of conſtant Hatred in all its Views, 
becauſe it is contrary to the Nature, the Will 
and the Law of God, who is the ſupreme 
Object of Love: The good Man is exceeding 
fearful of doing any Thing that may offend 
or diſpleaſe his God. When his Soul looks 
back upon his own Sins, he finds abundant 
Matter for Sorrow —— holy Shame, for Selſ- 
reſentment and pious Indignation. '«, O how 
* hateful have all my finful Thoughts been 


b 
@ Thoughts! 


the commanding Paſſion, 139 


Thoughts! that Covetouſneſs, that Ma- 
« lice — Envy, which have been working 
« in my Heart]! thoſe wandering Imagina- 
« tions which have called me away from the 
« pleſſed God, even from the midſt of his 
« Worſhip. How vile and guilty is my 

6 N becauſe of the fooliſh 5 
« onate, and ſinful Words that I have ſpoken! [ 

What a Multitude of evil Actions have 


| © been ſcattered up and down throꝰ out my 


« Life, and intermix'd with my Behaviour 
« towards God and Man!“ All thele create 
bitter Uneaſineſs and Pain in the Remem- 
brance, becauſe they are Offences againſt a 
God who is ſupremely beloved. What holy 


Confuſion, what meltings of Heart in ſecret 


Sorrow, do the true Lovers of God feel, af- 
ter they have indulged Temptation, fallen 
under ſome more grievous Sin, defil'd their 
Conſciences, and diſhonour'd their God ? 
What Pangs of in ward Remorſe, and what 
ſincere Indignation againſt themſelves i ? And 
as an Evidence of their Love to God, they 

ſometimes ſee Reaſon to confeſs and bewail 
their Folly, even in the Sight of Men. Holy 
David was not backward upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, to conſeſs his. Grief for having offended 
his God: We may read the Mournings of his 
Love, in his * en Pſalms, 1 
Pal. li. 3, 4, 17. and he offers a broken and 


a contrite Heart in 9%; lp to n God whom 
he 1 oflended, 76 
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A true and affectionate Lover of God i; ſhou 
pain'd at the Heart, and feels a ſenſible in- © 
ward Sorrow to ſee how Iniquity abounds in of 
the Land, to behold the Laws of God bro- Sou 
ken by his Fellow-Creatures, and his holy 
Name blaſphemed. I beheld Tranſgreſr, and 
and I was griev'd, becauſe they kept not thy ſure 
Word +: Rivers of Tears run down my Eyes, be- fl! 
cauſe Men break thy holy Law, Pal. cxix. 136 * 
8 + | 

VIII. wit, thing that has a Tendenty 15 and 
divide the Soul from God is Matter of Religious 5 

ealouſy and holy Fear. Divine Love hath its Ms 
Jealouſies: If we love God with intenſe Af- ou 
feftion we ſhall feel an inward Anxiouſneſ the! 
and Sollicitude, leſt our Hearts depart from MW % 
the living God, and left God ſhould hide I he 
himſelf in his Biſpleaſure from our Soul. 804, 
This is what holy David is ever afraid of, and Ma 
begs that God would not hide himſelf in bee: 
Anger. The Apoſtle Jude, ver. 21. bids and 
us keep ourſelves in the Love of God : And the i pe 
holy Soul will watch againft every thing x 
that may begin a Separation or break the ! : 
divine Friendſhip. 81 

When the true Lover of God is deeply 7 
ingaged in the Buſineſſes of the preſent World, 
he manages them with a pious Caution, leſt Io 
his Soul ſhould be immers'd and 'drown'd MW ©*7 
with overwhelming Cares, or overladen with 
encreaſing Riches : He is watchful and the 


afraid leſt the Duſt and Rubbiſh of this World i 
ſhould bury the holy Seed in the Heart, " 
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ſhould obſtru& the growth of Religion, ſhould 
carry off the Thoughts from God to Idols 
of Gold and Silyer, | and thus defile the 
Soul. 


If he has any ſhare amongft the Honours 


and Equipages, the gay Diverſions and Plea- 
he is afraid leſt, they ſhould 
ſhould 


ſures -of Lite, 


fill his Heart with Vanity, leſt they 


| tincture his Spirit with Senſuality and In- 


temperance; and thus take away the Taſte 
and Reliſh of divine Lovbe. 

If Providence call him e How 
yain and wicked Company, he is afraid of 
tarrying too many Hours in the midſt of 
them, leſt Evil Communication ſhould. corrupt 
good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 33. and therefore 
he will not fand among the Counſels of the un- 
godly, nor walk in the Way where Sinners dwell, 
Pfal. i. 1. He ſhuns them as a Peſtilence, 
becauſe their Ways are contrary to the pure 
and holy Nature of that God whom he loves. 

Thoſe Studies, thoſe Employments, thoſe 
Recreations, and Amuſements, which make 
the Heart forget God or with-hold.. it too 
long from him, are uneaſy and painful to a 
Soul inflamed with divine Loye. | 

As tis the L e of the Sinner who i is- 
weary of God, When will the new Moon be 
over, and the Sabbath be done, that I may re- 
turn to my Trade and my Labour, to my 
buying — ſelling, and the daily Buſineſs of . 
this dying Life? ſo the ſincere Lover of God 
is "wy to ſay, What, nothing but Buſineſg 


and 
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142 Divine Lobe ix 
and Labour for the Bread that periſheth 3 
Nothing but buying and ſelling 40 ſeeking 
Gold and Silver, Food and Raiment? 
Alas, how unhappily am I detain'd all the 
Day from my God by theſe: Embarraſſments! 
When will the Evening come, and the Sea. 
fon of pious Retirement? When will the 
Sabbath appear, that I may ſpend my Hours 
with God, and begin to try what Heaven is? 
IX. Where the divine Principle of the 
Love of God reigns in the Heart, all ſinful 
Paſſions toward Gi and Mes will be Jabel 
it. 
7 1.) Toward God. One would think in- 
deed that Man ſhould not dare to indulgeany 
finful Paſſion towards his Maker; but ſo 
corrupt are our Hearts that we diſlike the 
holy Nature of God, we are diſpleas'd with 
his Will, and his holy Commandments are 
grievous to us, till the Love of God ſub- 
due this inward Averſion of the Heart to Ho- 
lineſs, and reconcile us to the Law of God 
by the conſtraining Influence of divine Love. 
Again, we are ready to repine at the Hand 
of the Lord, to murmur againſt Heaven, 
and to quarrel with our Maker, when we 
meet with Diſappointments in our Affairs: 
We are inclin'd to grow peeviſh and fretful 
againſt Providence when we loſe ſome de- 
ſirable Comfort, or ſuſtain ſome heavy Sor- 
row or long and tireſome Sickneſs: But ho- 
ly Love filences every Murmur, and quaſhes 
eyery repining Thought. Where the 3 
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of God prevails afflictive Scenes of Life will 
never awaken Reſentment againſt Heaven, 
15 but always meet with a patient Submiſſion, 
he The facred Lover is not angry with his God 
ts; WM when he ſmites him, for he ever ſuppoſes 
+. I there is a juſt Reaſon for every Stroke of his 
the Father's Rod: © Either (lays he) my Sins 
ars have deſerved his correcting Hand, or theſe 
b WM © Sorrows are ſent to examine what Grace 
the there is in my Heart, and to make trial 
A of my Faith : Still I am perſuaded there's 
1-1 Love at the Bottom of all theſe 'Troubles, 
(and 'tis the Hand of Love that dinites 
in. Il © „ mes! for my Saviour hath ſaid it, Rev. iii. 
any 19. As many as T love T rebuke and chaſten, 


TY bh 1 5 the holy Apoſtle aſſures us, Heb. xii 
the 6. that God corrects every Son whom he re- 
in hi 
| - (2.) Divine Love mortifics and ſub⸗ 
dues our diſorderly and ſinful Paſſions foward 
our Fellow Creatures Wrath, Revenge, Ma- 
lice, Envy are all ſubdued and kept under 
by this ſovereign Principle of divine Love. 
That Soul in whom this ſacred Paſſion keeps 
a conſtant Flame is not eaſily rouz'd to a 
wrathful or reſenting Temper, by the Af- 
fronts and Tnjuries we ſuſtain from Men. 
The Lover of God is meek and gentle un- 
der many Inſults and Reproaches: he can 
forbear and forgive, for he knows that his 
God hath born long with him, and forgiven 
him ten thouſand Provocations. Thus the 
Sovereignty of divine Love appears, in that 
2 | at 
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it can ſuppreſs as well as raiſe the other Paſ. 


X. Where divine Love reigns in eminent be K 
Degrees, there will be a humble holy Defire 15 a fin 
74 even thr Death itſelf to meet with God of e 
the ſupreme Objet? of Love, and to dwell N , 
ever in bis Preſence. II Faith be not too %%% 
feeble, or the Frailties of animal Nature too T 
revalent, the divine Lover will encounter TY 
Death with Courage, and with facred Joy ; I Tief 
becauſe it will bring him to the Enjoyment Ml. : 
of his God. When he Duft returns to Earth (i > © 
the Soul of every Man returns to God asa 3 
Judge, and the Soul of a good Man to God 8 
as a Friend and Father and Rewarder, Ecel M. 5 
xii. 7. If we are abſent from the Body, we ſhall ; © 
be preſent with the Lord. 2 Cor. v. 8. h HE. 
this View of things the holy Lover is ready EHE 
to fay, What is there in Death ſo terrible . . 


that the Preſence of Chriſi, and the Enjy- 
ment of my God has not ſomething infinite 1 
ly more delightful to overbalance it? Lon W 1 - 
is ftronger than Death. „ 

The Love of God has been found ſtronger 
in a holy Soul than all the Pangs and Ter- 
tors of Death, even a Death of Violence 
and Martyrdom: The one influences and 
impels toward Heaven more powerfully than 
the other can terrify or diſcourage: United 
Faith and Love have paſt thro' Fires of Tor- 
ment, and Seas of Blood, in order to ſee Goch 
and dwell with him in his heavenly Habita- 


tion. This leads to the next P 


ws > 
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In the 4% Place I add, that as Hell will. 


be Matter of utmoſt Auerſion and holy Fear to 
«ano of — it is an ever 


laſting Separation Ron God, |/o Heaven will be 


700 

e Object of Deſire joyful Hope, becauſe 
Jor there God manifeſt ſts hi af to all that lroe rok 
= in his higheſt Glory and his richeſt Grace. 


The Soul that loves God with warm At- - 
ſection cannot bear thoſe dreadful Words 2 


I Theſ. i. 9. Of being 255 d with everlaſt- 
= ing DeſirutFion Ho the nce of. the Lord. 

To be without God in the 7 during the 
+ ſhort ſpace of our Continuance here i is a very 
l formidable and grievous thing to the good, 


Man; but to be curſed and condemn'd to, 
depart from God for ever, this is the very 
Hell of Hell, if I may fo expres it, in the; 
Eſteem of the Soul that loves God: To be 
divided for ever from God, the ſpring of 
4 ife and love and all Happineſz; to be ſepa-· 
ated for ever from God the infinite and the 
all- ſufficient Good; to be thruſt out for ever 
from the Preſence of God, the moſt lovely: 
and the beſt of Beings ; to ſee him no more, 
o love him no more, and to be for ever bas. 
i'd from his Love; the very Thought of 
t gives the holy Soul more Aer chan it 
bed able to bear. 
To- On the other Hand, B hich: is the 
God wwelling Place of the moſt High, is the Mark 
bitg- ich che good Man ever aims ak, that he 
* Wyſe God Face to Face. When his Love 


18 che is ever. Tag paſſionately, 


* * 2 
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aſter this Bleſſedneſs, and lives with Delight 
upon the Promiſes which give him this joy. 
ful Hope. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart for 
they ſbull fee God. Mat. v. 3. The good 
* Man's Aﬀettions are ſet on the things above, 
where Chriſt is at the right Hand of God. Col, 
iii. 1, 2. His 7 reaſure is on high, and his 
Heart is there alſo. | 
If we love God with all the Heart, we 
ſhall keep Heaven always in our Eye. The 
Foretaſte of it will be our preſent Comfort 
and Support ; the Thoughts of being for 
ever with God will ſweeten all the Sorrows 
of Life, and will take away the Bittemeſ 
of Affliction, and eaſe the Pains of Death, 
As Jacob chearfully ſuſtain'd a hard Servi- 
tude of ſeven Years in Chaldea, thro' Heat 
and Cold, thro' Froſts and Wind and Sum- 
Beams, for the Love of Rachel, ſo the Chri- 
lian endures all the Labours and Conflid 
all the Fatigues and Diſtreſſes of Life in thi 
lower World with Patience, and with holy 
Pleafure, in hope to dwell for ever with 
God, whom his Soul loves ſupremely aboye 
all Creature T 
Thus I have finiſh'd the ſecond gener 
Head, which I propos d; and produc'd a v 
riety of Inſtances, wherein this ſacred and 
ſovereign Affection of divine Love com- 
mands and influences, excites or ſubdues the 
other Paſſions of Nature, and makes them al 
ſubſervient to its own great Deſigns, i, 4 i 
the Honour and to the Enjoyment.of = 
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the Object of this divine Affection. Before 
y- I proceed to the third general Head, I ſhall 
& endeavour to improve this Diſcourſe by theſe 
dod three uſeful Reflections. | 
We, 


Re. I. How happy and eaſy 4 Rule is here 
ol. * 2 i 4 our Love to God, 
bis and whether we love him with all our Heart ! 
Are the other Paſſions of Nature influenc'd 
we by this Love? Surely 'tjs' impoſſible for us 
The in this preſent State of Flefh and Blood to 
fort MW love God with our whole Hearts, and yet to 
for WM feel no ſenfible Workings of Fear or Hope, 
om Deſire or Anger in correſpondence with this 
nel Wl holy Paſſion: To have no Pleaſures nor Sor- 
ah rows, no holy Longings, nor holy Joys, ac- 
vi- ting in concert with this Principle of divine 
Believe me, Sirs, there are no outward 
Actions, no viſible Attendances on public] 
Worſhip, no bodily Services, no coſtly Sa= 
critices can ſo happily evidence our fincere 
Love to God, as the ſteady and conſtant 
Workings of the other inward Powers of 
Nature in a Conformity to this holy Princi- 
ple. A hundred outward plauſible Actions 
may be the Cloak of Vice, the Diſguiſe of 
Hypocriſy. Vain Phariſees may make broad 
their Phylacteries, may tithe their Herds and 
their Flocks, as well as Mint and Cummin, 
may give much Alms, or build Hoſpitals and 
Churches; but the various inward Affections 
of Nature can never be kept in any regular 
ind ſteady Exerciſe * Piety by all the * 
4 h 
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and Skill of a Hypocrite. And on the othei 
Hand, if the Heart be throughly devoted 
to the Love of God, this Love will reign 
Sovereign among the other Paſſions. The 
other Paſſions will obey Love, and we may 
judge by their S how far the Love 
of God prevails. 

Refi. II. I AMnbind be examined by this 
Rule, how few ſincere Lovers of God will be 
found among them. ! *Tis a vain thing for a 
8 to ſay, I love God with all my Heart, 
When his ſtron geſt Deſires and his moſt reliſh 
Joys centre in meaner Objects; when 
"Ik: 2 his higheſt Hopes and his moſt painful Fear, 
hi . deepeſt Anxieties and Diſq uictudes of 
Mind are always raiſed and fink again by 
the things of this World only, and the * 

ing Scenes of this mortal State. 
Alas! how few are there whoſe Loye: to 
God does not fall under ſome juſt Suſpicion, 
when brought to. this Teſt ! Let us ſuryey 
the World round about us, and obſerve what 
tis that influences the various Paſſions d 
Men, even thoſe who are call'd Chriſtians 
and would be thought the Diſciples of. Chrif. 
Some have their 1 Head lo fill'd with the 
zuſineſs of this Liſe, and the Love of Mo- 
ney, as their chief Idol, that all their De- 
ſires, their Fears, and their Hopes, and the 
rpetual Courſe and Labour of all thei 
[aki keep this Point ever in view and i 
warm purſuit : The Diſappointment of 4 
{mall Sum, the Lots of a few Fee 
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hang upon their Spirits with a conſtant Hea- 
vineſs, and create them more Pain than 
twenty Sins againſt God their Maker. What 
ſhall we think of theſe People, who doye 
Riches ſo well, that if their Hands and their 
Heads would hold out, and Day- light would 
laſt, they would never be weary of this 
Chaſe „ nor require Ceſſation or Reſpite. 
Does the Love of God appear as the ſupreme 
and reigning Paſſion in ſuch earthy Souls as 
theſe? There have been ſome in all Ages 
(and there are the Succeſſors of them in our 
Day) who have loy'd Gold and Silver with 
ſo warm a Paſſion, even to the very End of 
Lite, that if they could hut have contriv'd 
how to carry it away with them to the other 
World, there would have been but little 
Silver and ſcarce any Gold left in our World 
long ere this time. This has employ'd their 
Morning Thoughts, and Evening Affections, 
their . Wiſhes, and their buſy Fingers 
Day and Night, ſo as to leave little Room 
ſor the Love of God and Religion. 55 
Others there are who make Honour and | 
Eſteem, or perhaps the Grandeur and Pomp 
and Equipage of Liſe the chief Object of 
their Love. Their Hopes and Cares, their 
Deſires and Enquiries are, How ſhall I ſhine 
among Men, and make a Figure in the 
World. ? Every gay gilded TT they ſee 
raiſes their Wiſhes.:. Ambition, Honour, and 
"PP lauſe their whole Souls: A fan- 
A Contempt or Neglect of them ſtirs their 
10 L. 3 Fes 
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Bar iber awakens all their uneaſy Pic 
5 hey mourn more, and are more in. 
wardly and | Aceply vex'd for one reproachfii 
Word from Men than for all their own A.. 


fronts to the great and bleſſed God, Can 


the Love of God reign in a Heart fo puſt up 
and fill'd with Self and Vanity? 

There are others again whoſe Idol is Plex 
ſure and vain Delight. A Round of plex 
ſing Amuſements, a Succeſſion of Senſuali 
ties is their chief Good ; This employs their 
conſtant Contrivances, this engages thei 
Hopes and Fears, and every Paſſion. 'They 
ſpend their anxious Enquiries upon the Grz 
tification of Appetite, Humour, and Fancy; 
„What ſhall I eat, and what ſhall [ drink? 
« How ſhall I dine elegantly, and regal: 
« myſelf at the Table? What are the moſ 
6 luxurious Diſhes in Seaſon, and where ſhall 
J find gay or merry Company in the E. 
% vening? The Tavern or the meanet 
drinking Houſe, the Comedy, or the Bal, 
and every Place of Paſtime, whether lawfil 
or unlawful detain their Souls as well as ther 
Bodies, and engage their Thoughts long be. 
fore-hand, Does the ſincere Love of Gol 
reign in ſuch ſort of Spirits? 

| Theſe are the things that buſy and acidic 
the daily Paſſions oN Men, and Sik a ſmall 
Corner x their Hearts is 1eft for God ant 
Religion, But let us remember God is 
all-glorious and fovercign Being, his holy 
Nauf forbids him to accept of FE, 


* 


AS AA ASEAN SET 


the commanding Paſſion. _ 151 
of the Heart. He refuſes and diſdains every 
Lover that does not give up his whole ſelf 
to him with all his Powers. Thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with 
all thy Soul Every Affection muſt and will 
be employ'd in a pious Manner, where 
divine Love is (as it always ought to be) the 
ſupreme Paſſion, But, alas, how few Souls 
are thus moulded and refined, how few are 
regulated and govern'd by ſo divine a Prin- 
ciple? Man is the Creature of God, and owes 
his All to him, but the Creature Man does 
not love his Creator. ay 
Refi, III. If divine Love be fo ſovereign 
and ruling an Affection, then the beſi and no- 
bleſt Method for governing all the Paſſions is to 
get the Love of God rooted in the Heart, and 
to fee that it maintain its ſupreme Dominion 
there. What uneaſy Creatures are we made 
by our various Paſſions ! how often do they 
diſquiet and torment the Soul? How 
head-ſtrong is their Violence, like a Horſe 


unbroken and untam'd ! How ſudden are 


their Starts? Their Motions how wild and 
various? And how unruly are their Efforts ? 
Now if one had but one ſovereign Bridle, that 
could reach and manage them all ! One gol- 
den Rein, that would hold in all their un- 


ruly Motions, and would alſo excite and 


guide them at pleaſure ! What an invalu- 
able Inſtrument would this be to Mortals:! 


Surely ſuch an Inſtrument is the Love of Gua, 


ſuch an invaluable Regulator of all the pa 
- (ITY; 4 4 | ſionate 
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ſionate Powers; and it will have this Eg 
where it is ſtrong and ſupreme as it ought 
to be. 

Vou that are dail diſturb'd and led aſtray 
by riſing Paſſions of various kinds, come to 
the Lectures of the Goſpel, come to the 
Doctrine of the bleſſed Feſus Come ſee the 
Love of God diſplay'd in its moſt ſurprizing 
and powerful Ce; come learn to loye 
your Maker dreſt in the Riches of his Grace: 
and may your Souls be- fir d with divine 
Love, *till all your carnal Fetters are melted 

off, till you exult in a divine Liberty, til 
you lead Captivity captive, and reign and 
triumph over all your vitious Affections which 
had ſo often beſore mee and enſlayed 
ou. 

— And here again we may take up a melan- 
choly Complaint, how few are there who are 
taught to regulate their Paſſions by divine 
Love! What wild Work do theſe unruly Poy- 
ers make among Mankind! how dreadfully 
do they carry away Multitudes into Miſchieſ 
and Ruin for want of this holy Government 
How very few have pats this heavenly 
-Gift, this ſacred Principle, this golden Rein 
of univerſal Influence, that would hold in 
and guide and manage all the om 9 5 
18 eee 5 
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UT tis Time now, Omy Soul, to cal thy 
I Thy fromthe ny” 
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Mankind, and to look carefully into thyſelf 
There's Reaſon enough for Grief and La- 
mentation indeed, if we ſurvey the Thou- 
ſands round about us, who are mere Slaves 
to their earthly Paſſions, wlio let them looſe 
among Creatures, and ſhew very few To- 
kens and Evidences of a ſupreme Love to 
their Creator: But would it not be Matter 
of far more painful, more penetrating and 
inward Sorrow if thou ſhouldſt carry this E- 
vidence, this Teſt of divine Love into thy 
own Retirements, and ſhouldſt hardly be 
able to prove thyſelf a Lover of God? As 
wake, awake to the Work, O' my Heart! 
enquire, examine, and take a ſtrict Account 
how are thy paſſionate Powers employ'd. 
Go over thy various Affections, and enquire of 
all of them, How ſtands thy Love to God? 

Admiration is deſcrib'd as the firſt of the 
Paſſions: It ariſes on the Notice of ſome- 
thing new, or rare and uncommon But it 
neyer ceaſes nor is loſt in the Contemplation 
of God, whoſe Glories are infinite, and in 
whom the holy Soul always finds ſomething 
new and wondrous. He is a rare and un- 
common Object indeed, ſor there is but one 
ſuch Being in Heaven and Earth; there ne- 
ver was but One from all eternal Ages paſt; 
nor ever will be but One to all future eternal 


+ 1 s 
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Haſt thou ſeen him, my Soul, ſo as to 


love him, then thy Work of pleafing Contem- 
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plation and Wonder will be ſtill renewed: A. 
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mong Creatures we go on to admire what 
we love, but the Love of the Creator wil 
lead us to everlaſting Admiration. And if 
thou loveſt him thou wilt ever find ſome. 
thing new and wondrous in him, as thy 
Knowledge of him increaſes. Ask thyſel 
then, Haſt thou ſeen the Glories and the 
Graces of thy God, ſo as to wonder at the 
infinite Variety of his Wiſdom, the Great. 
neſs of his Majeſty, and the Condeſcenſion 
of his Mercy? Are his Diſplays of Glory i 
Nature and Providence, in the Bible and 
in the Church, and eſpecially, in his belovet 
Son Jeſus, the Matter of thy joyful Med. 
tation and high Eſteem ? Does a ſenſe « 
his tranſcendent Grandeur and Goodneſs ſtrike 
thee, as it becomes a Creature to be ſtricken 
with the Ideas of a God, i. e. with an holy 
Veneration, and with an awful Delight? Th: 
Love of ſo ſublime and infinite a :Being i 
naturally. turn'd to pleaſing Adoration, and 
becomes an Act of noble Worſhip : But whe 
earthly Lovers adore their meaner Object, 
to expreſs the Strength of their Love, they tun 
Idolaters, and affront God their Maker. Re. 
member,Omy Soul, God alone muſt be adored 
But proceed now, and ask, How ftand 
thy Defires and Wiſhes? Is the Favour, the 
Preſence, and the Enjoyment of God the 
Object of thy ſtro eſires, and of thy 
conſtant Purſuit ? thou long - aſter 2 
ſenſe of the Pardon of Sin, the Love of God 
and a Preparation to dwell: for ever wit 
him, above all things beſides ? Let 
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Yet farther enquire, What is thy Heart's 
? Are thole the — Sea- 
t neareſt 


ſons of Life when thou art brough 
to God in the Temper of thy 8 5 in the 
lively Hope of his Love, in humble 
Converſe with him ? Are the ſecret Hours 
of Retirement dear and delightful to thee 
above all human Society? Are the Work- 
ings of thy Heart in warm and affeQionate . 
Devotion thy ſweeteſt Pleaſures? Can it be 
that ever 1 ſhould love God ſupremely, and 
yet not find my Converſe with him to be my 
ſupreme Joy ? 

Again; Are the things that relate to God 
and Fteralty the Objects of my Choice and 
Love, above and beyond the things that re- 
late to Men and this Life? What value haſt 
thou, O my Soul, for the Bible, the Book of 
God? His Words will be treafur'd up in 
the Heart, and will become the ſweet En- 
tertainment of thy ſolitary Hours if God 
himſelf has the higheſt Room in thy Affec- 
tions. Let me enquire again, how ſtand my 
Defires toward the Sanctuary toward the 
Places and Seaſons of divine Worſhip ? Am 
Iglad when they ſay unto me, Come, let us go 
up to — F Gd? Are the Courts of 
Zion my Delight, becauſe the bleſſed God 
manifeſts his Power and Glory there? Do 
I love the Saints of God? Is the Company of 
lively Chriſtians refreſhing and entertaining 
to me above all the idle Diſcourſe of the 
World, or the vain Merriments or more — 

as 
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. enen of the A 3 > Dol book 
upon the Children of God va a peculix 
Reſpect, with an Eye of diſtinguiſhing Lon, 
and that for this Reafon, becauſe they ſtand te. 
lated to God, and bear his Image ? "Dol feel 
a Sympathy with them in their Sorrows? Do 
I pity and relieve from my very Heart the 
Poor in this World, who are the Sons and 
Daughters of the moſt high God ? and Is Je 
| fas the ſupreme Son of God the higheſt in 

my Eſteem, and the deareſt to my Heart? 
Ax yet again, O my Soul; Is every thing 
little and conte mptible in thy Eyes in Com- 
pariſon oſ the things of God? Can any thing 
fill up the Room and Place of God? Gr can 
thou ſay all things are Emptineſs and Vanity 
where God is not? When St. Auſtin, who 
was exceeding fond of the Writings of Cicen, 
the Roman Orator, came to taſte he Pleatures 
of Religion, by the Knowledge of Chrif, 
the Writings even of Cicero loſt their Reli 
with him, becauſe he found not Chriſt there, 
How ftands it now with thee in reſpeR of 
ſome of thy deareſt Delights of Nature? Arc 
they all placed, as they, ought to be, in thy 
Eſteem, infinitely — ba God? are thy beſt 
earthly. Joys empty and unſatisſying without I var: 
God? Canſt thou ſay in the Language of IW 210 
the Apofile, and aſſume his Triumph, u, I ſelf 
— and I count all things but boſs for ” to tl 
Excellency f the Knowledge. * Cbrift Yeſus, bi thy 
aha we are 6 bropght.neas to God the Faber 8 
Dal, o ba fea 

Enquite 
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| Enquire, pet again, does thy Love to Gd 
caaken — thy Zeal and holy Acti- 
vity for his Honour? At thou ſollicitous to 
keep all his Commandments, and hereby 
maniſeſt thy Love? There is no Evidence 
of the Loye of God can be ſufficient or ſin- 
ere, if this be wanting; Pot thou ſeck to 
grow more and more like to God? doſt thou 
breathe earneſtly after greater Conformity to 
Jeſus the firſt and the-brighteſt Image of the 
ather? Is it a Pain to thee to find thy ſelf, 
ſo unlike him, whom thou loyeſt ſupremely?. 
Love will create Likeneſs __ 
Let us examine thee.now, my Heart, how 
ſtand thy uneaſy and painful Affections? 
Haſt thou a rooted Hatred of every Sin? haſt 
thou an in ward Averſion to every Thing that 
diſpleaſes God? doſt thou look back on thy 
own former Tranſgreſſions, with holy Shame: 
and fincere Sorrow £ Art thou cover'd with. 
an inward Bluſh at the Recollection of thy. 
paſt Follies? Are thy Sins thy heavieſt Bur- 
den, and the moſt uneaſy Load? Has thy 
lincere and unſeigned Repentance been ma- 
niſfeſted by all the proper Paſſions that at- 
tend a Penitent, by Self-abaſement and in- 
ward Confuſion, by mourning in ſecret, and 
aholy Diſplicency and Reſentment againk thy. 
ſelf and thy Folly ? and is it a Grief and Pain 
to thee, to ſee and hear others tranſgreſs againſt 
thy God, and affront his Law and his Love? 
Seek yet further, haſt thou a watchful 
Tabuf ayes thy el left hou vn 
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God? a conſtant Solhicitade of Mind, leſt thou 
offend and dif him whom thou loveſt 
ſapremely ? Doft thou ftand afar off from 
every Temptation, as one afraid to be defiled 
with Sin, and diſhonour thy God? Art thoy 
cautious of that Company, of that Buſinek; | 
of that Diverſion or Delight which has before 
enſnared thee, and broke thy holy Intercourſe 
with God? 

Ask again, O my Heart, haſt thou ſubdu- 
ed thy uneaſy Paſſions of Anger, Frowardm; 
and Reſentment, againft God and again 
Man, by the overcoming Influence of divine 
Love? Haſt thou a ſubmiſſive and humble 
Carriage under hard Providences and fore 
Diſappointments from the Hand of God? 
Doſt thou love him ſo well, as not to mur- 
mur at his holy Conduct, nor quarrel with 
his Government? And haſt thou acquired 
the ſacred Power and Skill of fuppreſſing 
thy Wrath and Revenge againſt Men, by the 
conſtraining Influence of the Love of God? 
Doſt thou forbear and forgive thoſe who of- 
fend thee, from a ſweet Senſe of the forbear- 
ing and forgiving Love of God towards thee? 
If thy Love to God has yet done little of 
this Service, if it has not begun to make 
thee meek and mild, and diſpaſſionate under 
Afflictions from the Hand of God, or the Al- 
fronts of Men, it has not acquired any great 
Preyalence in thee, and there is too much 

Reaſon to ſuſpect the Sincerity of it. 

Come yet further, O my Soul, _ 2 
; 5, ha ep 
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Step forward, and look towards Death and 
Eternity. Art thou willing to crols the dark 
Valley, in order to dwell with thy Beloyed 7 
grant Nature hath its Prailties and Fears; 
[ grant alſo, that the want of Afurance of " 
of the Soul, 
which would be ftretch'd forward to the En- 
joyment of God in the heavenly Country: 
| would put the Queſtion therefore in a gentle 
and favourable Manner. Haſt thou any De- 
fire to leave this ſinful World, to quit all thy 
deareſt Hopes and Intereſts here, for the fake 
of dwelling with God on high? Suppoſe thou 
hadſt a ſteady Hope of his Love, and the 
Pains of Death were mitigated, haſt thou an 
inward Breathing and Tendency towards the 
Happineſs that ariſes from the Preſence of 
God? O bleſſed Souls, whoſe Love is riſen 
to ſo tranſcendent a Degree, that they are 
not afraid even of the ſharpeſt Pangs, and the 
Terrors of Death! they can venture with 
Pleafure- to craſs the Swellings , 
that they may enter into the promiſed Land, 
and dwell in the City of their God. NO 

What is it, O my Heart, what is it in the 
Word HELL that ftrikes thee with fo much 
Horror? Is it the Thought of an endleſs Se- 
paration from thy God? What is it that 
makes the Name of Heaven carry ſo plea- 
ſing a Sound? Is it becauſe thy God dwells 
there in his faireſt Glory, and in his richeſt 
Grace? The mere Dread of Hell as a Place 
of Sorrow and Pain, and the Deſire of Hea- 
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ven as 4 mere State of Reſt from Trouble ** 
and of ſome ſort of unknown Happineſs, ae 1 — 
no Manner of Evidences of any Love to God — 
much h of a ſupreme Love, ſuch as God re- 
The Paſſions of Nature may be 
— d by natural Selſ- love at the Vim _ 7 
of Heaven and Hell, when ſet merely in thi 1 © 
Light: But tis the Hope of being for eyer 
with the Lord, that is the chief Allurement 
of Heaven in the Eye of the ſacred N 
and tis the eternal Abſence of God gi uns 
Hell its blackeſt Colours, and its molt fe fell 
midable Appearances. 2 
. Haſt thou, O my Soul, r run over all thy He: 
Paſſions in this En quiry ? and what is the 'Ufe 
Reſult of thy * — ? Canſt thou ſtand thi 
Teſt? Art - a Lover of God with all thy 
Heart? If thou find this divine Principle, 
_ this ſovereign and holy Affection reigning 
within thee, bleſs the diſtinguiſhing Grace 0l 
God, who has kindled this heavenly Flame, 
and cheriſh it with perpetual was Set 
Guard upon every Affection, leſt it wander 
from its Duty. O may divine Love main- 
tain its rightful 1 and univerſal So- 
vereignty in my Soul. Let me keep God 
always near me, and watch againſt the ſedu- 
cing Influence of tempting Creatures, that I 
may eyer preſerve the Love of God in its ſu- 
reme Fervency, and its unrivalled Influence: 
hen my whole Nature, with all its Powen 
ſhall be thine, 9 . e fon ne 
ever. ee 
e 
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K ATE have ſeen already what is included * 
er VVin loving God with the Heart, and how A 
* this divine Love will influence all the other Af- 
1. {cons into a ſuitable and correſpondent Exer- 
ciſe. We proceed. now to the third general 
Head of Diſcourſe, and that is to ſhew. the 
1 Le of the Pa ns in Religion, or what Ad- 
n vantage may be obtained by them, or expected 
ty om them in the, Cbriſtian Life: And here 
fle, we ball find the Advantages of them ſo 
ing great and numerous, as will render it neceſ- 


ſary for every one who profeſſes ſerious Re- 
ligion to have the AﬀeCtions of his Soul en- 
et 2 gaged in it. . 11 4 
an I. Advantage. | The Paſſions being duly a- 
ain WY uaben d, will ſet the Powers of the Under frand- 
g- at work, in the Search of divine Truth and 
Cod gion Duty, and render the Knowledge of 
du- God exceeding, 


: 


d exceeding, defirable to ſinful Men. We are 
by Nature thought! is of God and divine 
zu- Things: Alittle, a very little general Know- 

e ledge of Religion ſatisfies our Deſires, becauſe - 
we imagine it is ſufficient᷑ ſor our Neceſſities. 
The Bulk of Mankind have their Paſſions 
00628 dee e Things e ee 
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ever enquiring who will ſhew us where Cum 
and Vine, the Pleafures of Senſe, the Poſſe. 
fions of this World, Honours or Preferments 
are to be gotten? Too many are ready to 
Join with the prophanc "'W Wretches who are 
deſcribed in Fob xxi. 14. They ſay unto Gai, 
TY from us, we wire not the Knowledge 
hy Ways; we do not want to know mu 
of God, nor what is our Duty to him. 
But when the Arrows of Conviction Airike 
thro” the Soul, when the Heart is awakei'd 
to a pathetick Senſe of Sin; and the Fearof 
divine Vengeance poſſeſſes and torments the 
Fpirit, then tis the moſt importunate In- 
quiry of the Heart and the Lips, What ſbal 
ve do to be ſaved? How ſhall we eſcape the 
Wrath to come ? How'is the governing Jul. 
tice of the great God to be ſa tisfied for ou: 
Offences ? What is the Way to be made Par- 
takers of his pardoning Mercy? W herewith 
ſhall I appear before the Lord, and in What 
Manner ſhall I bow my ſelf, and worſhip the 
moſt high God? This was the Language ofthe 
Ward Jaylor, who had juſt before 3 
ed the Saints of the Lord, the holy A 
Adds xvi. 30. This was the carneſt Cry of the 
Crucifies of Chriſt himſelf, at St. Peter's 
Sermon, when they were fried. to their Heart, 
Acts ii. 37. This is the Language of Nature 
convinced of Sin, and the Danger of divine 
Indignation. St. Paul learnt al the Terrots 
of the Lord, and felt all his painful Paſſions 


in an Uproar, when he was ſtruck down = 
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the Duſt, with the dreadful and overwhelm- 
ing Glory in his Way to Damaſcus, Acts ix. 
3 And with what intenſe and haſty Zeal 
dd he make this Inquiry, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? Verſe 6. And when he 
had learnt the Knowledge of Chriſt, as the on- 
ly Way to the Favour of and Salyation, 
how highly doth he value it Phil. iii. 8. New, 
doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs, for 
the — of the Knowledge of 6,0. Jeſus 
WT I am awaken'd to a Senſe of Sin, and fear 
the Anger of God, I ſhall long to know the 
awful Extent of his Power, and the terrible 
Effects of his Anger, as well as the Methods 
of obtaining his Grace. If I he him, I ſhall 
ſpend many pleaſant Hours of Enquiry in- 
to his amiable Excellencies. Each pious 
Paſſion will promote its liar Enquiries. 
Fear and Love will wander with holy Awe 
and Delight among his Glories, and be ever 
purſuing further Knowledge of his Perfecti- 
ons: If I love God with warm and devout 
Affection, I ſhall rejoice daily to find new 
Diſcoveries of his unſearchable Wiſdom, his 
all- ſufficient Power, his immenſe Goodneſs, 
and the unbounded Riches of his Grace: 1 
thall trace his wondrous Footfteps thro? this 
beautiful Creation, and endeavour to find his 
Way in the Tract of daily Providences: 1 
ſhall farvey him and his Attributes in his 
Book of Grace, and dwell upon his divine 
Features in 7 % rhe Image, and the Bright- 
1163 HK M $--. A neſs 
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meſs of his Glory, and I ſhall 1earch further 
continually into the Knowledge of Chrig, 
who is God manifeſt in the Fleſh : I ſhall dig in 
the Mines of Scripture, for Treaſures of di. 
vine Knowledge, and never grow weary of 
the Work. I ſhall be always enquiring, 
What I ſhall do to pleaſe and ſerve him, who is 
the Object of my higheſt Love; and hoy 
T ſhall obtain ſtronger Senſations and Aſſu- 
rances of his Fayour, and dwell for ever in 
his Preſence, who is the Life and the Joy of 
my Soul; We long ſtill to know more of thi 
. tranſcendent Being whom we love: Tis this 
divine Paſſion: that animates theſe Inquirie 
after the Knowledge of God, and this-ſhall 
render them infinite and everlaſting, becauſe 
God the Object of them is everlaſting and 
infinite. 2 did uf 
II. Advantage. The Aſectious being on: 
engaged, will keep the Soul fixed to divine T hing. 
_ The Senſe of them is impreſt deeper on the Mind 
by the Exertiſe of devout Daſhoms, and it uil 
uhide there much longer. Even where Reaſon 
is bright, and the Judgment clear, yet it will 
be ineffectual for any valuable Purpoſes, i 
Religion reach no further than the Head, and 
proceed not to the Heart: It will have but 
little Influence, if there are none of the A. 
fections engaged. Notions of Religion in the 
Underſtanding, without any Touch uponthc 
Paſſions, have been compared to the Stats in 
a Winter Midnight, bright and ſhining, but 
very cold; or rather to the Meteor, _ 
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called a ſhooting Star, which vani iſhes quick- 
ly and is loſt in in Darkneſs. 

Suppoſe we are convinced by calm Rea- 
ſoning of the Being of a God, of the Duties 
which we owe our Creator, of his Government 
of the World, and of his final Judgment; 
_ we are led into a Demonfera lun or 
evident Proof, that we are guilty Creatures, 
having broken the Laws of God, and thay 
there is no Salvation for us, but in and by * 
a Mediator ; ſuppoſe we are really convinced 
in our Judgment, that there is a Heaven or 
2 Hell, that awaits our Departure from this 
World; that we muſt die ſhortly, and that 
we are for ever miſerable without pardoning 
Mercy, and ſanctifying Grace; all this is ya- 
luable in its Kind, and is neceſſary i in order 
to Salvation: But if all this Knowledge make 
no Impreſſion on the Affections, it is not like- 
ly to abide with us, nor to do us much good: 
Knowledge wears off the M ind, if never uſed. 
Cold unaffecting Notions will have no power- 
ful Influence to reform our Lives. Every 
new Scene of Buſineſs or Pleaſure, bruſhes' 
off theſe Thoughts of Religion from our 
Souls, where they have not been let into the 
Heart, nor poſleſs'd the Paſhons : They va- 
aiſb like the Morning Dew, or * an early 
Cloud that paſſes away. 

It is one great End and Defign of the Pas- 
ſons, to fix the Attention ſtrongly upon the 
== of them, to ſettle the Thoughts with 
fuch Incenſench and Continuance on that 
0 M 5 Ws which 
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- which raiſes them, that they are not eaſily 

taken off. What we fear or defxre, what ve Arg 

love and hope for, what we lament or rejoice ¶ Sou 
in, will ſeize and buſy our Minds, and take 
them up perpetually, notwithſtanding the ¶ priſ 
Importunities of other Buſineſſes or Cares: Nex 


The Paſſions are ſupremely importunate, and is ſt 
will be heard. Nov if the Paſſions are Piet 
ly engaged for God, the World will havebut ly, 
Litle 4, to call off the Heart from real Pra 
gion. cou 
Suppoſe two Preachers were defired as is li 
niſter to the ſame Auditory, on a Day oi wh 
Faſting or Praiſe, and on the ſame Subjet f 
too. One of them has all the Beauty, Force ] 
and Skill of clear and calm Reaſoning: The are 
other not only inſtructs well, but — mu 
moves the Affections with facred Oratory: WW he 
Which of theſe two will beſt ſecure the At- eng 
tention of the People, and guard them from rio! 
Drowzineſs or Wandring ? Surely he. that 
touches the Heart will fix the Eyes and the and 
Ears, and all the Powers, while he — merely Ge 
endeavours to inſorm the Head _ find many res 
wandering Eyes, and ſome 81 ſer 
Suppole two Perſons have — the ſame thi 
Diſcourſe from the Pulpit, which was both 
rational and pathetick. One of them is E 
pleaſed with the fine Reaſoning of the Preach- in 
er, and hath, his Judgment convinced of the dr 
Neceſſity and Impo rtance of the Duty which Tl 
he is exhorted to "praiſe; and goes no fur. I. 
cher The other hath a ſelt ag by 
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conviction of hs Underſtanding by ſorce o 


Argument, and at the ſame Time finds his 
Soul touched inwardly with an Emotion of 
the lively Paſſions; he is awaken'd and ſur- 
priſed with an awful Concern about his paſt 
Neglects, and a holy Fear of divine Anger; he 
is ſtruck to the Heart with Sentiments of 
Piety, he is grieved and aſhamed at his Fol- 
ly, He is filled with Zeal and holy Purpoſes. 
Pray which of theſe two will have the Diſ- 
courſe dwell moſt upon their Hearts, which 
is like to remember this Sermon longeſt, and 
which is moſt likely to put it in Practice? 
This leads me to the third Particular. 
III. Advantage. All the Duties of Holineſs 
are render d much eafjer, and Temptations to Sin 


much weaker, when Religion hath taken hold of 
the Heart, and the Paſſions 


of the Soul are 
engaged in it. Paſſion animates all the inſe- 
rior Powers of Nature, and ſtren 1s t 
all in their Operation. Tis a fort of Life 
and Fire within the Hearts of Men, which 


God the Creator hath ordained to be ever 


ready there, to give Force and Spirit for pre- 
ſent Action. He knew our Nature wanted 
this Spur, this inward Spring of Activity. 


Suppoſe we had been left merely to the 


Exerciſe of our Reaſon and Judgment, to 
inform us when it was pr to eat and 
drink, without having any ſuch Appetites as 
Thirſt and Hunger: Tis poſſible indeed 
Liſe might have been maintained, but we 


ſhould have been often ready to neglect tlie 


M4 Proper 


gthens them 
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proper Seaſons of Food, and Nature would 
have been ſupported but in a feeble and lan- 
guiſhing Manner, without ſuch regular and 
conſtant Nouriſhment as we want, and that 
too without any ſenſible Delight. But the 
keen Appetites of Hunger and Thirſt are im- 
planted in our very Natures, to awaken uy 
to take our ſolid and liquid Food, and that 
with Conftancy and natural Pleaſure. Tis 
for the ſame End that all the Paſſons were 
wrought into our Conſtitution by our great 
Creator, that we might have ſome more vi- 
gorous Principles than the mere Power of 
Reaſoning, to animate us to Activity on all 
juſt and proper Occaſions. 

Suppoſe I were told that my Houſe was 
a· fire at Midnight, and my cold Reaſon in- 
formed me, that in a little Time I and my 
Goods might be conſumed, tis probable [I 
mould think of uſing fone Method to fave 
my ſelf: But the Paſſion of Surprize and Fear 
exerts it {elf in a Moment, and hurries me out 
to make an immediate Eſeape. Fear was 
wrought into human Nature for ſuch Pur- 
poſes as theſe. In ſuch a Fright we can al- 
_ moſt move Mountains, and perform Won- 
ders, to the utmoſt Limits of the Strength 
of Man, in order to fave our ſelves or our 
dear Relatives from the Flames. Cold Rea- 
ſoning without Paſſion, would have no ſuch 
ſovereign and powerful Effects. 
Thus it is in Things of Religion. Acold In- 


r W 


E F A ASN EBF NSA ao 


Paſſions in Religion. 169 
of Sin, or even à rational Conviction of the 
diſtant Danger of Hell, without the Paſſion 
Fear, could never animate the Man to cry 
out with ſuch importunate Inquiries; What 
ſtall I do to eſcape everlaſiing Burnings ? *Tis 
this Paſſion of Fear that conſtrains him ta 
fly for his Life to the Hope that is ſet: before 
him in the Goſpel, and to make his Eſcape 
as Lot did from Sodom, without looking back 
on the Allurements of Sin. 

[ might give Inſtances of the like Kind in 
the Affection of divine Love. I may learn by 
Reaſon that God is to be honoured and obey- 
ed, becauſe he is my Creator and my Lord: 
I may be convinced of the Beauty of Virtue, 
and the Excellency of Religion, and that 
the Precepts of it are reaſonable : Let theſe 
Precepts will carry but a feeble Sway with 
them, and have a very imperfect Influence 
on my Practice, in Oppoſition to all my car- 
nal Intereſts and corrupt Inclinations, if 1 
have nothing to move me but the mere Uſe 
of my Reaſon, telling me tis a proper Thing 
to obey the great God. This will not do 
the Work, if I have no affectionate Love to 
God as a Father and a Saviour. F 

It is a Knowledge and Belief of the Trath * 
of the Goſpel, join'd with Love to Chriſt my 
Redeemer, that makes me zealous to. fulfil 
every Duty. Chriſtianity it ſelf is thus ex- 
cellently deſcribed by the Apoſtle, it is Faith 
working by Love, Gal. v. 6. A mere Know- 
ledge of any Perſon will not * 

: ; 2 , 
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forming Power: The divine Affection of Love 
will work ally within us, and neyer 
ceaſe till it hath made us like our beloved 
Object, till it has made us holy as God is ho- 
ly, and ſormed Heaven within us. 
And when this warm Love to God our Ma. 
ker, and to Jeſus our Saviour, is join'd to x 
lively Hope of everlaſting Happineſs, how do 
theſe united Paſſions invigorate the Soul in 
Duty, and bear down all Temptations befor 
them? Great is the conſtraining Power «f 
theſe divine Affections, Hope and Love They 
break thro' all Obſtacles that ſtand in the way 
of Salvation: When they are-united toge- 
ther they ariſe to holy Foy, and among the 
Saints of the Old Teftament as well as the 
New, the Joy of the Lord was their Strength 
to fulfil all the Duties of Religion and Righte- 
ouſneſs, Nehem. viii. 10. This ſacred Tempe 
of Mind carried out the Patriarchs of old, 
and the Heroes of the ancient Church, to 
obey the Call of God with Courage, to kar 
their own native Country, and their Friends, 
to wander thro the Earth as Strangers and Pil- | 
grims, and to live upon a naked Promiſe: 
This taught Moſes to efteem the Reproach of 
Chrifi, and the Hope of the Meſſiah, greater 
Riches than all the Treaſures of Egypt: This 
enabled the pious eu to work Wonders 7 
Righteouſneſs, to venture into the Dens of L- 
ons, to dare the Edge of the Sword, and com- 
bat the Violence of Fire, to endure the * 
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of cruel Mockings and 'Scourgings, to pals thro? 
Showers of Stones, and Engines of Torture 
deſpiſing Death in its moſt frightful Forms, 
and not accepting Deliverance. Theſe are the 
Wonders which are aſcribed to Faith in the 
11* Chapter to the Hebrews: But it was 
Faith animated by divine Love, it was Faith. 
riſing high in the Hope of a better Reſurrecti- 
om. A naked and fimple Belief of Things 
unſeen, would ſcarce have wrought theſe ama- 
zing Effects in human Nature, without ſome 
warm and joyful Efforts of the Affections of 
Hope and Love. | 
Behold the Hero of the Goſpel St. Paul, 
that little contemptible Figure of a Man, 
bearing down all Oppoſition before him in 
his ſacred Courſe of Zeal and Duty. Under 
this Influence he can triumph over all the 
formidable Things of Nature, and the Ter- 
rors of this World, Rom. viii. 35. Who ſball 
ſeparate us from the Love Cbriſi? who ſball 
divide our Hearts from him? who ſhall make 
us weary of his Service, or tempt us away 
from the Faith and Obedience of his Goſpel ? 
Shall Tribulation, ſhall Diſtreſs, ſhall Perſecuti- 
on, ſhall Famine or Nakednefs, or Peril or Sword? 
as it was written of the Saints in former Ages, 
ſo ſhall it be fulfill'd again in our Age, for 
thy ſake we can bear killing all the Day long © 
The Sheep of Chriſt can ſtand the Ax or the 
Knife of Slaughter: Is all theſe Things we are 
more than Conquerors thro the Grace of Chrift 
that bath loved us. Every holy Martyr hath 
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made it appear, that Love is ſtronger thin 
Priſons or Death : It hath its F — are 
juperior to common Fire, and can oyercome 
all the Terrors of Men. 

"When this divine Love and Hope have pol. 
ſelsd the 8 pirit, what poor and paultry 
Things are all the Allurements of Fleſh and 
Senſe? ? how feeble and infufficient are all the 
gay and glittering Appearances of Nature in 
this World, all the Flatteries of Pride and 
Senſuality, to draw the Heart away from 
God? The holy Soul can boldly withſtand 
all the Inticements of Sin, when divineGrace 
hath ſeiz d the Affections, and got Poſſeſſion 
of thoſe ſprightly and active Powers. 

What the Nerves and Spirits are to ani. 
mal Nature, the ſame Thing are the Paſſions | 
to the Soul: They are its very Nerves and 
Spirits, its moſt vigorous and unwearied 
Springs of Action, both in the zealous Diſ- 
charge of every Duty, and the firm Reſiſtance 
of every Temptation to Sin. Theſe active 
Springs ſet all Nature at Work in the Aﬀairs 
of Grace. 

The ſanctified Aſfections are ſo great 2 

Part of the new Creature, that the yery Gra- 
ces of the holy Spirit are called by their 
Names.* What is divine Love, religious 
Fear, and heavenly Hope? What is a ſacred 
Contempt and Diſdain of ſenſual Vanities, 


and an immortal Averſion to Sin, and utter 


Abhorrence of it? What are holy Deſires, 
PR Sorrows, and ſpiritual Jags 7. 8 
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is all this bleſſed Catalogue of the Fruits of 
the Spirit, but the Paſſions of Nature refined 
and renewed by Grace? 
It is the Influence of Religiowon the Poſe 
ons, that doth in a great Meaſure make the 
Difference between the true Chriſtian and the 


mere outward Profeſſor: The mere Profeſſor 


may know as much of the Doctrines of Re- 
ligion, and of the Duties of it, as the moſt 
religious Man: But he doth not fear and'love, 
and defire and hope, and mourn and rejoice, 
as the true Chriſtian doth. If a bare rational 
Knowledge of divine Things, were ſufficient 

to make a true Diſciple of Chriſt, erer 
eſt Student in Divinity, and the 
ſharpeſt Critick in 'Scripture, would be the 
beſt Chriſtian, bat it is not always found ſo: 


Criticks and Students, rich in Knowledge, 


may haye cold — and lie dead in a State 


of Sin. 

IV. 1 7 Proflices of Religion 
are not onl de 24 by having the Affec- 
tons employ'd in it, but they become pleaſant 
ond gbr, and Sin is more painful to 
the Soul where the P are engaged for God. 

If the Chriſtian be employ'd in holy: Medi- 
tation, how does the Soul that loves God tra- 
vel with Delight, over the 'various'Scenes of 
his Glory, in the lower and the upper Worlds! 
How does he dwell upon the Majeſty'and the 
Mercy of his heavenly Father, upon the Ex- 
cellencies of Chriſt the Saviour, upon his Of- 
7 and his Dignities from Day to _ ? 

W 
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How pleaſurably doth the Mind diffuſe. it 
ſelf in Contemplation upon his pre-exiſtent 
State when he dwelt in the Father's Boſom, 
his condeſcending Incarnation and coming 
into Fleſh and Blood, the Labours and Sox. 
rows of his Life, the Anguiſh and amazing 
Love of his Death, the Glory of his Reſur- 
rection, the Honours paid him at his Aſcent 
to the Throne of God in Heaven, the Eff. 
cacy of his Interceſſion, and the joy ful and 
dreadful Appearance of the great Judge, 
When he ſhall come in the Clouds of Heaven 
to be admired of his Saints, and to give Ven- 
geance and Deſtruction to thoſe who have ri- 
diculed and rejected the Goſpel of his Grace? 
How are the Thoughts fit on the ſacted 
Theme, without an Inclination to rove and 
go aſtray? how are the Powers of Lmaginati- 
on devoutly employ'd, When the holy Pal 
fions are rouz'd into Activity, when our Fear, 
our Hope, our Love, our Foy, are all in happy 
Exerciſe? But if theſe — abſent, — 
are left merely to rational Inforcements of 
Duty on the Mind, without Love or Afettion 
in the Heart, with what. a cold Indifference 
do we ſet about the Work! how fluttering 
are our Thoughts! -how wandering are our 
Hearts! and every flying Fancy calls us away, 
and ſcatters our Powers among a thouſand 


0 I might inſtance in the Duty P | or 
Druije, when the: Love of the 2 — 
out into holy Defires, ** 
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te Soul to ſeek the Lord! Not the ha- 
dows and Silence of the Midnight; not the 
arly Buſineſs and Cares of the Morning; 
can withhold the good Man from calling 
on his God. With my Soul have 1 4 
in the Night, with my Spirit within me will 1 
at thee early, Tha. Tul. 9. and Pak cin. 
147. I prevented the Dawning of the Morning, 
and cried tu the Lord. Or Or it the Heart * 
warmed with a Senſe of divine Mercy, and 
kindled into religious Joy, how 
does the Tongue real th — 
% the Lord, 0 O my Soul, and all that is witb- 
in me bleſs his ho Joly Nane. Bleſs the Lord, Om 
Soul, 0 fer ht ger his Denofs-" Seven 
Times a Day will I -praife thee: My Heart is 
fixed, O God, my Heart 4s fixed, I will fing and | 
give Praiſe; awake — Tongue, my Glory, 
awake to 2 Joyful Work | : 
While the pious ; Aﬀe&ions are duly enga- 
ged in Prayer, even a common: Chriſtian is 
enabled to make divine Work of it: Our 
Minds never want Matter, nor our Tongues 
Expreffion. Senſe and Language are very 
much at the Call of the deyout Paſſions, 
where the Mind is tolerably furniſhed with 
the Principles of Religion; and then the Soul 
converſes with its Maker with unknown De- 
light. But when we are impell'd by a mere 
Precept commanding us to our Knees, and 
Conſcience goads us on as it were to the Task 
and Drudgery of Prayer, without any de- 
out Affection, how cold i is the Heart! how 
2 | * 
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languid the Worſhip! how dry the Mind 
how ſcanty the Language! the Invention and 
the Lips ſtrive and labour, and all to little 
ſe.” In ſuch a Caſe I cannot but think 
that well compoſed Forms of Devotion may 
be uſeful Helps to awaken the drowzy.Poy. 
ers, and to call up ſleeping Religion. But 
where theſe Powers are awake and lively, ſuch 
Helps are leſs necdful in our praying Seaſom 
The ſame Experiment may be repeated in 
reading the Word of God. Ho full of | Sweet- 
neſs and holy Pleaſure are the Diſcoveries 
and the Promiſes of the Bible, when deyout 
Affections are at work ! How ſweet are the 
_ Hiſtories of Abraham and David, the Prophe- 
fies of *J/aiah, and the Predictions that point 
to Chriſt / How glorious the Epiltles of 9 
ter and Paul! How divinely pleaſing. is the 
Goſpel of John, and the dying Dilcgurle 
and Prayer of our Saviour in the 14th, 15th, 
16th, and 17th Chapters of this Eyangelilt! 
How full of Rapture and holy Tranfpon 
are the P/alms of David. We enter into hs 
Spirit, and we feel his divine Sentiment 
and Joys But what a Deadneſs, what: 
Dryneſs overſpreads even the moſt delicious 
and heavenly Parts of thoſe divine Writing, 
what an inſipid and taſteleſs Thing is the Gol 
pel itſelf, when the holy Paſſions are all aſleey! 
. -So''tis_ in hearing Sermons; When our {a- 
cred Aﬀections are awake we dwell on the 
Lips of the Miniſter as on the Lips of an 
Angel of God: Every Sentence ſeems to 
Fit | come 
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come from Heaven; and even à feeble 
Teacher with all his Infirmities at ſuch a 
Seaſon ſeems like a divine Meſſenger, and 
raiſes your Attention and Delight, But the 
Cauſe is within yourſelyes, the Activity of 
your devout Affections under the Influence 
of divine Grace. 8 

Is not Benevolence and Kindneſs to our 
Fellow-Creatures, Liberality to the Poor, 
and eſpecially to our Fellow Ro aa a- 
nother Part of our Religion? Pure Reli- 
gion and undefiled is this, to viſit the Fat her- 
kſs and the Widow in their Affliction, Jam. 
i. laſt. He that loves God mu ſi love his Bro- 
ther alſo, 1 John iv. 21. But how can we 
ſulfil the ſeveral Duties of Help and Relief, 
Defenſe and Conſolation to our Brethren, if 
we do not indulge the warm and tender A- 
{tions of Pity and Sympathy and Love ? 
The Bounty of the Hands, even to the moſt ' 
diſtreſs d Object, will be but ſcanty and ſmall 
if there be no Compaſſion in the Heart: But 
when we love our Brethren for God's ſake, 
and excite in our Hearts all the friendly and 
compaſſionate Affections towards the Poor 
and the Miſerable, then Covetouſneſs and 
Self-love lie down vanquiſh'd, and have no 
Power to with-hold the Hand from a liberal 
Diſtribution of Bleſſings to;thoſe that are in 
need. Compaſſion, melts the Heart, andmake 

I might give other Inſtances alſo of the 
lame happy Effect of boly Paſſion in the _ 
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difficult Duties of Religion, in Mortification 
of moſt beloved Sins, as well as in denyin 
our moſt darling Intereſts for the lake of 
Chriſt. How 75 — #5 it, faith St. Auſtin, Un- 


der the Power of divine Love, how ſweet i; 


it to abſſain from all the old ſweet and finful 
Delights of the Fleſh ? Herem is our Line 1 
God manifeſted, that we keep his Commun. 
ments, and none of his Commands are leu, 
1 John v. 3. 

And as the Duties of Religion are Fulfill 
with «nuſual Delight, ſo every Sin becomes 
more painful to the Heart when the Paſſion 
are divinely tinctured. The very dwelling 
of ſinful Princjples in the Heart, the work- 
ing of unruly Appetites and unholy Incl. 
nations, and the firſt Motions of Pride, and 
Wantonneſs and Malice, and Envy and Lone 
of the World, are all very grievous to a Soul 
whoſe Affections are rene wd and ſanctifyd 
Every Compliance with Temptation breaks 
in upon the ſweet Serenity and Peace of the 
Spirit, and gives it great Diſquietude. Read 
the Caſe of the holy P/almift and of St. . 
ter after their Folly. Thus it is in ſome 
Meaſure with every ſincere and liyely Chri- 
Fian; nor is the Spirit ever at reſt after any 
remarkable Sin, till that Sin hath been made 
bitter to the Soul, and till the Soul has made 
freſh and warm Application to the Throne 
of Grace, by humble R epentance and F alth 
i the Blood W Pte. 
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Tis a known Doctrine both in the Jeiſb 
and Chriſtian Church, that not only the - 
fant, but the Le and uneaſy Pao of 
the Heart are conſecrated to divine Purpoſes, 
Sorrow for Sin, and deep Mourning teach us 
powerfully that is an evil and bitter Thing to 
forſake the Lord aur God ; and in this Manner 
our own Wickedneſs is appointed to correct us, 
and our Back ſlidings reprove us. By the Grief 
of the Soul, and by the Sadneſs of the Coun 
tenance ariſing from it, Solomon tells us, the 
Heart is made better, Eccleſ. vii. 3. When 
holy David began to be ſorry for his Sin, when 
he water d his Couch with his Tears, when bis 
Eye was conſumed with Grief, and he roared 
by reaſon of the Diſquietneſs,of his Heart, he 
was then under the ale of recovering 


Grace, When St. PauPs finſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians made them ſoffy for their Con- 
nivance at the inceſtuous Iniquity of one of 
their Members, he tells them in his ſecond 
Letter how neceſſary this Sorrow was, this 
Godly Sorrow, which worketh Repentance unto 
Salvation + What a Train of holy Paſſions 
attended it! What Indignation againſt Sin, 
and the Sinner! What holy Fear of Defile- 
ment by Communion with ſuch a Crime, or 
the Indulgence of it! What vehement Defire 
after cleanſing and forgiving Grace! What 
Revenge againſt ſuch foul Iniquity ! What 
Zeal o approve themſelves clear before God 
and Man! 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10, 11, 
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The bleſſed God does not willingly aſflict and 


rieve the Children of Men, and he would not 
Pave made the Sorrows and the bitter Groans 
of Repentance ſo ncceſſary a Part of the 
Chriftian Life, had he not known the pain. 
ſul Paſſions of Nature to have ſo happy an 
Influence-in the Kingdom of his Grace., By 
this Anguiſh of the Conſcience, by theſe 
Afflictions of the Spirit God carries on his 
own Deſigns of Mercy, and makes the Sy 
Partaker of his Holineſs. 5 

V. Adpantage. 7⁰ emplo the Paſſions for 
God is to take a moſ} powerful Engine of * 
chief out of the Hand of Sin and Satan, and to 
reduce it to the Obedience of Chriſt. It is the 
Recovery of a conſiderable Part of human 
Nature out of diſmal Captivity and Bond- 
age. The Paſſions are the warmeſt and 
ſtrongeſt Powers of the S They are the 
Artillery whereby Man wages War either 
for or againſt Heaven. The Paſſions by Na- 
ture are devoted to the Service of Sin, and 
engaged on the Devil's fide in his Wars 2 
gainſt the Almighty, and they are charged 
with the Seeds of impious Fire and Thun- 
der: But when divine Grace hath taken hold 
of them, and employ'd them on the fide of 
God and Religion, it is like ſeizing the Can- 
non of the Enemy from their old Batteries, 
and planting them in new Bulwarks to make 
War upon the Devil and all his Army. 
| Fearful and impious Work do the Paſſions 
make when they are engaged on the fide Za 
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the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil. What 
bold Contempt of God and all that is holy ! 
What unruly Violence of Love to Vanity 
and ſenſual Pleaſure ! What mad Delight in 
Sin! What impetuous Deſires of forbidden 
Objects! _ Malice boils in the Heart 
againſt our Neighbour upon every ſuppos d 
ry What wicked Rays fen d rubs 
in the Soul at the Welfare of others! What 
Wrath and Indignation and Revenge are 
continually ready to be in Arms! And how 
do theſe helliſh Paſſions employ the Tongue 
in Slander and Lies, and ſometimes embrue 
the Hands in Miſchief and Blood! Now 
what a glorious Victory is it to have theſe 
Paſſions ſeiz'd and reſtrained and conſecrated 
to God, and become Inſtruments of Holi- 
neſs and Peace! To have theſe Engines of 
Iniquity become happy Mediums of Adora 


U 


tion and Service to God, and of hourly Be- 
nefits to Men! O bleſſed and divine Change! 
O the ſovereign Power of converting Grace! 
VI. Advantage. I might add-in the next 
Place, that when the Paſſions' are ſanttify'd and 
form'd to a divine Temper it gives the Goſpel of 
Chrift Credit and Honour in the World, in that 
it can triumph over the ſtrongeſi Powers of cor= 
rupt Nature, and fubdue them tothe Service of 
God and Religion. With what wicked: Vio- 
lence” were the Paſſions of Paul engag d a> 
gainſt the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, When (to 
uſe his own Expreſſions) he was exceedingly mad 
againſt the Saints, compelled them to blaſpheine, 
N 3 and 
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1 hen be N out 7. e and 
Slaughter. againſt the Diſci ples of the Lord; 
N She ix. Seu Now to — * chang'd 
from a Lion to a Lamb, from à Perſecutor 
to a Preacher of the Goſpel, to hear this 
Man propagating that Goſpel with, | Zeal 
- whichhe ſo lately endeavour d to deſtroy with 
Fury, what divine Honours this Event gave to 
the Religion of Cbriſi when it was but. young 
in the World? And as there were Multi- 
tudes of ſuch Inſtances in thoſe primitiye 
Pays, ſo I hope they are not ace want- 

now. 
There are (I hope) i in/ our Ape, in this 
City, and even in this Aſſembly, ſome Chri- 
Hans that can bear ſacred Witnek to the di- 
vine Power of the Goſpel in this Reſpet, 
One can ſay, < How fond was I of, Vanity 
« and ſenfual Pleaſure ; ? Regardleſs of God, 
& and thoughtleſs of Religion, with an A- 
« verſion. to all that was, virtuous and holy? 
* But-thro' the Grace of God the Object of 
4 my Love is changed: I delight now in the 
« « things of God.; I love his Word, his Pco- 
« ple, Himſelf, and bis Chriſt, above. al 
« things in the World. 
Another gan ſay, © I was greedy of Mo- 
64 ney, and ambitious of vain Glory.“ Ano- 
ther confeſſes, I was fretful and quarrel- 
3 ; I was malicious and envious ; I 
&c was — and reſenting ; and my un- 
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« ferment againſt my Fellow Creatures: But 
« now thro? the Influence of Grace, I find. 
« my" chief Ambition is to be a Child of 
« God, and to exceed others in Holineſs: 1 
« covet the Riches of Grace, and the Bene- 
« fits of the Goſpel above all other Treafures: 
« Now I am angry at myſelf becauſe of 
« Sin, and" angry at Sinners when they diſ- 
4 honour God and my Saviour: I love my 
« Lord Feſus, who hath procur'd Forgive- 
« neſs for me, and I would love all Men and 
« forgive them for Jeſus ſake. | 
Tis a publick Glory brought to the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt when our devout and pious Paſ- 
ſions ſurmount all. the carnal of 
the Heart; when the Fear of God riſes ſo 
high, and grows ſd ſtrong in the Soul as to 
ſubdue and overcome all other Fears: And 
il we fear God ſincerely we need fear nothing 
elſe. It is very honourable to Chriſi and 
his Religion when the Love of God and of 
Jeſas Chriſ# the Saviour flames high above 
all other Loves, and makes us forego and for- 
get every thing which might be dear and ya- 
luable to us before, if it ſtands in Competi- 
tion with God the ſupreme Object of our 
Love. When the Chriſtian can rejoice and 
lay, I love my. Father and my Mother, 
«my Wife and Children with as true and 
** as ever 1 did; but 1 
* love God and my Redeemer with a more 
« ſublime Paſſion. Neither Father nor Mo- 
* ther, nor dear young Children, nor the 
N 4 Wife 
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„ Wiſe of the Boſom ſhall with-hold me 


“ from my Duty to God; and thro? the Aids 
of divine Grace I would be ready tooffer- 


„ myſelf, with all my Intereſt in them, as 
« a Sacrifice to the Love of Chriſt. 


Tis glorious indeed to ſee the devour 
Paſſtons fo much tranſcend all other Paſſions 


and Appetites, all other Fears, Loves, and 
Deſires, as that they all melt away and va- 
niſh before the Power of divine Fear and di- 
vine Love, To ſee all our ſondeſt Defires, 
and our warmeſt Paſſions for Creatures lan- 
guiſh and fink and die under the preſent In- 
fluences of devout Affection, as the Light of 
a. Candle vaniſhes and is loſt in the midſt of 
Sun-beams, or as the Noiſe of a ſhaking 
Leaf dies and is unheard in the midſt of 
Thunder. O happy Souls who have arriv'd 
at this ſublime Degree of Chri/tianity / Thi- 
ther let our Hearts aſpire daily, and never 
ceaſe aur holy Labours and Prayers till we 
love, till we fear, till we deſire God in this 
glorious. and intenſe Degree. 155 
VII. Advantage, In the laſt Place J add, 
The ſanfified Paſſions render us ſo much the 
more conformable to the bleſſed Jeſus, and fitter 
for his Preſence and Enjoyment in Heaven. As 
the Son of God put on our Fleſh and Blood, 
ſo he aſſumed the various Powers and Pro- 
perties of human Nature, the Appetites 
and Paſſions of Mankind: He endured Hun- 
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is ours are; they had no cotrupt Mixtures 
to defile his Soul. Our Paſſions are like 
Water with Mud at the Bottom; when 
they are moved they too frequently raiſe 
the Mud and betray their Impurity: But 
the Paſſions of Chriſt were ever pure, like 
Water from the cleareſt Fountain in a Glaſs 
of Cryſtal, which tho? it be never ſo much 
agitated is ſtill unpollated. than 
Theſe pathetick Powers of his holy Soul 
were ever engaged in the Intereſt of Religi- 
on, and employ'd for pious Purpoſes. He 
lored God his Father with the moſt perſect 
and intenſe Affection, and he let the World 
know that he loved the Father, John xiv. 31. 
He rejoiced in Spirit when he gave Thanks to 
God, Luke x. 21. and when God hid his 
Face from him and forſook him, his Soul was 
exceeding ſorrowful even unto Death, Matth. 
xvi. 38. He was grieved and angry with 
the Hypocrites and the Blaſphemers of his 
Day, and looked round upon them with Wrath 
and holy Indignation. Mark iii. 5. How. 
pathetick and vehement was his Zeal for his 
Father's Honour, when he ſcourged out the 
Buyers and Sellers from the Temple? The Zeal 
of the Houſe of God conſumed and waſted his 
Spirits, as it is ſaid Fohn ii. 17. He loved his 
Church with moſt aſtoniſhing Fervour, for 
bis Love was fironger than Death, Eph. v. 25. 
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Affections of Anger and Sorrow left out of 
his Conſtitution : But they were all innocent 


" of. it. | 


But you will enquire, How will this exer- 
ciſe of  Devout Paſſion ſit us the more for th 
heavenly World ? Angels are not cloathed with 
Fleſh and Blood as-we are, and the Spirits 
of the departed Saints have left this Part of 
their Nature behind them in the Grave: 
What Efforts of Paſſion therefore can there 
be among the Inhabitants of Heaven? 
To this I anſwer, that tho' Spirits de- 
parted, and Angels can have no ſuch Fer- 
ments of animal Nature as go to make up 
thoſe Principles and Powers which we call 
the Paſſions in this mortal State, yet there 
5 PL PONY wo 5 
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tho Ris ſomething a-kin to them, which may be 
John! Naalled 4fe#i0ns in the very Nature of every 
net intelligent Creature: Spirits which have no 
& of Irlation to Fleſh can fear and hope, can love 
von and deſire, can rejoice and grieve, and that 
an; Jin ſtrong and intenſe Degrees ; otherwiſe 
there would be no Hell for the ſeparate Souls 
of the Wicked, and for the Puniſhment of 
Devils; nor would there be a Heaven for the 
Reward of the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
ſect: There cannot be a Heaven without 
Pleaſure, nor a Hell without Grief and An- 
guiſn: Since therefore. there are and muſt be 
tomething of pure Afeionin ſeparate Spirits 
that bears a Correſpondence with our Paſſi- 
ant in this mortal State; we may be well 
aſſured that the more theſe Paſſions are re- 
fined and ſanQtified, and the more they are 
ingaged about Divine Objects in a proper 
manner, according to the Will of God, we 
ſhall thereby acquire a greater meetneſs for 


the Buſineſs and Bleſſedneſs of Heaven, and 
ih be better prepared ſor the Exerciſe of thoſe 
rits WY more ſpiritual Affections which belong to the 
» of WW Saints departed, and to the happy Inhapbi- 
ve: Ml tants of the intellectual World. ee, 
lere The holy Apoſtle teaches us this Doctrine 

in that ſweet Period of Scripture, 1 Pet. i. 
de- 3, 6, 8. When we are : begotten again to a 
er- ey Hope by the Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 
up from the Dead, therein we greatly rejoice ; 
all and the Joy ſurmounts all our preſent Hea- 


vineſs, and bears us in Conqueſt and Triumph 
g OT EO” thro 
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5 Souls in theſe beautiful Garments: : Let u 
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thro our e 7 W - Je! Ie gew 
tranſporting View of Praiſe, | Honour, anf 
Glory at the Appearance of our Lord eſs, 
whom having not ſeen we love, in whom the 
275 70% ſee him not, yet Afr fs de Fejoic 
with oy . akable, and full of G ora 
It is i he 8 with fg Gee ghe 
rified Joy. You ſee here that the three ble: 
ſed AﬀAions of Hope, Love, and Joy bring 
the Soul to the Confines &f the Heavenly 
World, ſet him as it were at the Gates of 
Parad; 2 fill the Heart with thoſe diyne 
Senſations which are near a-kin to the joy 
of glorified Spirits. ' Thus by the Exerciſe 
of the holy Paſſions i in a ſublime Degree, u- 
are come to the Spirits of the Yuſt made pr 
fett, and almoſt admitted into the glorious 
Preſence f Jeſus our adored Mediator. Let 
us awake, let us ariſe, let us ſhake ourſelys 
out of the Duſt of this Earth, and dreſs our 


long and breathe aſter theſe ſacred Senſitiom 
of refined Pleaſure, to which the Church it 
ſelf is too much a Stranger in our . 
rate Times. Theſe are fair Emblems Id 
ſweet Foretaſtes of thoſe unknown Pleaſure 
which flow from the right Hand of God witb- 
out ceaſing,” and run like Rivers an ever- 
laſting” Courſe thro! " the Ages of Eter 
nity. AN | ; 
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TV 
OW glad am I to find that not only 

my Underſtanding and my Will, but 
ejoie tat all my Paſſions may be made ſeryiceable 
ora Mio God and Religion, to my nobleſt Deſigns 
gb. and my eternal Intereſt ! I am ſure ſome of 
blel: chem have had an unhappy Influence to lead 
me aſtray from my God and my. Duty, and 
[am greatly pleaſed. to hear that they are 
capable of being reduced to the Service of 
my Maker, and become Inſtruments of Ho- 
linefs and Peace. Deſcend, O divine Spirit, 
deſcend into my Heart! take hold of theſe 
ative and ſpritely Powers of my Nature, 
and bind them to thy eternal Service. A- 
vaken my Fear of the Majeſty and the Juſ- 
tice of God, that I may ſeek earneſtly what 
| ſhall do to pleaſe him, and how I may ob- 
tain his Favour : And let my Fear be con- 
ſtant and reſtleſs till my Feet are led into 
the Paths of Salvation, and I feel the con- 
lraining Power of divine Love. ONT 

Let my deyout Paſſions be ever awake 
and lively when I hear the Things of God 
ſpoken, or when I read of the momentous 
Concerns of Religion and a Life to come. 
Then the facred Truths and Duties of Chri- 
flanity ſhall be impreſt deep on my Memo- 
ry, and written there as with a Pen of Dia- 
mond, never to be blotted out. O may 
the warm Paſſions melt my Soul to Tender- 
nels, and make me ſuſceptive of every ho- 
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ly Impreſſion! May this Heart of mine, thi 
Table of Stone be ſoſten' d by deyout, Af, 
fection, till all the neceſſary and important 
Parts of Religion are written there in laſti 
Characters! May my Heart, O Lord, fe. 
ceive the Stamp of thy Goſpel with all its fi. 
cred Lineaments, till I am become a ge 
Creature transformed into the Image of the 
Son of God! F 
How eaſy will all the Duties of Holineſ 
become, and all my Temptations to fin 
how weak and ineffectual, if the paſſionatt 
Powers of my Nature are warmly ingaged 
for God ? | - 
How delightful and pleaſant ſhall J then 
find even the difficult Practices of Religion! 
How hateful will every Sin be in my Eyes 
and how painful to my Heart, when divine 
Love as a Sovereign has taken Poſſeſſion of 
it, and ſet all the Train of AﬀeCtions at 
work there in its own Service? No more 
ſhall I complain of Wearineſs, or be tired d 
religious Worſhip : I ſhall fay in my Heat 
no more, When will the Sabbath be over ? Not 
cut ſhort my Prayers and Meditations, to 
gratify the Fleſh and obey its corru 
fluence. If I am winged with holy Paſſion 
I ſhall climb over Mountains of Difficulty 
in my way to Heaven, or remove Hills d 
Temptation that obſtruct my Courſe: Di- 
vine Love as well as Faith can remove Moun- 
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o how happy ſhall I be when all, my Pal 
fons are ſandtified !_ They have been (and 
mourn to ſpeak it) they have been, wretche 
Engines of Miſchief in the dee and 
Han They have defiled my Soul, ame- 
fully ; they have broken the Law of my 
God ; they have abuſed his Grace and his 
Goſpel, diſhonour'd my Saviour, and griev- 
ed his holy Spirit. When ſhall theſe Powers 


of my Nature be reſcued from their ſinful 
Slavery, and be devoted to Purpoſes divine 
and heavenly ? O that my Fear and my 
Ie, my Anger and my Defire, my Grief 
and my Joy were all pointed to their proper 
Objects, that they might never more break 
out in an unruly Manner to diſhonour God, 
or to awaken ſharp Anguiſh in my own Con- 
ſcience ! I. would watch, 1 would pray, L 
would labour, and wreſtle Day and Night 
againſt the Body of Sin that dwells in me. 
0 for the ſovereign Influence of Almighty 
Grace, to correct all the Diſorders of my 
Soul, and to turn every Paſſion of my Na- 
ture into a Principle of Holineſs ! 

Let the bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt obtain 
this Triumph over me: Let the Goſpel ſub- 
due theſe rebellious Powers to the Obedience 
of my Lord and Saviour : May the Goſpel 
have the Glory of ſo divine a Change! 

Come, bleſſed Saviour, ſet thy holy Ex- 
ample before me in a more illuſtrious and 
transforming Light: Let all the devout Paſ- 
lons of Zeal and Love which reign'd i 9 
| * 
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Heart reign alſo in mine: O that I mi 
copy out the Wonders of thy 'Zeal 11 8. 
Honour of God, and thy Love to the Race 
of Man! With what a divine Vehemene 
were thy holy Affections ingaged in Wor- 
ſhip! But alas, how cold are all my At. 
tempts of Devotion! Kindle, O Feſas, the 
facred Fire within me: Let it melt dow 
my Heart and mold me into thy Likeneſi. 
Let my Soul be made up of divine Lon, 
as a happy Preparative for the Joys of He. 
ven, and the everlaſting Preſence of Godan{ 
my Saviour. Amen. E 
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lnſerences from the Uſefulneſs of the 


aſſious. 


HE laſt Diſcourſe has informed us that 
the Paſſions are not uſeleſs Things, 
even in the important Affairs of Religion and 
Godlineſs. We have ſeen how many and glo- 
nigus are the Advantages that we may derive 
from the right Uſe of the Affections in the 
Chriſtian Life. Let us not ſuffer ſo momen- 
tous a Theme to pals away, without draw- 
ing ſome Inferences or Remarks from it. 
Remark I. May the Paſſions of our Nature 
be made ſo ſerviceable to the Intereſts of our 
Religion, then ſarely the Doctrine of the Sto- 
icks is a very unreaſonable Opinion, for it teach 
us to ſuppreſs all our 92 intirely, and ( 
poſſible ) to root them out of our Natures. PIs 
evident from what we have heard, that our 
Purſuit of the important Things of Religion 
in this preſent State, would be very faint and 
cold, and feeble, if it were not animated b 
ſome of theſe vigorous Principles, theſe af- 
ſectionate Powers and Senſations: And ſhall 
we abandon and deftroy all theſe Aſſiſtants 


- 


to Piety and Goodneſs, which are wrought 
into the very Frame of our Beings ? 7 
„„ 9 Tis 
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Tis granted, that our Paſſions in this fal. 
len State, have their unhappy Share of the 


general Corruption of our Nature: "Tis grant. , 


ed they are ſometimes made the miſchievous 
Incentives to Vice, and lead us aſtray from 
the Path of Holineſs; and if they could ne- 
ver be reformed, they ought to be rooted 
out. But when they are once ſanctified by 
a Touch of the Finger of God, and tinctur d 
with a Savour of Piety, they become very 
_ pleaſant and powerful Springs of Duty, 
both to God and Man. | 

A. holy Fear of the great God our Creator, 
and a ſollicitous Concern what ſhall become 
of us when we die, is the firſt and moſt ge- 
neral Spring of Religion: This wakens us 
to enquire what we muſs do to 2 the God 
that made us. When we arrive at ſome com- 
ſortable Hope of our Acceptance with God, 
then divine Love promotes our Piety and 


Virtue : Then Religion works within us by 


nobler Principles, and it is advanced to high- 
er Degrees, than a mere Principle of Fer 
could raiſe it : All the Paſſions of the Man 
are ſubject to the Government of holy Love, 
and are employ'd by it for heavenly Purpo- 
ſes. When we love God ſupremely, we ſhall 
love Men alſo who are made after the Image 
oſ God: From a due Benevolence to Men, 
ſpring a thouſand Words and Deeds of Cha- 
rity and Pity, and godlike Goodneſs. When 

our refin'd 4/e/7ions work in this Manner 
toward God and Men, we come by Degreesto 
85 * delight 
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World, where Holineſs and Pleaſure are 
perfect and everlaſting. 

Thus it may be ſaid, that aſter ſome ge- 
neral Foundations laid in the Knowledge of 


God and our ſelves, Religion begins in Fear, 


it is carried on by Love, and it ends in Joy. 
Erroneous and unhappy is that Philoſophy 
that would baniſh theſe Affections from hu- 
man Nature, which have ſo powerful an In- 
fluence on the religious Life, and aſſiſt our 
Preparation for Death and Heaven. 

Remark II. How happily has the bleſſad 
God ſuited his various Revelations in Scripture 
to the Powers of our Nature how well are 


they fitted to work upon our Affections, and 


to engage thoſe active Powers of the Soul in 
the Intereſts of Religion and Godlineſs! God 
himſelf by his own Methods of Addreſs to 
Men, from one End of Scripture to the 
other, proves the Truth of this Diſcourſe, 
and the Advantage of the Paſſions in Things of 
Religion. ; 

If God ſpeaks of him/elf, how bright are 
the Diſplays of his Majeſty and Grandeur, 
to awaken. our Reverence and religious Fear? 
He is the holy one that inhabits Eternity, who 
created all Things by his Word, the Lord” 
Lords, and the King of Kings : he ſpeaks and t 
Earth trembles, and the Pillars of Heaven are 
aftoniſhed at his Reproof. He is a God fearful 
or tremendous even in his Praiſes. 

O 2 How 
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delight in all that is holy, we arrive at the 
true Taſte of religious Pleaſures, and make 
near Approaches to the Foys of the upper 
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196 . Toferences from the _ 
How ſurpriſing are the Diſcoveries of his 
Power and Knowledge, to raiſe our Wonder | 
He ranks the Stars in their Order, and call. 
them all by their Names, and not one fails to 
appear at his Call: His Eye ſurveys all the 
Creation, and knows the Thoughts of the 
Heart afar off : He takes up the Iſles as a litth 
Thing, he touches the Mountains and they ſmoke: 
who can ſtand before him, or lift up the Ha 
againſi him and proſper ® 1% 
It he manifeſt the Riches of his Mercy' and 
Goodneſs, how is the divine Language ſuited 
to ſtrike upon all the Springs of our Hope 
and Love, and to allure our Hearts to him? 
How excellent is thy loving Kindneſs, O God? 
In his Favour is Life, and his Love is better 
than Life. He has magnify'd his Luue towards 
us, and the exceeding Riches of his Grace, that 
while we were Enemies and Rebels, he /ent his 
Son to die, in order to redeem us from Death, 
If he reveal to us Chri/t Jeſus his beloved 
Son, in what a glorious Light does he place 
him before our Eyes, to command our Ve- 
neration and Honour, our Faith and our fer- 
vent Afettion? He is the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, aud the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon He was with God before the Foundati- 
on of the World, ſor by him the Worlds were 
created: He is the Man in whom dwells all 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily : He is God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh He came dban from the 
Father's Boſom, not to condemn the' World, but 
to expoſe his own Life and Blood 22 
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Sakes, ts make his Soul an Offering for our Sins, 
and to ſuſtain unknown Anguiſh and Sor- 
rows, in the Room and Stead of ſuch guilty 
Rebels iagrworate . 
If he opens Heaven in the Goſpel, and brings 
Life and Immortality to Light, what Thrones of 
Glory, what Crowns of Righteouſneſs does he 
ſet before us? what Manfjons of Paradiſe, 
what Rivers of Pleaſure flowing from the Throne 
of God, what rich Fruits of the Tree of Life, 
what bliſsful Viſions in the Preſence of God 
and Chrift, what bleſſed Society of Angel. 
and holy Souls are deſcribed as the Enjoyments 
of this Heaven, on Purpoſe to draw out our 
ſtrongeſt De/ires towards it, and raiſe our joy- 
fat Hope, and our warmeſt Zzal in the Purſuit 
0 it 1 Tn | e 
When he gives us a View of Hell, how 
dreadfully are the Executions of divine Wrath 
deſcribed there? What a gnawing Worm in 
the Conſcience that never dies, what a Fire 
that is never quenched? what burning Lakes of 
Fire and Brimſtone, kindkd by the Breath of an 
angry God? What Troops of Devils and 
damned Spirits muſt be our Companions 
there, and the Smoke of their Torment aſtend> 
ing for ever and ever? How happily are theſe 
divine Deſcriptions ſuited to awaken us out 
of Security, and to excite the Paſſion of Fear 
in the higheſt Degree, that knowing 'the Ter. 
fors of: the Lord, we may ſtir up all our Pow- 
ers to flee from the Wrath to come, and ſeelt 
Reconciliation to God by the Blood — 
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If Sin be muntſoned'i in Scripture, in what 
odious Colours is it ſet before us! It was Sin 
that ruined our firſt Parents, and drove them 
out of Paradiſe, and ſpread Death and Miſery 

throꝰ all this lower World: Tis the Unrighte. 
on ſneſe of Men that has awaken'd and reveal. 
ed the Wrath of God, in all the terrible Inſtan- 
ces of it, from the ancient Apoſtacy and Fall 
of Angels in Heaven, to the final Deſtrue- 
tion of this World by Fire, and the Puniſb- 
ment of Men and Devils in Hell for ever: 
| And all this that Sin might appear exceelling 
I finjul, and raiſe in us the highe Hatred, and 
utmoſt Auer on. 

The great and bleſſed God, who Coma us 

at firſt, Sperſeclly knows our Frame, he 1s 

well acquainted with all the Powers and Paſ- 

ſions of human Nature, and the Deſign and 

Uſe of them all: And therefore when he 
wrote theſe holy Meſſages to us by his Apoſtles 

and his Prophets, he "Joes not only reveal 
Things to our Underſtandings, which Reaſon 
3 not find out, and then leave us to make 

the beſt of them; but he warmly and power- 

fully addreſſes himſelf to the affectionate Prin- 

ciples within us, in order to make the Diſco- 
veries of his Grace pierce deeper into our 
. _ he pre. recover us ſrom our 
uilt and Mi and rſukde us to 
of his — 5800 on Te vi 
Remark. III. We may learn flom thi m 
Diſcourſe, how much *tis . eto of @Mb 
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his Hearers, and to bring them over to the Ser- 
vice of God and Religion. Tis granted that 
the firſt Work is to inform the Underſtand- 
ing, to teach Mankind what they are to be- 
lieve concerning the great God, and what 
Duties they owe to him. To this End the 
Preacher muſt not only draw his Doctrines 
from the Light of Nature, but from the 
Word of God, and bring them down to the 
Capacities of his Hearers. Tis his conſtant 
Buſineſs to explain the Word of God to Men, 
to propoſe the naked Truth with the firong- 
eſt Reaſons to ſupport it: He muſt endea- 
your to ſtrike Light into the Mind, and con- 
vince the Reaſon and Judgment of Men; 
he muſt make it appear, that they are gu 
before God, and Macher is no Way of 4 
lief or Hope but in and by Yeſas the . 
Mediator, and thus lead fin and periſhing 
Men into the Knowledge and Faith of Chriſt, 
as an all- ſufficient Saviour: All this is a 1 
cellary ind indiſpenſible Part of his Work; 
but tis not the whole of it. When the U- 
derftanding is enlightned, the Paſſions muſt al- 
ſo be addreſs'd; for God has wrought theſe 
Powers into human N ature, that they might 
be the vital and vigorous Springs of Actions 
and Duties. 

If the Judgment be never ſ⁰ much con- 
vinced, yet while the Affections remain un- 
moved, the Work of Religion will be begun 
with Difficulty, and will drive on but v 
heavily, This the Prophets and the A 


O 4 


well 


þ. * 
1 5. W 
en , 
N 3 REES FIN" 
8 4 „ 
VN 4 5 
F 


200 Inferences from the 
well knew, and the great God that employ d 
them knew it too, and there ſore he ſent them 
armed with the Powers of natural and divine 
Oratory, to reach the inmoſt Affections, to 
penetrate the Heart, and to raiſe holy Com- 
motions in the very Centre of the Soul. 
What mean all the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
but to work upon our Hope, and to raiſe our 
higheſt Expectations? What means the dread- 
ful Language of ſo many ſevere Threatning,, 
but to ſhake us out of our Security, and to 
rouze our Fears? If there had been no ſuch 
Principles as Hope and Fear in Man, I am 
perſuaded there would ſcarce have been any 
ſuch Things as Promiſes and Threatnings in 
the Book of God. The Word of the Lord 
is compared to a Fire and a Hammer, Yer, 
xxiii. 29. Is not my Word like as a Fire, ſaith 
the Lord, and like a Hammer that breaketh the 
Rock in Pieces? And it ought to be deliver- 
ed and pronounced by the Preachers of it in 
ſuch a Manner as may break the rocky Hearts 
of ſtubborn Sinners, as may fright them from 
their beloved Iniquities, by the Terror of 
everlaſting Burnings. _ . . 
Ibe holy Scripture is a Cabinet of divine 
Curioſities, full of admirable Allurements to to 
invite and entertain awakened Minds: It 57 
ſhould be 15 happily unſolded and diſplayed | 
by the Preachers of it, as to repreſent in 2 ter 
noble Manner the amazing Grace and Love of 
of God, and the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and 8c: 
that with ſuch. a holy Feryour as to light up W wo 
| | ae © BB 
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a divine Flame of Deſire, Hope and Love 
in the Souls of all that hear * 

To what Purpoſe were the Fancies of the 
holy Writers enriched. from Heaven, with. ſo 
bright and various a Treaſure of ſacred Ima- 
ges, but to raiſe the devout Paſſions of their 
Readers, by flaſhing upon their Imagination 
with divine Light? Their Words are Sun- 
beams, that not only diffuſe a ſacred Illumi- 
nation around the Eye oſ the Soul, but kindle 
the Heart into Liſe and Teal. To what 
End doth all the Pomp of Oratory dipley 
it ſelf in their Writings? To what End do 
they uſe all the Arts of 'Trope and. Figure, 
all the beauteous, the - and the — 
Colours that Nature can afford, and that Me- 
taphor can borrow ? Is it not all with a De- 
ſign to ſtrike the Soul of Man in its moſt 
paſſionate Powers, and ſpread vital Religion 
thro' the inmoſt Receſles of the Heart? - 

Let the Miniſters of the Word, who are 
zealous 105 the Honour of God, ſor the Glo- 
ry of Chriſt, and for the Succeſs of their La- 
bours, read the Writings of the holy Pro- 
phets N ight and Day, and make Rand their 
Pattern, transferring the Beauties of the Law 
to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. The Pro- 
K do not merely tell us 2 and cold 

anner, that Sin is an evil Thing, but t 
terribly denounce the Thunder of the Wrath 
of God againſt it, and pour down his Ven- 
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and haſten us to fly to the Arms of divine 
Mercy. Nor do they merely ſay to us, that 
Cod is merciful, but in a moſt delightful and 
inviting Manner, they diſplay the boundleſß 
Mercies of God, and the Workings of his 
Bowels of Compaſſion, in all the pathetick 
Language of Tenderneſs, as tho* he were 
made of Fleſh and Blood as we are. 

When our blefled Lord himſelf came down 
on Earth to become a Preacher of his Father's 
Wrath and Mercy, what eternal Woes does 
he denounce againſt Hypocrites and impeni- 
tent Wretches? How gently does he invite 
the weary and heavy laden Sinners to come 1 
him, that they may 7 — Re? How widely 
does he unfold the Gates of his Father's Mer- 
cy, and that even to Murderers and Adulte- 
rers, and Thieves and Blaſphemers, that Sin- 
ners of the largeſt Size may enter in and be 
Partakers of divine Salvation. How happily 
does St. Paul imitate his blefſed Maſter! 
knowing the Terrors of the Lord be perſuaded 
Men, and he befeeches them in the moſt en- 
dearing Language, in Chriſt's Stead to be n- 
conciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 11, 18, Sc. In what 
pathetick Language doth he ſet before us the 
glorious Love of God, in contriving the Re- 
covery of fallen Men, and providing Grace 
for them in Chriſt Jeſus before the World be- 
gon, and in ſaving them by ſuch a furprizing 

fethod of mingled Severity and Mercy, 3s 
the Death and Agonies of his moſt beloved 
Son! and all this on Purpoſe to melt vr ſoften 
1A Ces 9 our 


our Affections into Repentance, Love, and 
Gratitude! How wonderfully do theſe ſacred 
Writers attack the Paſſions on all Sides, if 
by any Means they may ſave a Soul from 
Hell? Happy Preachers Who approach this 
divine Pattern! R "IE 124 

Can any of us now content our ſelves to 
bring cold and languid Diſcourſes into the 
Pulpit, with this Bible under our Hands? 
Will not all the ſacred Fervours of theſe in- 
ſpired Preachers reproach us to our Faces, 
while we read and explain their Sermons? 
Shall we go on to affect a calm and ftupid 
Politeneſs of Phraſe, in the yery Face of theſe 
warm and heayenly Orators? Can we be 
content any longer to be the cold and lifeleſs 
Rehearſers of the great and glorious Things 
of our Religion? Can we go on to ſpeak to 
periſhing Sinners, who lye drowzy and ſlum- 
bering on the Brink of Hell, in ſo ſoft, fo 
calm and ſo gentle a Manner, as tho' we were 
afraid to awaken them? What ſhall we ſay 
to theſe Things? Does divine Love ſend 
dreaming Preachers to call dead Sinners to 
Life? Preachers that are content to leave their 
Hearers aſleep on the Precipice of eternal De- 
ſtruction? Have they no ſuch Thing as Paſ- 
ſion belongs to them? Have they no Pity? 
Have they no Fear? Have they no Senſe of 
the Worth of Souls? Have they no Springs 
of Affection within them? Or do they think 
their Hearers have none? Or is Paſſlon o 
vile a Power, that it muſt be all devoted to 
. | Things 
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204 Inferences from the 
Things of Fleſh and Senſe, and muſt never be 
applied to Objects divine and heavenly? Who 
taught any of us this lazy and drowſy Practice 
Did God or his Prophets, did Chriſt or his Apo 
tles inſtruct us in this modiſh Art of fill Li, 
this Lethargy of preaching, as it has been called 
by a late Writer? Did the great God ever ay. 
point Statues for his Embaſſadors, to invite 
Sinners to his Mercy? Words of Grace writ. 
ten upon Braſs or Marble, would do the 
Work almoſt as well. Where the Preacher 
become Stone, no wonder if the Hearers ar: 
moveleſs: But let the Miniſters of the living 
Word, who addreſs Men upon Matters d 
infinite Concernment, ſhew, if poſſible, that 
they are infinitely concerned about them. 
This leads my Thoughts to the next Re 
marx. Denis 
Remark IV. How kindly has thei Graz 
and Wiſdom of God dealt with us, in apfointin 
Men of like Paſſions with our ſelves, tu herum: 
his Miniſters and our Teachers in the Things 
Religion Men, who have the fame natun 
Affections, who can feel within themſelves 
all the Train of deyout Paſſions, and expreb 
it in their holy Miniftrations ! Men, who ar 
ſubject to the ſame Sins and Follies, and arc 
capable of the ſame religious Fear, and peni- 
tent Sorrow { Men, who ſtand in Need of the 
Heaven by the Exerciſe of the ſame Faith, Pov 
2 a  oyStH tif 277 Ei K 35,1, els {7 . oft” frſft 
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er be If Angels had been made the only Meſſengers 
Who of the Goſpel, Angels, who have no Fleſh and 
Ace) Blood, no Communion in the fame animal 
pol. Nature, no Share of our Fears and Sorrows, 
Ly, vo Intereſt in the ſame redeeming Mercy and 
| Pardon, they could not have expreft all the 
fame Paſſions, nor given us ſuch an Example 
of them in themſelves. But a Miniſter of 
the Word taken from among Men, has been 
in a ſinful State, and is now become a ſincere 
Chriſtian, or he ſhould be ſo. He is ſuppo- 
{ed to haye his own Soul filled with Loye to 
Cod; he has felt his own Fears awakened by 
the Terrors of the Lord, and the Threat- 
nings of eternal Miſery ; he has found his 
trembling Soul encouraged to Hope by the 
rich Promiſes of Grace ; he has felt his own 
Hatred riſing againſt Sin, his Delight raiſed 
by the Views and Expectations of the Favour 
of God, and eternal Happineſs in his Pre- 
ſence. How well is ſuch a Teacher ſuited 
to ſet the Terrors of Hell, the Evil of Sin, 
l and the Riches of divine Grace in Chriſt Je- 
lv /, before the Eyes of ſinful Men, who have 
pres the ſame natural Paſſions with himſelf, and 
oarc to turn theſe affectionate Powers of his Hear- 
ers into a religious Channel, by repreſenting 
theſe awful Objects in a pathetick Manner? 
The Preacher ſhould: be an Example to 
the Hearers, and then he preaches with moſt 
Power and Succeſs, *Tis a well known fay- 
ing, Tf you would draw out my Tears, you muſe 
frft weep your ſelf. How cold and dull and 
1213 | unaffected 
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unaffected with divine Things is Mankind by 
Nature! How careleſs and indolent isa whole 
Aſſembly, when the Preacher appears like : 
lifeleſs Engine, pronouncing Words of Lay 
or Grace! When he ſpeaks of divine Thing 
in ſuch a dry, in ſuch a cold and formal 
Manner, as tho' they had no Influence on 
his own Heart? When the Words freeze up. 
on his Lips, the Hearts of Hearers are freez. 
ing alſo: But where we find deyout Aﬀet. 
on mingled with ſolid Argument in the Dif. 
courſe, there the Lips of the Preacher ſeem 
to ſpeak Light and Life at once, and he 
helps to communicate the holy Paſſion all 
around him, by feeling it firſt himſelf. 
And here I am ſure we who are honoured 
with this ſacred Employment, have Reaſon 
to examine our Hearts, to reflect on our Indo- 
lence, our lifeleſs Conduct, and our cold La- 
bours in the Pulpit, and mourn to think how 
imperfectly, and how ineffectually we per- 
form the awful Work of the Miniſtry, And 
ſhall our own Affections ſtill be ſo unraiſed 
and unmoved, while we ſpeak of the great 
and momentous Things of God, and Chiiſt 
and Religion, of Death and Judgment, oſ 
Heaven and Hell? Shall we always preach 
with ſuch a Deadneſs of Spirit, ſuch a ſhame- 
ful Abſence of divine Fervour? May the 
bleſſed God forgive your Preacher, and may 
you forgive him; and may ſoyereign Grace 
raiſe a warm Flame of vital Religion in his 
Heart, and communicate it to all your Souls. 
1 | ofa Remark 
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Remark V. If the Paſſions are ſo uſeful 
in the ſolemn Affairs of Religion, there is yet 
further Occaſion to admire the Wiſdom and Grace 
of God, that he has appointed ſeveral ſuch Inſti- 
iutions or Parts of Worſbip to belong tu our ho 
Religion, as are ſuited to work upon our Senſes, 
and thereby to awaken pious Paſſions within us? 
Beſides the Voice of publick Prayer, and the 
affectionate Speech and Language of preaching 
the Goſpel, we are alſo taught and exhorted 
to ing the Praiſes of God with holy Melody. 
hat a Multitude of Exhortations are found 
in the Book of P/alms, to make a joyful Noiſe 
unto the Lord, and to ſing ne Songs before 
him in the Kingdom of the Meſhah. The 
Advice of St. Paul in the New Teftament, 
ecchoes to the Harp of David, and calls upon 
us to ſpeak to one another, as well as to our 
ſelves in Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
and to ſing and make Melody with Grace in our 
Hearts to the Lord, Eph. v. and Col. iii. St. 
8 gives the ſame Encouragement, 7 any 
merry or chearful, let this Paſſion of Joy 
expreſs it ſelf in a deyout Manner, by finging 
Pſalms, James v. 13. How happily ſuited 
is this Ordinance to give a Looſe to the de- 
yout Soul in its pious and cheerful Affecti- 
ons? What a Variety of ſanQtified Deſires and 
Hopes and Joys, may exert themſelves in this 
religious Practice, may kindle the Souls of 
Chriſtians into holy Fervour, may raiſe them 
near to the Gates of Heaven, and the Har- 
mony of the bleſſed Inhabitants there ? Nox 
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are pious Sorrows utterly excluded from this 
Ordinance: There are Tunes and Songs of 
mournful Melody to ſolace the humble pe. 
nitent, and to give a Sweetneſs to his Tear, 

And beſides all this, there are the two 
glorious and ſacred Ordinances of Baptiſn 
and the Lord's Supper, wherein divine 'Thi 
are exhibited to us in a ſenſible Manner by 
Figures and Emblems, which are deſigned to 
impreſs animal Nature, and by the Eyes to 
awaken the Paſſions of the Heart. 

How proper an Emblem is Baptiſim to re- 
preſent our being waſhed in the Blood of 
Chriſt ? and the pouring out of Water on the 
Face or Head, how well is it ſuited to repre- 
ſent the pouring out of the Spirit of Golo 
Men, and by this Means to awaken the holy 
Affections of Hope and Joy? 

How happily is the Lord's Supper contrived 
by divine Wiſdom, to repreſent the Death 
and Love of our bleſſed Saviour, and the Be- 

nefits that we derive from his Sufferings? Feſu 
Chriſt crucified is evidently ſet forth before our 
Eyes: He is repreſented even in his bleeding 
and dying Love, while the Bread is broken, 
and the Wine poured out before us. O how 
ſhould we looſe the Springs of pious Paſſion 
at ſuch a Seaſon ! How ſhould our Love to 
our Redeemer kindle and riſe high at the 
Sight of the Sufferings of the Son of God, 
| who took our Fleſh and Blood that he might 
be capable of dying ! that his Fleſh might be 
torn, and cut and bruiſed, that his Blood 
275 might 
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might be ſpilt for our Sakes, that he 
bear ſuch Agonies as — to ſinful Crea- 
tures, with a gracious Deſign to deliver us 
from Miſery and everlaſting Death. For 
erer bleſſed be the Name of Feſus, Who has 
ſuffered ſuch Pangs and Sorrows in our St. 
and bleſſed be his Wiſdom and Grace, who h 
has appointed the continual — of 
ſuch an Ordinance, ſuch a lively Memorial 
of his dying —— to touch all the Springs 
of religious Affection within us. 

Remark VI. Since the Paſſions of human 
Nature have ſo conſiderable an Influence in 
Matters of Religion, then we juſtly infer that 
Youth is the proper Time to ſet about the im- 
fortant Work of Religion, when the Paſſions are 
warm and lively and active. After we have 
been well inſtructed in the Principles of Chriſ- 
tianity, if we can but engage theſe ſprightly. 
Powers of our Natures betimes on the Side 
of God and Godlineſs, we lay a happy Foun- 
dation for the Practice of Piety all our Lives. 
'Tis of admirable and unknown Advantage 
to have all the Paſſions of the Heart tindtu- 
red deep with Heaven and Religion in our 
early Days. By this Means Virtue and Piety 
will be fixed and rooted in the Soul, it will 
ſand the Blaſts of violent Temptation, and 
bring forth the divine Fruits of Holineſs 
thro the following Years. We ſhall be bet-, 
ter prepared to combat every Oppoſition, 
we ſhall be better ſecured againſt the Snares 
that * our Youth, we ſhall reſiſt the gay. | 
P Allure- 
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Allurements of the World, and the flatter. 
ing Vanities that attack our Senſes and our 
Souls in this dangerous Seaſon of Life, 
Tis the great Cunning and the Deſign of the 
Devil and the World to work upon the 
warm Paſlions of Youth, to engage them in 
the Service of Sin and Folly: Happy are 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of a divine Antidote 
againſt this Poiſon ! who have their Paſſions 
all watchful and armed ready to reſiſt the 
Aſſaults of Hell, and to diſappoint every 
Attack that is made on Virtue and Reli- 

ion! 
? Remark VII. Is there ſo much Advantage 
to be expected from the Paſſions in the Prac- 
tice of Religion, then how much do we lh 
both of the Profit and the Plafure of Religion, 
for want of the Engagement of our Paſſions 
therein Therefore tis that Virtue and God- 
lineſs ſeem to carry with them ſo dull and 
heavy an Aſpet in the World, there- 
fore they appear ſo little inviting, becauſe 
there are ſo few Chriſtians in this degenerate 
Age, that have theſe affectionate Powers of 
the Soul deeply tinctured with the Things 
of God. We live at a poor low cold Rate, 
when we only talk of Chriſtianity, as a Mat- 
ter of Diſpute, and practiſe the outward De- 
voirs and Ceremonies of it as a Matter ol 
Cuſtom and Form, while the Heart and the 
Paſſions of it have little Share in our Chriſti- 
anity. If our Love and Deſire, our Hope 
and our Joy are all laid out on the Thidgp 


* 
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Senſe and Time, and we leave only a few 
cold Reaſonings to be employ'd in the moſt 
awful and ſublime Things of God and Hea- 
ven and Eternity, tis no wonder we find ſo 
little of the Pleaſure of Godlineſs, and that 
Religion gains ſo little Reputation and ſo 
few Followers. O what bleſſed Lives did 
the primitive Diſciples of Chri/? enjoy ! what 
divine Satisfaction, what heavenly Glory, 
what convincing Power attended their Prac- 
tice, when their whole Souls with all their 
Affections were devoted to God and Chriſt, 
and engaged in the Affairs of the uppei 
World! They lived on Earth like the Chil- 
dren of Heaven, and brought a Foretaſte of 
the Pleaſures of the upper World, into theſe 
lower Regions. O when ſhall theſe holy 
Seaſons return again? when ſhall the noble 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith animate all 
the Powers of Nature, and make us live as 
becomes the Followers and the Worſhippers 
of the holy Feſus ? | WOT 


ME:D1:7.4 F150 M:; ono 
ANY' and uſeful are the Leſſons 

which I have now learnt from the 
happy Influence of the Paſſions in the im- 
portant Affairs of my Salvation. Bleſſed be 
God that I was not born in Heatheniſm, and 
; left merely to the teachings of the Philoſo- 
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pleaſurable Senſations that may be deriv'd 
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from Religion ; while they teach us to root 
the Paſſions (if poſſible) out of our Natures, 
My Soul ſhall mourn in ſecret for my Sins, 
and be aſhamed of all my Follies: My Heart 
ſhall fear and love _ Lord my God, and 
rejoice and hope in Feſus my Saviour: M 
Spirit with all — RR Affections are thine 
O my God, for ever and ever! Uy! 
Let all the Se&s of Philoſophy hide their 
Heads and lie filent ; give me the Bible, 
where God himſelf f. to me by his Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles: How divinely Excellent 
are their Writings ! With what ſovereign In- 
fluence do they addreſs my Fear and my 
Hope, by the Diſcoveries of a Hell and 2 
Heaven ! How powerfully do they awaken 
my Repentance for paſt Sins, and melt my 
Soul into holy Sorrow ! In what an illuſtrious 
Light do they ſet the Majeſty of the bleſſed 
God; and command my humble Adoration! 
How do they diſplay the Wonders of his 
Wiſdom, and the Riches of his Grace in Chrif 
eſus to attract all my Powers of Deſire and 
Love ! What a bleſſed Foundation have the 
Scriptures laid for an infinite variety of de- 
vout Inferences and pathetick Meditations, 
ſuited to my own Cale ? There I find the 
divine Truths that can relieve my Soul um- 
der every Diſtreſs, and there I learn the af 
ſectionate and deyout Method of applying 
them. In every needful Hour I will go to 
the Book of God: God and his holy Book 
«S315 | ; „ 
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are my Life and my exceeding Joy : Let my 
Soul abide and — upon the Aide Variety 
of awful and tranſporting Objects, which are 
ſet before. me in thoſe ſacred Pages. Let 
me be taught with ſacred Skill to ſpread a- 
broad my Thoughts on the right Hand and 
on the Left, and to expatiate on theſe holy 
and heavenly Themes: They are Fountains 
of Life, and every Stream flows with Holi- 
nels and Conſolation. O may all my Aﬀec- 
tions be under the Command- and Influence 
of theſe ſacred Writings, and while: they 
ive me intenſe Delight, let them animate 
me to uncommon Zeal in the Practice of 
every Duty. _ T3 

And why ſhould not our Miniſters in all 
their Labours of the Sanctuary, imitate their 
inſpired Predeceſſors the Apoſtles and the 
Prophets, in raiſing the pious Paſſions of all 
that hear them ? Why ſhould they not 'talk 
to Men in ſuch warm and pathetick Lan- 
guage as God himſelf uſes ? Doth not the 
great God, the Author of our Nature, know 
what Methods are moſt effectual to fill our 
Hearts with divine Sentiments, to draw us 
near to himſelf, and prepare us for Heaven ? 
Has he condeſcended to give us ſo many glo- 
rious Patterns of preaching in his Word, and 
ſhall not all that are employ'd in the divine 
Work copy out the Spirit and Fervour, the 
Life and Power of theſe inſpired Examples? 
O may this dull and heavy Heart of mine 


erer enjoy the Kare ſervent and 
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lively Miniftry, that may not only enligh. 
ten 2 Underſtanding but a Heart 
And ſince God has ordain'd that I ſhould he 
inſtructed in divine Things by Men of like Paſ. 
ſions with myſelf, may thoſe whom Proyi. 
| dence has appointed to inſtruct me be alſo 
Examples of pious Affection; that while! 
ſee their Hearts fill'd with religious Fear and 
holy Love, and Joy in the Lord, I may alſo 
be ſmitten with the ſame religious P 
may catch the holy Fire, and find all the 
Train of ſprightly and devout Senſations 
convey'd to the very Centre of my Soul! 
Bleſſed be the Wisdom and Grace of my 
God, that has added ſenſible Signs and Em- 
blems to the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 
Let me remember, that I was waſhed with 
Water in the Name of the Father, and Son, 
and holy Spirit; and let me be ever jealoy 
leſt J defile myſelf again: And when I at- 
tend the ſacred Inſtitution of the Supper, let fulc 
all the Springs of pious Paſſion be let looſe An 
while I view the Son of God ſuffering for 
my Sins ; Let me feel the Meltings of holy 
Sorrow, and the higheſt and ftrongeſt Efforts 
of Gratitude and Love to that glorious and 
divine Perſon who gave himſelf to Death 
for me. t d e HT: II RON 
_ Have heard that Youth is a proper Sea- 
fon for lively Religion, becauſe the Paffions 
of Nature are then vigorous ; Lord, ſeize all 
my affeQtionate Powers in this Seaſon of 
Youth, ang ſanctif them to thyſelf, " 
' | a : | * 


Uſefulneſs of the Paſſions. | 21g 
vent the Influence of the wicked World by 
the early Impreſſions of thy Grace, that I 
may reſiſt the vain Allurements of Fleſn and 
Senſe, by having thoſe ſprightly Powers of 
Nature ingaged firſt on the ſide of Religion. 

Or if m 1 * of Youth have injoy'd 
this rich ind divine Favour, I would remem- 
ber the early loving Kindneſs of my God, 
and praiſe his Name in my advanced Years 
with Joy and Thankfulneſs. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may never loſe 
the Pleaſure of Religion, by ſuffering my 
Affections to grow cold and languid. Quick» 
en this lifeleſs Spirit of mine by daily In- 
fluences from above : Shine upon my Soul, 
O Sun of Righteouſneſs; awaken my drows= 
27 Powers to aftivÞ Piety and Zeal, and let 
all my Paſſions | conſpire with my reaſoning 
Faculties to promote the — of Reli- 

gion in my own Heart and Life, and to diſ- 
fuſe the Sayour * — all nne me. 
Amen. e 


DISCOURSE.” 
The Abuſe of i the Paſſions in Religion. 


VN the two laſt Diſcourſes we uk the 
BB Uſe of the Paſſions in Matters of Religis 

and = Fs may be expected From 
them in the Chriſtian Life; We proceed now 
to the foarth General, and that is to enquire 
into the Abuſe of the Paſſious in religious C- 
 cerns, or when the Exerciſe of our Affection 
in the Things of God may be pronounced 
irregular, and in what r they ſhould 


be limited and reſtrain'd, and put under bets 
ter Conduct. tho: | 

I. Abuſe. Then are the Paſſions irregy- 
larly exercis'd when we ſuffer them to influence 
our Opinions in. Religion, and to determine our 
Judgment in any Points of Faith or Prafdite. 
The Paſſions were made to be Servants to 


Reaſon, to he govern'd by the Judgment, 
and to be igfluenced by Truth ; but they 
were never given us to decide Controverlies, 

and to determine what is Truth, and what 

is Error. Even the beſt Affections, and thoſe 
that ſeem to have a ſtrong Tendency toward 
Piety are not always ſafe Guides in this Re- 
2 3 yet they are too often indulged to 
ay the Mind in its ſearch after 'T —_ 
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Inſtances. 
(1.) Suppoſe a en ſhould be exceeds | 
ingly affected with the unlimited Goodneſs 
and abounding Grace of God; if by;this pi- 
ous Affection towards God and his Goodneſa 
he is perſuaded to think that God has no ſuch 
ſeyere Vengeance for ſinful and rebel-Crea- 
tures, and that he will not deſtroy ſuch Multi- 
tudes of Mankind in Hell as the Scripture 
aſſerts, or that their Puniſhment ſhall not be 
ſo long and ſo terrible as God has expreſaly 
declar d; here the Paſſion:of Love and Bfteem 
for the divine Goodneſs acts in an ö 
Manner, for it takes off the Eyes of-, the 
Soul from his awful Holineſs and his ſtridt 
Juſtice, and the unknown Evil that is in Sin. 
It prevents the Mind from giving due At- 
tention to God's expreſs Word, and to thoſe 
Perfections of the divine Nature, and his 
wiſe and righteous Government, which may 
demand ſuch dreadful and eternal Puniſh- 
ment for the Rebellion of a Creature 
6 


the infinite Dignity of its Creator 
vernor. 0 Chy * 

(2.) Suppoſe a Chri jan has power- 
ful Impre — 2 the Paſhon of Fear 
by the tremendous Ideas of God's Majeſty 
and his puniſhing Juſtice, and thence he con- 
cludes that the great God will pardon no 
wilful Sins, that = will forgive no repeated 
Iniquities, no Sins. aſter Baptiſm, and the 
LOWE Supper, or after Vows or ſolemp In- 

- gagements, 
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Duty, as 1 ſhall make it appear in {everal 


7 OPER 5 N 3 Lie : * F WY” 7 LP * 2 4 N * - —— * * a ö * 8 8 
, FIPS * * 5 * 
18 . The Ab ſe of the © 


gagements, that he will have no Mercy wy 
on Apoſtates, even tho” they turn to ka 
by Repentance ; this is y yaiciog! a Tin 
to the 2 of Fear, and an Abule of out 
religious Dread of the Majeſty of God; 'for 
ſuch an Opinion runs counter to the great 
n of the Goſpel, which aſſures us that 
Chriſt-came to ſave 2 of Sinners, to te- 
move the Guilt of and repeated Sins, 
and to provide Fergivencs for ſome of the 
moſt profligate Rebels, even for all that re. 
nounce their Rebellion. 
3.) Some pious Perſons have had fact 
n affefFionate Zeal to honour God that they 
—— been led by this Paſſion to contrive ya- 
rious Forms of Service and Ceremony, gay 
and coſtly Rites with long and painful = 
erciſes of Devotion which God never a 
ted, and have introduced a Number of ron 
into his Worſhip. A childiſh Fondnefſs to 
pleaſe the great God with bodily Services 
has tempted them to forget his on divine 
Prerogative, to preſcribe how Men ſhould 
wotſhip him. They have been blinded with 
this ſort of Fondneſs for Ceremony in fuch 
a Degree as to lead them far aftray from the 
divine Simplicity of Worſhip — the New 
Teſtament has appointed. 


(4.) Some Perſons out of a oe De- 
fre to honour Chrift, and aſcribe the 
Train of their 4, — and Salvation to 


him, have been tempted to think that 
b n ee their own Salva 
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— Religion _ , 
on, but to lie ſtill and be ſaved without any 
Labour or Care of their own; ſo that they 
have ſought no more after SanRtification and 
Holineſs in themſelves than they have ſought 
to make Atonement for their own Sins, 
But this Zeal has much Darkneſs in it, and 
betrays them into a groſs Miſtake, as tho 
they could not aſcribe their Salvation ſuffici- 
ently to Chriſt, unleſs they fancied that he 
came to fave them in their Sins rather than 
to ſave them from Sin. 

(C.) It is poſſible that a Perſon may have 
ſo high an E ee and fo exceſſive a Love for 
ſome near Relation, ſome Chriſtian Friend, 
ſome wiſe and pious Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
that he ſees no Fault in them; he imitates - 
all their Practice, as tho? they were perſect 
Patterns: He receives all their Opinions for 
certain and divine Truths, and believes every 
thing which they teach as tho' they were in- 
falliple without comparing it with the Bibl 
which is the only Teſt 05 Truth in Matte 
of reveal'd Religion This Affection of Love 
to Miniſters or Chriſt;ans is certainly irr 
when it tempts us to ſet up their Judgments, 
their Practices, and their DiQates in the 10000 
of the Word of God. 

(6) Again, tis the ſame culpable Indul- 
gence of our Paſſions to ſway our e ee | 
and biaſs our Underſtanding when our Souls 
are warm d with the holy Fire of Love and 
Devotion under à particular Sermon, and we 
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' preached, 
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eached, or the fineft that ever was. compog| 
657 perhaps oor Pup i Affections flag and 
languiſh under a Sermon, you. ſit indolent 
and unmoyed, and then the Sermon goes for 
a poor dry Diſcourſe, and the Man that de. 
livered it for a dull and heavy Preacher, 
Each of theſe haſty and irregular Judgment; 
built on the Paſſions is very common toChy;. 
fiians, and ought to be correted. 
(.) I might add another Inſtance a-kin 
to the laſt, and that is, when our deyout 
Affections of Fear and Hope, of holy Love and 
beavenly Delight, are rais d in a place of 
lick Worſhip, whether at the etabliſb d Church 
or among the ſeveral Denominations of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and immediately ve 
conclude, This is the right Way of Worſhip, 
his is moſt agreeable to the Goſpel, and thele 
People are the only true Church J. Cbriſ. 
How weak is this Reaſoning, and yet hoy 
many are there who have been determin d 
both in their Opinion and Practice for or 
againſt ſuch a particular Community of Chri- 
ftians or Mode of Worſhip ; and that. for 
their whole life-time, merely by the Effech W De: 
that one or two Attendances at ſuch _ Cb. 
ticular Place of Worſhip have had on ther I cra 


Affections? . 60 
Theſe Arguments drawn from the Paſſ- WW « 


ons have been often employ'd to ſupport d- 
Tatry and Tran ubſtantiation, and all the wild 
Inventions of Men in the Worſhip of God. 
What Sighs and Tears, what warm Aﬀec- 
A _— 445-488 e | Fe Na) A 7 tions 
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tions of Sorrow and Joy have been ſome- 
times produced by ſome ingenious Orators 
in the Roman Church in their Sermons at 
Lent, when they have held up a Cruciſix be- 
ſore. the Face of the People in the midſt of 
their Diſcourſe ? While they ſet forth the Suſ- 
ſerings of our Saviour in moſt pathetick 
Language, the Preachers have fallen down 
on their Knees and embrac'd and ador'd the 
wooden Image: The natural Affections of 
the Hearers have been awaken'd in a 
ſenſible Manner, and being "mingled with 
ſome Thoughts of Chriſt and Religion, th 
have all fallen down and worſhipp'd the Id 
and have imagin'd all this to be pure Devo- 
tion and Piety toward God and his Son Feſws; 
and after all they have made their Paſſions a ſuf- 
ficient Argument that God approved all their 
Fooleries, tho' in his own Word he hath 
expreſsly forbidden the Worſhip of Images. 

I have read of another Inſtance, when a 
poor deyout Creature hath come to the Sa- 
crament of the Maſs in the Romiſh Church, 
and her Paſſions being rais'd to a ra us 
Degree (as ſhe thought) by the preſence of 
Chriſ there, under the Form of the conſe- 
crated Wafer, ſhe hath boldly declared, 
“Should all the Men on Earth and all the 
Angels in Heaven join together to affure 


me that God himſelf was not there, I 


<< would not believe them, for I have ſeen 


him, and felt his divine Preſence.. What 


a wretched and miſchie vous Abuſe of Paſſi- 
on 
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on is this, when Perſons ſhall ſuffer it to 
lead them to ſuch unwarranted and fink 
Modes of Worſhip, and perſuade them to 
believe ſuch ſtrange Doctrines as are not on- 
ly contrary to the expreſs Word of God, 
but a perfect Contradiction to Nature, Senſe, 
and Reaſon ! r 3 
Inſtances of this kind might be ſtill mul. 
tiply d. I have mentioned theſe few only 
to make it appear how unreaſonable a thing 
it is to form our Opinions in Religion by 
the Influence of the Paſſions. 

II. Abuſe. Then muſt the Affections in 
Matters of Religion be pronounced irregular 
when they run before the Underſtanding, or 
when they riſe higher toward any particular Ob- 
ject than the Judgment direfis. As in the ſore- 
going particular I told you that the Paſſions 
were not deſigned to be the directing Powers 
of the Soul in the ſearch of Truth or Duty, 
ſo neither are they made to rule all within 
us; but they are to be govern'd by Reaſon 
and Underſtanding : And in whatſoever In- 
ſtances they aſſume a Superiority over the 
Underſtanding, or run before it, they are 
exceſſive and irregular. Let us enter into a 
(..) Some Perſons as ſoon as they begin 
to find further Light dawning upon their 
Minds, and are let into the Knowledge of 
ſome Doctrine or Sentiment which they 
knew not before, immediately ſet their Zeal 
to work: Their Zeal is all on a Flame to 
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pagate and promote this new Leſſon of 
Trath, before their own Hearts are well 
eftabliſh'd in it upon ſolid Reaſonings, and 
before they have confider'd whether it be a 
Doctrine of great Importance, and whether 
it merit ſuch a Degree of Zeal. How com- 
mon a Caſe is it among Chriſtians, and too 
often found among Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


to give a Looſe to their Affections at the firſt 


Glimpſe of ſome „ Opinion, or ſome 
ireſh Diſcovery what they call Truth? 
They help out —— Weakneſs — the Proof by 


the Strength of their Paſſions, and by the 


Pleaſure they take in the Opinion they Hes 
embraced. This confirms their Aſſent too 
ſoon, and they grow deaf to the Arguments 
that are brought to oppoſe it. They conſtrue 

cyery Text in the Scripture to fappatn this 
Doctrine, they bring in the Prophets and A- 
poſtles to maintain it. They fancy they fee 
it in a thouſand Verſes of their Bibles, 


and 
they pronounce all Men Hereticks that dare 
maintain the contrary Opinions. Their Con- 
duct in this Matter is ſo vehement as tho? 

every Gleam of Light were ſufficient to de- 


termine their Faith, becauſe it happens to 
fire their Affections; they grow ſo warm 
about it as tho every Opinion in Religion 
were fundamental; and ſo fiery is their 
Zeal as tho every Miſtake deſerved the _ 
vereſt Cenſures. 


Nor is this the Caſe * Chriſtians: only, 


with relation to the 4 new Opinions they receive: 
d 4. | There 
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There are too many who take up moſt of 
their Articles of Faith at firſt without due 
Examination, and without ſufficient 
ment: Their Veneration for great Names or 
their Affection to a particular Party has de- 
termined their Opinions long ago : Their 
Paſſions and other Prejudices have formed 
their Scheme of Doctrines, with the Neg. 
le& or Abuſe of their 8 and 
yet they pronounce as poſitively upon H. 
and Error as tho they — infallible. 
py are thoſe whoſe - Faith i is built on ba. 
Foundations. | 

(2.) Again, there are ſome Perſons when 
they begin to be convinc'd that ſuch a par- 
ticular Practice is culpable or unlawful, their 
Indignation is too ſoon awaken'd, and riſes 
too high; immediately they condemn it a 
inconſiſtent with Salvation: Their H- 
tred of it grows as violent as if it were Bla 
phemy or Idolatry : They are ready to break 
out into hard Speeches and railing Accufi- 
tions againſt all that practiſe it, and pro- 
nounce them Apoſtates and Sinners of the 
firſt Rank. The ſudden Riſe and Warmth 
of their Paſſions does not ſuffer them to con- 
fider that there are ſome Faults and Follies 
that a good Chriſtian may be guilty of thro 
Ignorance or 1 —— ſome 
Sins that do. not carry in them ſuch Malig- 
nity and BR; as to aner all our rad 
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flians when they: have heard a Serm 


. 


(3.) There have been ſome weak Chri- 
mon, or 


read a Diſcourſe full of ſublime L 


and myſterious Darkneſs, and eſpecially. if 


the Stile and Manner has been very pathe- 


ted as tho' it contain'd the deepeſt Senſe, 
the nobleſt Truths of Religion, and the 
higheſt Diſcoyeries of Grace and the Goſpel: 
Whereas perhaps there may be ſcarce any 
Thing in it which has a juſt Agreement 
with Heaſoa or Scripture ; but when well 
examined it proves to be a mere Jargon of 
Words, a Mixture of unintelligible and un- 
meaning Sounds with ſome affectionate Airs 
among them, whereby their. Paſſions were 
fired, and that without Knowledg e and be- 
yond all Reaſon: And tis well if 1 theſe 
Flaſhes of Affection and violent T ranſports 
they are not deluded into ſhameful Iniqui- 
ties. This has been the Caſe-of ſome high 
Pretenders in elder and later Days. They 


have ſpoken great fwelling Werds of Vanity, 


they are Murmurers and Complaintr's 3 58 | 


the common Rank of Chriſtians, but 

walk, after their own ungodly Luis, they turn 
the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, aud they 
allure others into Luft of the F Bulb. thro much 


Wantonneſs, and while they promiſe. Liberty 


they are the Servants of Gorraptions 2 Pet. ii. 
is, = and Jude iv. 16, 18. 


This — Exerciſe of the Aﬀec | 


yi LO before Ri eminently. ex- 


 emplity'd 


ecken in Babe. 3 


tick, they have been raptured and tranipor- 
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emplify'd alſo in another weak ſort of Peo- 
ple, who are very ſincere in the Main, but 
if they read an awful and terrible Threat- 
ning, or if they hear it pronounced in the 
Pulpit with a juſt Degree of Authority and 
proper Accent, their Fears are raiſed in an 
exceſſive Manner, and their Soul is fill'd with 
long Sorrows and Doubtings : Or if they hap- 
pen to read or hear a Sentence of Comfort, 
they are tranſported with 2 Joy, and 
riſe almoſt to aſſurance of the Love of God: 
They give themſelves up to the ſudden Ef. 
forts of Paſſion before they ſuffer themſelve 
to enquire, according to Exiprural Grounds, 
whether this Text of threatnings, or whe- 
ther the other Sentence of Comfort do really 
belong to them or no. n 
There are many other Caſes wherein tis 
evident that the Affections in the Things of 
Religion get the ſtart of the Underſtanding 
and run far before it. But I proceec. 
III. Abafe. Tis a very groſs Abuſe of 
the Affections when we encourage them to ri 
Pg, and grow very warm about the leſſer Age 
Things 7 Religion, and yet are content ſ0 le th 7 
cold and indifferent in Matters of the hight il 
Tmportance. There are too many Chriſtians boy 
whoſe warmeſt Zeal is employ'd about the 7 
Min, the Aniſe, and the Cummin of Chrifli * 
anity, Matt.” xxiii. 23. and have few Paſſions MW .. k 
awaken'd or ingag d in the weighty Things of il © © 
ie Law, or the Goſpel. They are furiouſly 
intent upon ſpeculative Notions and ſome 
— + £4, K * peculiar 
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4 oO Opinions that diſti the little 
c es of Chriſtendom, and'' crumble the 
& Church to 4 Their Fears, their Hopes, 
1 their #7 iſves, their Deſires, their Grief and 
Ml 72 are all employ'd in Party-quarrels'and 
h in a ſtrife of Words: But they are thought - 
les and indolent about the Momentous Duties 
” of Love to God and Chriſt, of Juſtice to Men, of 
0 Charity to Fellow- creatures and Fellow-Chri- 
4, ians. So a ſickly Faney is fond of Tfifles, 

. nud careleſs of ſolid Treaſures: So Children 
slave their little Souls wrapt wie 7 

ks Toys while the Matters of manly Lite,” and 
wy te Buſineſs I no Deſire, no 12 — 
| light in hom, 

Suppoſe a Man mourns to ſee the church 
h; of England loſe Ground in the Nation, or 

v ſee the Aſſemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenters 


grow thin and decreaſe, and yet he finds: not 
his Soul grieved, and his Heart 
orer the Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs of the 
5 Land, the Drunkenneſs and Lewdneſs, the 
1 growing Heatheniſm and Infidelity of the 
Age: Or ſuppoſe a Chriſtian triumphs to ſeo. 
the Controverſy about Baptiſm well-manags 
ed, and his Joys ariſe according as his o.] 
Opinion is bravely ſupported, while at the 
ſame Time he takes little Pleaſure to hear 
of the Converſion of a Sinner, or — 4 
wicked Family is grown Religious. hat 
mall we think of ſuch a Perſon? Is not his 
Religion in a childiſh and fickly State? Are 
not his Ac even _ 5 RO 


1 * 
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managed in a very irregular Manner, and I pow 
worthy of - juſt and ſevere Repro? kiſs 
IV. 4buſe..., There is alſo another evi pigy 
Conduct of the Affections in the Matters o and 
Religion, and that is, when they expreſs them- 
Jſelves in an improper or indecent Manner, and 
eſpecially in ſuch a Way as is Savage and Barkc- 
rous, and contrary to the Diffates of ; Reafi 
and human Nature, or the Word of God. 
Take for Inſtance ſome of the Perſecutor 
and Idolaters, the Bigots and the Enthuſi- 
aſts of the Church of Rome. And I wih 
ſuch Perſecution and Bigotry, Enthuſiaſm 
and Idolatry were never found among any 
other Sets of Chriſians. l 6 ads; 
(..) With what furious and burning Bar- 
barity do Popiſh Perſecutors expreſs their M lim 
Leal for their Religion ! They arm their ſelv 
Tongues and their Pens with bitter Re- dere 
proaches, and Gall againſt thoſe who divide ries 
their Communion, and would reform M thi; 
their groſs Corruptions ; and they ſtill pro- divi 
fels tis out of Love to Chri/?, and to the M the 
Souls of Men that they impriſon, cut, burn, ma 
_ torment, and deſtroy their fellow Chriſtian. WM Go, 
O my Soul, come not into their Secrets, M haz 
nor learn ſuch unrighteous and bloody Zeal! M inf 
. (2.) Survey Popiſh Idolaters. They ima- pre 
gine they can never ſhew their Devotion to 
Cbriſt ſufficiently without making Images of 
a crucify d Man, and placing them continu- 
ally in their Sight: Sometimes they weat 
theſe little Idols in their Boſom near their 
ws 4 8 £3 Heart, 
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Heart, and then they think they by 
how much their Heart loves him. 
kiſs theſe wooden Baubles, or their Silv 
Figures with a ſtrange childiſh "Fondnel: 
and ſometimes bedew them with their T. 
to ſhew their inward Affection ny efus their 
Saviour, Sometimes the Nate U = 
yen of God the Father, an 
Devotions toward them with "biden 08 
remonies, and break God's ſecond Com- 
mandment to expreſs their Love to hi 
Strange and prepoſterous Expreſſions of 
to practiſe what he forbids ſo often in his 
Word, and that upon ſevere Penalties ! _ 
(3. ) Turn your Eyes now to the Romiſh 
Enthuſiaſts. ors of theſe Devotees have 
fancied themſelves poſſeſs'd with fach a ſub- 
lime Love to God that they have thrown them- 
ſelves into odd Poſtures and ſtrange Diſor- 
ders of Body, and appeared more like Fu- 
ries than Chriſtians, as tho” it muſt be fome- 
thing not human that muſt expreſs their 
divine Affections. Others have - imagin'd, 
they could never do nor fuffer enough to 
manifeſt the inward Fire of that Love to 
God which dwelt in their Heart, and they 
have contrived what Totments they ſhould, 
inflict upon themſelves (as they uſed to ex- 
preſs it) for the Love of God,” oaks 
Others to ſhew their Sorrow ky 21 ir | 
ever offended him, have worn Sackcloth up- 
— skin, n [thernſehy 
n 


2 PL on 


till they have been covered with Blood, they 


have bound themſelves with Vows to travel 
9 and to make long and tedious Pil. 
>rimages to diſtant Lands, Some have ſent 
hemſelves to Death by voluntary Starving; 
others have tortured and deſtroyed themſelves 
with exceſſive Thirſt ; and either made their 
Bodies miſerable, or put an End to Life to 
ſhew their Love to God. 'Theſe are extra- 
vagant Methods of expreſſing any devout 
Paſſion, and moſt of them utterly unlawful, 
Let ns remember, that the Religion which 
God teaches, has nothing in it contrary to 
the Light of Nature, nor muft our inward 
Piety break in upon the Rules of Reaſon 
and Decency, when we would cxpreſs it by 
any outward Signs, | 

There are ſome religious Affections which 

are very properly expreſt and manifeſted in 
the common Way, whereby Nature uſually 
expreſſes thoſe inward Senſations of the Soul, 
Godly Sorrow naturally vents it ſelf in Groans 
and Tears, P/al. vi. 6. Holy Joy ſometimes 
by a Smile of the Countenance, and often by 
the Voice of ſacred Melody: And this not 
only appears in the Example of the Royal 

_ Ofalni/?, but in the Precepts of the New 
eſtament, Eph. v. 18. James v. 13. Fa 

be merry, tet him ſing Pſalns. Pious and eai- 
neſt Defires of the Preſence of God, and of 
Fo Fayour, are ſignified by ſtretching of the 
Arm towards him, or lifting up the Eyes and 
Hands to him, 2/al. viii. 31, and * 


- 
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x. and cxxi. 1, 2. Repentance and Shame is na- 
turally ſignified by down caſt Eyes or Bluſh» 
ing. Luke xviii. 13. Ezra ix. 6. 

Some of the ſtronger outward Appearan- 
ces, and vehement Tokens of inward holy 
Paſſi ion, are indeed rather to be indulged in 
private than in publick Worſhip: But in all 
our Behaviour in this Reſpect, let us take: 
Heed that the inward Affection is ſincere, 
and is the real Spring of all the outward; 
Signs and Expreſſions. Let us ſee to it, that 
we indulge not that Practice which our Sa- 
viour ſo much condemns in the Hypocrites of 
his Day, Matth. vi. 16. Let us make no ſad 
Faces, nor put on diſmal Airs, nor ſmite the 
Breaſt with the Hand, and disfigure our Coun- 
tenances, merely to make the World believe 
that we are Penitents: Nor let us be always 
turning up the Balls of our Eyes to Heaven, 
nor uſe frequent and lond Groanings, to per- 
ſuade our Neighbours that we are more deep» 
ly. affected with divine Things than they. 
Let us take Heed lett we — Uſe of theſe 
outward Colours and Forms of Paſſion, to 
cover the want of in ward Devotion and Piety. 
We ſhould always make our Religion appear 
to the World with a natural and becoming 
Aſpect, and in a decent Drels, to invite and 
not forbid thoſe who behold us. Let us take 
Care that we do not diſguiſe our holy Chriſ- 
tianity, nor make it look like an irrational: 
Thing by unmanly or unbecoming Sounds 
or Geſtures, leſt we thereby expoſe 8 
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to the Charge of Hypocriſy, and give upour 
holy Profeſſion to the Ridicule and Cntempt 
of the prophane World. 1 

V. Abuſe. Tis an irregular Management 
in the Aﬀairs of Religion, or an Abuſe of 
devout Paſſions, when we content ourſelves 
with the Exerciſe of theſe imward and affettic 
nate Senſations of the Mind, while they have 10 
Influence on the Holinefs of our Conver ſation. 
nfider, my Friends, what were the Paſ. 
fions made for? not merely for the ſenſible 
Pleaſure 'of human Nature, but to give it 
Vigour and Power for uteful Actions. I haye 
but a poor Pretence to be a ſincere Lover of 
Chriſt, if I rejoice to hear Eis Name repeated 
often in a Sermon, and ſay never ſo many 
affectionate Things of him in the Language 
of the Book of Canticks, and yet take no 
Care to keep his Commandments: Whereas 
this is the appointed Way wherein Chriſt 
has required his Diſciples to manifeſt their 
Love to him. John xiv. 15. If ye love me 
keep " Commandments: then are ye my Friends 
of ye do what ſoever I command you. In vain do 

pretend to pious Sorrows, in vain do [ 
mourn for ſome great and grievous Sin in my 
ſecret Retirements, or in publick Worſhip, 
if my Life be ſpent among the gay Follics 
and Vanities of the World, if I run into new 
Temptations whenfoeyer the World beckons 
to me, and follow every Son of "Marth that 
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True Chriſtianity, where it reigns in the 
Heart, will make it ſelf appear in the Purity 
of Liſe. We ſhould always fuſpect thols 
Flatteries of Affection, thoſe fudden inward 
Senfations of Sorrow or Delight, which have 
no Power to produce the Fruits of Holineſs 
in our daily Converſation. The Fruits of the 
Spirit are found in the Life and the Heart 
together, as they are deſcribed, Gal. v. 22. 
Love to God and Man, 12 in holy Things, 
Peace of Conſcience, and Peace with all Men 
as far as poſſible, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, (that is, Faithfulneſs) Meek 
neſs, Temperance, and particularly a Cruciffzi- 
en of all ſinful AfeFions. Let us never con- 
tent ourſelves with any Exerciſe of lively 
Devotion, unleſs we feel our corrupt Aﬀec- 
tions in ſome Meaſure fubdned thereby. 
O how ſhametul a Sight is it, and what 
a Reproach to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 


to ſee a Chriſtian juſt come from Church and 


holy Ordinances, where his deyout Affecti- 
ons have been raiſed and moved, and imme- 
diately to find him breaking out into vain 
earthly Merriment, and carried away with 


idle and ſenſual Diſcourſe ! What a Scandal 


is it to our Religion to ſee ſome zealous Pro- 
ſeſſors coming down from their Cloſet, where 
they fancy they have been {favoured with ho- 
ly Raptures, and enjoy'd much Converſe 
with God, where they think they have ex- 
erciſed Repent and holy Deſires, 


ance and Love, 
and yet immediately fall into a Fit of Rage 


F " 
-- . * 


againſt 
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againſt their Servants or Children, for: mere 
rifles, and expreſs their Wrath in very un- 
chriſtian Language and indecent Behaviour! 
This is an open Contradiction to their Pro- 
feſſion,; and the Shop and the Parlour, or 
perhaps the Kitchen gives the Lye to the Pre 
tences of the Cloſet. O glorious Evidence 
of a Diſciple of Chrif, where all the pious 
Paſſions join to reſiſt every Temptation 
where divine Love keeps warm at the Heart, 

where it purifies the whole Behaviour, and 
exalts the Liſe of Men near to the Life « 
Angels! 

WI. Abuſe. That muſt contlnly be a 
culpable Conduct with regard to our religious 
Affections, ben they are ſuffered to entrench 
upon other Duties ther to Gcd or Man, and 
withhold us from the proper Bufineſs of our 
Place and Station in the World. - Tho? devout 
Paſſions ſhould be indulged at proper Seaſons, 
yet they ſhould not ſo far govern all the 
Powers of Nature, and vb the Moments 
of Life, as to make us negle& any neceſſary 


Work to which the Pro vidence of God hath 
called us. 


This is the Caſe, when Perſons find 2 


much Sweetneſsin their religious Retirements, 
that they dwell there too many Hours of the 
Day, and negle@ the Care of their Families, 
the Conduct of their Children and Servants, 
and other neceſſary Duties of Life, and let 
all Things run at Random in their Houſhold, 


under the Excuſe of Religion and Converſe. 


with 


8 
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with God: Tho I muſt confeſs: this is ſo un- 
common a Fault in our godleſs and irreligi- 
ous Age, that it Nene almoſt * without 
Cenſure. 

Tis the fame culyeble Condudt,- his 
Chriſtians experience a ſacred and affectionate 
Reliſh of publick Ordinances, and they are 
tempted to run from — to Sermon, 
from Lecture to Lecture, in order to main- 
tain their ſpiritual Pleaſures, with a flight 
and careleſs Performance of relative Duties. 
Tis yet more criminal in Perſons: of low 
Circumſtances in the World, who would 
ſpend all their Time in hearing or reading 

good Things, or at ſome religious Aﬀem- 
lies or Conferences, while they groſly and 
grievouſly neglect their common Duties of 
providing for themſelves and their Children. 
They are ready to expect that the rich ſhould 
maintain them, while they make their de- 
vout Affections an Excuſe for their ſhameful 
Idleneſs and Sloth, Let us remember there 
is a Time for working as well as a Time for 
praying or hearing, Every Thing is brawtifud 

in its Seaſon. 

This Sort of exceſſive and irregular Af- 
ſeftion, appears alſo eminently when out of 
Pity to the Poor, or Love to the publick 
Worſhip of God, dying Perſons leave vaſt 
Legacies to the pulldig of Churches and 
Hoſpitals, and endow Alm-bouſe liberally,” 
while their near Kindred, and 1845 
own Deſcendants are in a ftarving Conditi» 

on, 
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on, or want the Conveniencies of Life, He 
that takes no Care of his neareſt Relations 
living or dying, is in that Reſpe& worſe thay 
an Infidel. God does not love Robbery for 
Burnt-offering, nor does he permit us to a- 
bandon our natural Affection to our Fellow. 
Creatures, to ſhew our Love or Zeal for our 
Creator, in ſuch Inſtances as theſe. 
VIE "Abuſe. Religious Paſſion is then cer- 
tainly exerciſed in a very irregular and cri. 
minal Manner, when we ſuffer it to degenerate 
into carnal and vicious Aﬀettions, and (as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it in another Place) when 
we begin in the Spirit, and end in the Fliſh. 
Examples of this Kind are too common in 
the preſent Age of Chriſtians. 

(..) Zeal may turn into Wrath and Fwy. 
A his h Veneration far the glorious Truths of 
the Gof pel, and a warm Zzal for the Defence 
of — has too often degenerated into M 
lice and Indignation, againſt thoſe who differ 
from us in religious Sentiments, and that 
too in Matters which are of ſmall Importance 
to practical Godlineſs. Pious Zeal againſt 
dangerous Errors is a juft and laudable thing 
when it carries Moderation and good Temper 
with it, and does not break out into Wrath 
and Malignity, againſt the Perſons of ' thoſe 
who are unhappily betrayed into thoſe Miſ- 


takes: But it becomes a Paſſion, and 
hateful in the Eyes of God our Saviour, when 
It breaks all the Bonds of C and Chriſtian 


IP flaming Bigot and the Perſecu- 
tor 
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tor come-in-naturally at every 
Share of this Caution and R ob 
ſers of the Paſſions in the Things of Oy 
Religion. 

When we come bse wits. worlkip- 
ping Aſſemblies, where. a Man of 
Zeal leads the Worſhip, we find the Wild- 
fire of his own Paſſions, ſpreading thro the 
whole Congregation. + Is it not a ſhameful 
Thing to-hear the Preacher railing againſt his 
Brethren, ' becauſe they differ a little from 
him, and will not uſe ſome unſcriptural Modes 
of Expreſſion, or will not admit ſome fa- 
plications of a Verſe of Scripture, 


vorite Ex 
or will not conſent to practiſe ſome leſſer 
Forms and Rites of Worſhip? And tis a 
Matter of equal Shame to be many Perſons, 
who imagine themſelves to be Chriſtians of 
the firſt Rank, take a malicious Pleaſure to 
hear ſuch ſcurrilous Reproaches and 
Railings againſt their Fellow-Chriſtians, and 
Curſes denounced againſt them, — they 
differ in Ceremonies and Phraſes. And the 
Crime is certainly the greater,if theſe Opinions 
or Forms wherein they are but of 
{mall Importance. This is a wretched Abuſe 

of Paſſion in the Things of God; and yet fo 
deceitful is the Heart of Man, and 10 given 
up to Self-Flattery, that doth the 
Preacher and the Hearers vainly preſume they 
are expreſſing a facred Love for di 
and paying ſublime Service to God and their 
Saviour. What Madacſs is mixt witch miſ- 
taken Leal (2.) There 
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(2) There is another Inſtance of the Abuſe 
of the Paſſions, which is very near a-kin to 
this, and may ftand Tent in Rad; and that 
i, when we behold the Vices of Men with 
and Hatred, and immediately transfer 
455 Hatred to their Perſons, whereas we ought 
to pity and'pray for them: Or when we ſee 
a Fellow-Chriſtian fall into Sin, and becauſe 
we hate the Sin, we hate the Sinner too, and 
ſuffer our Hatred to grow into Diſdain and 
irreconcilable Enmity, and that even tho 
the Offender has given Signs of ſinoere Re- 
pentance. This is not Chriſtian Zeal but 
human Corruption, and ſuch criminal Indul. 
gence of the Paſſions, which ought to be 
mortified, if ever we would be Imitators of 
the holy Jeſus : He: hated even the leaſt Sin, 
but loved and ſaved the greateſt of Sinners, 
and delighted to receive Penitents to his 
0 3 Fs Tis a culpable Exerciſe of the Paſſ- 
_ when holy Emalation degenerates into En- 
At firſt we admire the Virtues of others, 

we reſpedt their Perſons highly, we imitate 
their Conduct, and afpire after the ſame De- 
grees of Piety and Goodneſs; we have a holy 
Ambition to equal them in every Grace, and 
in eycry Virtue, and if poſſible to exceed 
them: All this is right and worthy of Praiſe; 
but when I fall ſhort of the Attainments of 
pA _ and ænvy him on the Ac- 
Character, when I feel 


i fn Di — Brother, 
4 | becauſe 
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becauſe his Gifts or Graces ſhine brighter than 
mine, then the holy Affection degenerates 


(4) I might give another Inſtance alſo of 
this Kind, and that is, when Love to Fel- 
bu-Chriſtians begins on a ſpiritual Account, 
between Perſons of different Sexes, and there 
is a mutual Delight in each other's Com- 
pany and pious Converſation ; but without 
great Watchfulneſs this Chriſtian Love. may 
be in Danger of degenerating into vicious De- 
frres and corrupt Paſſions. | 
(J.) It may be worth our Notice alſo, 
that there is another Danger of the Degene- 
racy of a deyout Paſſion, when Perſons of a 
pious and chearful Spirit have taken great 
Delight in ſinging the Praiſes of God, and meet 
together at ſtated Seaſons for this Purpoſe z 
but in Time this has ſenſibly funk into the 
Pleaſure of the Ear, into a mere natural Re- 
liſh of Harmony, and a Delight of Sounds 
well connected. This may have eaſily hap- 
pened, when fine Inſtruments of Church Mu-—- 
ſick have been uſed to aſſiſt Pſalmody, or when 
Perſons pride themſelves in too nice and de- 
licate a Skill in ſinging, in too exquiſite a 
Taſte of Harmony, even tho? the Words 
which they ſing may be holy and religious. 
To guard againſt theſe Dangers, let Chriſ- 
tians frequently enter into their own Hearts, 
and endeayour as far as poſſible, to examine 
their Spirit and Conſcience, to diſtinguiſn 
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240 The Abuſe of % 
between their inward workings of Piety, and 
the mere Exerciſes of animal Nature. or cor. 
rupt ion, and ſet a conſtant Guard up- 
on their Hearts in this Reſpect. Es 
VIII. Abuſe. The laſt Thing I ſhall men- 
tion, wherein ſome Chriſtians are guilty of 
an irregular Conduct, with regard to their 
Affections in Matters of Religion, is this, 
when they live entirely by their devout Paſſions, 
and make theſe the only Rules of Self-Inguiry 
concerning their Temper, their habitual State of 
Soul, and their preſent Frame of Spirit, and 
concerning every Thing that belongs to their 
Chriſtianity. Such Perſons have little Re- 
gard to the Growth of their Knowledge, the 
Improvement of their Underſtanding in the 
Things of God, the ſteady and fixed Bent of 
their Will toward Religion, and the conſtant 
regular Courſe of a holy Converſation. 'They 
{ſeem to make all their Religion conſiſt in 
a few warm and pious Affections. If their 
Hope and Deſire and Delight are but en- 
gaged and raiſed high in their ſecret Retire- 
ment, or in publick Worſhip, then they are 
good Chriſtians, in a heavenly State, and 
they think - exceeding well of themſelves: 
But if at any Time there is a damp upon 
their Paſſions, thro? the Indiſpoſition of their 
animal Nature, when they {el not a great 
Degree of animal Fervour powerſully aſſiſting 
their pious Exerciſes, they are ready to pro- 
nounce againſt themſelves; they ſink into 
great Deſpondencies, and imagine they have 
no true Grace. Buch 
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Such Chriſtians as theſe live very awd 
ſudden Fits and Starts of Devotion, without 
that uniform and ſteady Spring of Faith and 
Holineſs, which would render their Religion 
more even and uniform, more honourable 
to God, and comſortable to themſelves; 
They are always high on the Wing, or elſe 
lying moveleſs on the Ground: They are e- 
yer in the Heights or the Depths, trav 
on bright Mountains with the Songs of Heas 
yen on their Lips, or g and labour- 
ing thro? the dark Vallies, and — 
coward as on an even Plain toward Heaven. 

There is much Danger leſt ſuch ſort of 
Proſeſſors ſhould” deceiye themſelves, if not 
in judging of the: Truth of their; Graces, yet 
at leaſt in their Opinion of the Strength or 
Weakneſs of them, for they judge merely 
by their Affections. Let us watch againſt 
this Danger, and remember that tho the 
Paſſions, axe of excellent Uſe in Religion, yet 
they were never deſigned to ſtand in the Place 
of Reaſon and Judgment, or to ſupply the 
Room of an enlightned Underſtanding, a 
landlified Will, and a, Converſation attended 
with all the Fruits of Holineſs, 

Thus. I have finiſhed what 1 * ed to 
iy concerning the. Abuſe. of "the een, in 
Religion. Lüdecke 

The * which T ſhall aka. on this 
lead ef Diſcourſe, are theſe three. 
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444 "Ys Abuſe he 
Paſſions in Religion, who have laid the Fund 
— _- it in a regular Knowledge of the Thing; 
Loet your Underſtanding therefore 
be fully perſuaded of the Neceſlity and: Ex. 
cellency of Religion, of the Duties you'owe 
to God as your Maker and Governor; let all 
r reaſoning Powers be convinced of the 
vil of Sin, of the Holineſs and Juſtice of 
God, of the Danger of eternal Death, of the 
Relief and Hope that is held forth. in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, of the-Neceſlity of Faith 
and Holineſs, in order to eternal Happineſs; 
and amidſt all the Workings of devout” Af 
ſections, maintain a conſtant Exerciſe 
Reaſon and Judgment. The Scriptiine it⸗ 
felf was not given us to make the Uſe of 
our Reaſon needleſs, but to aſſiſt its Ope 
tions, and to render it more ſucceſt 
our Inquiries into the Things of our — 
laſting Welfare. Knowledge and Affechon 
ſhould go Hand in Hand, in all the Affain 
of Religion: The more we know: of God, 
and the Things of the upper World, we ſhall 
have the ſtronger Spring for our holy Paſſions, 
and a more ſecure Guard againſt any Excel 
ſes and Irregularities in che Exerciſe of them. 
II. Remark; A, ii: ibe Bu of 
eber 0 775 the devont Paſſions, ſo "tis 
Part of his Work to guard his Hearers ago 
dhe Abuſe of them. 
We have granted we bees that "ti 
the Buſineſs of every ſacred Orator, to raiſ 
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28 1 Reize 243 
God: Let him therefore manage his diying 
Arguments in ſuch a Manner as to awaken 
the Fears, the Hopes, the Deſires, the pe- 
nitent Sorrows, and the pious Joys of — 
whole Aſſembly, in a ſublime Degree; hut 
in order to ſecure them from Exceſſas and 
Itregularities of every Kind, let him lay tio 
Foundations of their Religion in clear Ideas 
of divine Things, and in 2 juſt and proper 
Explication of the holy Scriptures. 

When he has a Mind to lead his Heaters 
into any particular religious Sentiments, 
which he firmly believes to be true, and 
which he ſuppolts uſeful to their Edificati :. 
on, let him not begin with their Paſſions; 
25 addreſs — — firſt —_ 

e muſt not e upon 
warm and animal — before he has ſet 
theſe Doctrines or Sentiment of his in a fair 
and convincing Light, before the Eye of 
their Underſtanding, and their reaſoning Fa- 
culties: The AﬀeBions are neither the Guides 
to Truth, nor the Judges of it, nor muſt 
the Preacher ſet them to their f prightly am 
feryent Work, till he — the Mind 
by clear Exp lication and ſincere Argument. 
The Sun in ths Heavens gives us a fair Do- 
cument in this Caſe: His Light comes be- 
fore his Heat: The Dawn of the Morning 
growsup by Degrees, and introduces the Eer- 
vours of Noon; 80 let the Preacher diffuic 
his Light over the Aſſembly, before he kihdle 
N warm — Let him * ö 

1 2 | 
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444 27 be Abuſe of the © 
their Reaſon and Judgment of the Truth of 
every Article of Religion, which he perſuade 
them to believe; let him ſhew the Duty 
and the Neceſſity of every Part of H 
which he preſcribes ſor their Practioe. Let 
him imitate that noble Pattern of divine 
Oratory, | Apollos at Epheſus, who was an el- 
quent Man, and mighty in the Scriptures, he 
was fervent in Spirit, and could raiſe the 
Paſſions of thoſe that heard him; yet he was 
willing to kindle the Flame of his own Ora- 
tory by the Light of his own Underſtand- 
ing, and when he himſelf had learnt the W; 
— more perfetHly, he mightily convinced 2 
ews by divine Argument, and ſbewed them 
/ the Scriptures: that 2 was the Chriſt, 
Acts xviii. 24, 25, 28. Then there was a 
Way made for his following Zeal and 
. to diſplay themſel ves. 
III. Remark. If the Paſſions are of ſuch 
eiminent Service in Religion, and yet they 
are in Danger of unruly Exceſſes, how much 
Need have aue to beg earneſtly at als "__ of 
Grace, thut they may be all ſancti Tis 
only the ſanctifying Influence of the "bleſs 
Spirit, that can excite them in a due Degree, 
and can Sive them proper Limits and Regu- 
-lations. Tis nothing but divine Grace can 
raiſe them to a due Height, on all juſt 
Occaſions, and yet preſerve them from an 
Conduct and unhappy Effects. 
In this ſinful State of corrupt Nature, we 
are averſe to the Things of God: Our Paſ- 
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Pafſuns i in Relgbs. 248 
fions are violent toward ſenſible Objects, but 
are hardly moved by the moſt important 
Diſcoveries in Religion. Tis God alone 
who can correct — change their corrupt 
Biaſs, and give them a divine Tendency. 
They are ſo ready to take a wrong Turn, 
and 10 etimes to makes wide Miſchief, even 
in the Matters' of Religion, that, God alone 
can keep them. conſtant in their right Situa- 
tion and Courſe. They are living Wheels 
of ſtrong and powerful Movement in human 
Nature, but they make wretched Work if 
they are not put in Motion by a regular and 
happy Spring. They are gſorious and noble 
Inſtruments of Religion, when under good 
Conduct, but they are ungovernable — 
miſchievous Powers when they go aſtray; 
and they are alſo too prone to wander from 
their proper Place and Duty. Let it there- 
ſore be the Matter of our daily Prayer, that 
we may be ſandtiſied throughout in Body, Soul 
and Stirit, and that every Faculty of our 
Nature may lend its proper Aid to the King- 
dom of Grace within us, till we ate trained 
up by the Piety of this preſent State, and 
made fit for the unknown Exerciſes of a ſub- 
limer Sort of ER: in the Kingdom of 
— 74 * 
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'246 Tho Abuſe of the 
darkned, our Vill grown perverſe, and our 
- 25 corrupt and irre in their Exer. 

eiſes; and even when they are engaged about 
the Things of God, their Conduct is not al- 
ways wiſe and boly. We have ſeen what 
glorious Inſtruments they are, when mana. 
ged by the Hands of divine Grace, to pro, 
mote Piety and Goodneſs : But if "they are 
left to themſelyes, they will ſometimes make 
wild Miſchief, even in the ſacred Concerns 
of Religion. 

Guard and ſecure me, O my God, aal 
thoſe falſe Lights which my Affections may 
caſt upon the Objects I converſe with, and 
ſo delude my Judgment. Suffer me not to be 
impos'd on by the falſe Colours in which 
my Paſſions may happen to dreſs up Error, 
and make it look like Truth. Let my 

udgment be always directed ſteddily by the 

eaſon of Things and the Diſcoveries of 
thy Word, and not by the delufive Flat- 
teries of the Paſſions. Let me remember 
that theſe were not given for my Guides in 
the Search of Duty or Truth, they were not 
made to teach me what is falſe and what is 
true, but to awaken me with the 
Teal to purſue Truth, and to as what 
ever T —— to be my Duty. 

May I be fo happy as always to lay bold 
Reaſon and Scripture for the Nun 
whence my devout Affections may take their 
Riſe, and aſcend high toward God ! Let 
dem neyer flutter 5 * the Dark, nor break 
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fwallow:-a' Camel. When I read or hear of the 


Paſſions in Religion. £47 
away from the Government of my Under 
ſtanding ; that if at any Tune my Conſci- 
ence calls me to account for the warmeſt 
and boldeſt Flights of my pious Affections, ; 
may be able to ſupport and juſtify them 4 
all upon the Foot of Reaſon, and by the 
divine Examples and Incouragements of the 
Word of God. 2 

If at any Time my Teal has: been too fora 
vent about the leſſer Matten of ien, 095 
while it has been cold and liſtleſs in 
Things of higheſt Importance, 1 would take 
Shame to myſelf 'in the Sight of God and 
Men. Bleſſed eſs, never ſuffer my Anxie- 
ties, my Fears, my Deſires, and my Joys, 
to riſe but in a due Proportion to the Worth 
and Importance of their Obje Let my 
Name never be number'd among thoſe Men 
of irr who ſtrain at a Gnat, and 


Idolaters and the Bigots of the Church of Rome, 
in what a ſtrange childiſh Manner, and with 


what ridiculous Fopperies dert expreſs their 
Love to God and Chrift, to Saints de- 


parted ; when I read how they ſcourge their 

Bodies to ſhew their Sorrow for Sin, and put 

their Fleſh es torments which God never ap- 
pointed for required; when I have been told 
how they cut and burn and deſtroy their 
Fellow Cbriſtiant, animated by a —— 
Zeal for God and his Church, I bl 

that I have been taught better Methods f 
exprclling my devout Aﬀe&ions. Come 
** R4 + not, 
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not, O my Soul, into their Secrets, to their 

Aſſemblies be thou not united. Nor let my 

Religion make me ſour and unſociable; nor 

let me indulge aukward Geſtures, or put on 

a diſtorted Countenance, nor appear with any 

unmanly or unbecoming Airs, to expreſs the 

inward Workings of my Heart. I am a- 
fraid of all thoſe outward Forms which would 
tum Piety into Contempt before an ungodly 
World, Who take all Occaſions to — 
Things facred. 

1 1 remember chat Relig ion does! not 
conſiſt in a warm Flaſh of AﬀeRtion, or in 
ſudden Efforts of devout Joy, where Holi- 
neſs has no ſettled Root in the Heart, nor 
any viſible Fruits in the Converſation. Let 
me be all of a Piece, and if my Chriſtianity 
raiſes my pious Paſſions in the 12 or 

5 in the Cloſet, may the ſame Chriſtian 7 
| be found in-all my daily Bis 
it regulate my Words and adorn my Adlon 

that God, Angels, and Men may ſee the 
golden Thread of Religion running thro 

my Heart and Life in an uniform Manner, in 

all Times Places, and Stations. 

Never let my Devotions break in upon 
any. part of other neceſſary Duties uch 
owe to God or Man: The great God does 
not permit Sacrifice to ſtand in the Room of 
Works of nun. nor will be allow of Rob- 
bery for a Burnt-offcriag. Remember _ 
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pious Affections to their own Character, and 


Paſſions z Rags 249 
Help me, O my God, to keep up my 


let them not degenerate into a vicious or 
criminal Temper of Mind. Suffer nat my 
Leal againſt Error to turn into Fury againſt 
z miſtaken Brother. Teach me to pity the 
Man while I endeavour to cure his unhappy 
Miſtakes by the only Methods which Chri/? 
has appointed, by gentle Reaſoning, by Ar- 
guments drawn from Scripture, by the win- 
ning Arts of Love and Goodneſs, and by 
earneſt Prayer for his Recovery from the Ex- 
ror of his Way. Let me watch againſt e- 
very Inſtance — holy Affections may 
be corrupted and turned into Vice or Folly. 
Tho I deſire to have my Paſſions. deeply 
tinctured by the Things of God, yet I would 
not live entirely by dhe Efforts — devout 
Paſſion, nor judge of my State and Frame 
merely by theſe Sorts of Emotion. Tis 
poſſible that ſudden Flaſhes of Aion 
may ſometimes deceive our Judgment, and 
make us determine ſuddenly and u 
conce ourlelves and our — * 
Let my Religion and Love to God he deep- 
ly — in the Mind, and in the Principles 


of ſolid Knowledge; let my Vill be ſtrongly 
and unchangeably inclined towards God and 
things heavenly, and let my Love and Hope, 
my Deſire, my Sorrow, | and my Joys be 
all awake and ingaged in proper Seaſons to 
promote the divine Work within me, and 
make bleſſed Adyances daily tuwagd, the 
World of Perſection. Amen. I & 


DISCO URS E VI. 


The affeZionate Chriſtian pee 
and the ſincere Soul comforted under 
his Complaints of Deaaueſt, &c. 


E have ſeen what are the various Ai. 
vantages that may be deriv'd from 
the Exerciſe of the Paſſions in the Concerns 
of Religion, and we have taken notice of 
the Irregularities to which are liable, 
and have endeayour'd to Sud 3 the 
Abuſe of them. 270 5 
Me proceed now to the fifthgen eral Head 
of Diſcourſe which was propoſed, , and that 
is. to vindicate the affeftionate „ fron 
he wnjuſt Reproaches of Men in bis warmef 
Exerciſes of Love to God and Devotion. Sure- 
ly one would think there appears" ſufficient 
eaſon for pious Souls to indulge their 
moſt lively Aﬀettions in Worſhip, and that 
without any Abuſe of their Reaſon or Abaſe- 
ment of their Religion. Theſe inward Sen- 
ſations of holy Delight, theſe ſecret © Joy: 
which a Stranger: mtermeddles not wi 
theſe experimental Parts of Godlineſs may 
be {et in a rational Light, and be j 
to the Underſtanding of Men, What i 
e a 2 
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Chriſtian vindicated, &c. 25T 
to God and the regulated Exerciſe of pions 
Paſſions, that is not agreeable to ſolid Rea- 
ſon, — to the natural Notions that we have 
of God and our Duty, as well as to the 
brighter Diſcoveries we haye by divine Re- 
relation ? What is there in all theſe Work- 
ngs of a holy Soul, but what is the juſt and 
proper Reſult of the Nature of Man, as an 
inſerior Spirit in the preſent Circumſtances 
of Fleſh and Blood meditating on God the 
aſe and ſupreme Spirit with a lively 

Hope of his Favour and Ac e?- 

Will the Deiſß and the Infidel tell me that 
This is all mechanical Religion, the mere E 


fe 77; of animal Natare, the vi ary Scenes of 
Fancy, and the Boili 19 of a warm In ion ? 
Will they laugh at all this A and fay, 


There's nothing in it but the paſſionate Ferments 
of Fleſh and Bod. which we miſtake for a rea- 
ſonable Religion and Worſhip ? T would enter 
the Liſts with them, even upon the Foot 
of Reafon, and juſtify theſe Senſations of 
experimental Chriftlanity by a few plain and 
gradual Steps of Argument. 

1. Is not the great God "he Cage aid 
ſupreme Governor of all things? Is he not 
the moſt glorious and moſt excellent Spirit? 
Is he not a Being of infinite Majeſty, of 
Holineſs, and of Mercy? Is he not 4 God of 
awful Sovereignty, a wiſe Ruler, and ri 
Judge? Is he not kind and compaſſionate 


toward his humble and obedient Creatures? 


he apy 4 Fountain of eternal —_— 
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252 - The afſeionate 
an all-fafficient and everlaſting 3 thoſe 
that ſeek and ſerve him? Is He not a God 
that hath Terrors to vindicate his Govern 
ment, and to puniſh thoſe that break l he 
Law? Is not this the God that the wiſer 
and better Sort of Heathens acknowledged, 
and do acknowledge as well as the Chriſtian? 
2. Is not the Mind of Man made capable 
in ſome Meaſure of knowing this God ? and 
are we not bound to acquaint ourſelves with 
him? Is not Man therefore bound to get 
theſe Notions and Ideas. of the Attxibote 
of God his Maker repreſented to his Mind 
In the trueſt, the faireſt, and the ſtrongeſt 
Light? or are the fainteſt and the ſeebleſt 
Notions of our Creator the beſt? Are we not 
under an Obligation ſometimes to recollet 
theſe Ideas of God when we come. to con- 
yerſe humbly with him? Should we not en- 
deavour to bring them freſh and ſtrong i mo 
our Memory, and to make his Majeſty, an 
his Mercy as it were preſent to our Ser 
by the fulleſt and | brighteſt Conceptions, we 
can form, when we come to worſhip . beſorc 
him, when we addreſs him with Prayer for 
any Blefſing that we want, or when we 
praiſe him for any Mercies we have received 
from hangs; -;- - 
3. Ought not this 333 "this, | holy 
— — of God to Influence-the o- 
ther Powers of our Nature? Doth not Con- 
/ drience itfelt tell the Deiſi that his own Sent 
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Chriſtian vindicated, &c. 233 
hi cheſt Honour, and his humbleſt Werkkip 2 
No not his o.ỹn Thoughts require of Hs 
Behaviour agreeable to all thoſe high Con- 
ceptions which he hath of the Perſections of 
the divine Nature? Are not our Minds bound 
to think of him with high Eſteemꝰ Are not 
our Fills bound to reſolve upon Obedience to 
this wiſe and holy Governor, and to ſubmit 
with Patience to all his Providences? Are not 
our Eyes made to contemplate his Works, and 
ought we not to give him the Honour of his 
Wiſdom and Power that formed this World of 
Wonders which our Eyes behold? And are 
not our Tongues obliged to ſpeak honourably 
of him, and to render him a juſt Revenue 
of praiſe? Is it not our Duty to offer the 
Tribute of our Lips in thankfulneſs for a 
thouſand Bleſſings e receive from his Boun- 
ty „ 2 er (Gl 
1 not our Pa 5 or Actions a 
icular Power of human Nature that owes 
God ſome Honour as well as the Underfland- 
ing and Mill, the Eyes and the Tongue? Were 
not theſe aftectionate Powers made to be ex- 
cited by Thoughts of the Mind, and. to — 
pra agreeably to the Judgment a 
— Or on the Paſſions the only 
Powers of our Nature that owe no Homage 
to the God that made them, and muſt not 
be employ'd/ in his Service??? 
Many of the Affections are plea to 
N ature in their various Exerciſes, and can 
E not have leave to be employ d in 3 
Mn | h 
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love himſelf, and give me leave to make 


Muſt Religion be made ſo dry and taſteleſ 
and melancholy a Thing as to forbid all 
Pleaſure? Have we not Permiſſion to love 
God the moſt amiable Spirit, whoſe Per- 
ſections and Glories ſurpaſs all created Be- 
ings ? Muſt we never take Delight in God, 
the Author of our Nature, and the Source 
of eternal Bleſſedneſs? Is Religion the only 
Thing whence all pleaſing Affection muſt be 
for ever banifh'd and excluded? And: muſt 
I with-hold all theſe pleaſant and powerful 
Senſations of Nature from intermingling with 
the Things of God? Hath my wiſe and 
merciful. Creator given me ſuch. a Faculty 
vens and the Earth, the Fiſhes, the Beaſts, 
and the Birds, and not admire that allwiſe 
and almighty Being that made me and them? 
May I lay out my Wonder on any Thing 
or on every Thing beſides the great God, 
who created all theſe Wonders? Hath be 
formed my Soul to delight and love, and 
hath he confin'd thele ſweet and pleaſurable 
Capacities only to be 'employ'd about Crea- 
tures, when the Creator himſelf is infinite 
and ſupreme in Lovelineſs? Will not this 
moſt amiable of Beings expect that I ſhould 


him my Delight? Is it lawful for me to 
fear a Lion or an Adder, a Whirlwind or 
a Flaſh of Lightning, and may” 1 not in- 
dulge a holy and ſolemn Dread of that glo- 


rious Being that made Lightnings and Whirl- 
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winds, Adders and Lions, and has been 
Thunders in reſerve ſor profane Sinners? 
Doth he give me leave to mourn and weep 
for the Loſs of my Eaſe or my Health, or 
my Friends, and may I never ae my 
Sorrow, to ariſe — my multiplied Offen- 
ces againſt his Law, my former Rebellions 
againſt his i TI ws. and ww Refuſals of 
his Grace? 
Thus far I have be ae eee Leave for the Pofſons 
v off Religion, and Reaſon gives 
— But I may riſe to bolder 
Lage here, and pronounce my Argu- 
ment with ſtron 2er'Forec if I ſhould reſume 
the firſt'Part' of this Heal of Reaſoning, and 
make all theſe Inquiries turn upon the Point 
of Obhgation and Duty. Since I Know this 
God — infinite in Goodneſs and the Au- 
thor of all my Comforts, am I not bound 
to love him with all my Strength, and with 
all my Soul? If he is a Being of ſovereign 
Power, Holineſs and Juſtice, ought I not 
always to fear before him, and to grieve 
heartily that I have offended againſt his holy 
Laws? Is it not my Duty to:mourn for Sin, 
and to be aſhamed of my unnatural and un- 
reaſonable Conduct? 22 doth not God re- 
quire that T ſhould rejoice before him with 
Thankfulneſs, when I have ſome Hope that 
he hath accepted my Submiſſion, pardoned 
Dare and we bis" Favour dy 
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But let me proceed yet further in this Ar- 
gument, and ſay, — not my Paſſions them- 
ſelves been too often . Folly and 
Sin? and muſt they ry nothing fori the In- 
tereſts of Religion and Virtue? Hath not the 

great and bleſſed God been affronted and dif. 
honoured by theſe warm and active Powers 
of my Nature? and may not he make: ſome 
Repriſals on them, by leading them captive 
by his Grace, and devoting them to his own 
Service? Muſt the Paſſions which have been 
defiled with fo much Iniquity, and which have 
helped to-defile the Soul, never be refined? 
neyer be ſanctified? neyer attempt to reſtore 
that Tribute of Honour and Obedience to 
the great God, of which they have long de- 
frauded him? Have I laved Vanity? have! 
delighted in Sin? has my Defire, my Hope 
and my y, been heretofore imploy'd on 
eriminal Objects? and muſt theſe Affection 

of Deſire and Hope, of Love and Delight, be 
ſorbid to purſue Objects divine and heaycaly, 
and be — ever excluded from all pious Im- 
plo ment? Have I grieved for the ofa of a 

ul Pleaſure, or been angry with my Bro- 

— and hated, him without a Cauſe? and 
ought I not to turn the Stream of my.Hroth 
and Hatred againſt my Sins, and to give a 
Looſe to the Paſſion of Grief, and pioas Sor- 

, row for my guilty. Behaviour toward God 
and Man? Are theſe Faculties of my Na- 
ture capable of ſinning only, and incapable 

R * 2 Virtue and Goodneſs? Or is ĩt 
„ not 
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not lawful to attempt to employ them in the 


Service of Religion ? 

Let the Deiſis, and the Men of cold Phi- 
loſophy tell me, that Virtue and Piety, and 
Goodneſs, conſiſt only in ſublime > hw of 
God, and in a Will devoted to him; and 
that tis only the pure Affections of the 
Mind or Spirit, that are to be exerciſed to- 
ward God and Religion; but the Motions 
of Fleſh and Blood muſt have nothing to do 
here, nor Paſſions of the Animal have any 
Part or Share in the Religion of the Man. 

To ſuch Objefors I would reply thus; 

S. Is it poſſible that the pureſt Affections 
tan be exerted in any vigorous Efforts in our 
preſent State of Mortality, but Fleſh and 
Blood will feel and follow them a little? 
Can theſe ſublime Ideas of the bleſſed God, 
and theſe pure and ſpiritual AﬀeCtions be 
raiſed to any high Degree, but the Powers 
and Paſſions of animal Nature will be ſuit- 
ably touched and moved, at leaſt in ſome 
Degree according to the natural T emper ? 
All Perſons are not equally capable of warm 
Affection and vigorous Ferments of Blood: 
But there is not a Son or Daughter of Adam, 
without ſome Degree of theſe natural Emo- 
tions. They have been felt by wiſe and hol 
Men, that — lived in all Ages of the World, 
and it muſt be ſo in ſome Meaſure, while 
we are ſuch a Compoſition of Fleſh and Spirit. 

I grant indeed that ſome ſuch cold and 
indifferent Worſhippers as can make this Ob- 
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258 Phe affeclionate 
jection, whoſe Religion conſiſts only in 1 
philoſophical Thought of the great God, and 
a deyout Wiſh perhaps once in a Week or 
two, may not feel any of theſe ſenſible Ef. 
ſects in animal Nature. Thoſe alſo may be 
excepted who are brought up in a mere 
Round of Forms, and never ſing or ay their 
Prayers, but at the Sound of a Bell, and a 
publick Hour; I except alſo thoſe Popiſh 
evotees, who mutter over their Latin Ser- 
vice, their Pater-Noſters and Ave-Marys by 
'Tale, and drop their Beads, to count their 
Prayers right, and to ſecure themſelves from 
miſtaking the Number. All theſe Sorts of 
Worſhippers may join in the ſame Opinion, 
and renounce their Affections in their Reli- 
gion, and that for this Reaſon; becauſe they 
have not Religion enough to employ them. 
But where a conſtant and ſupreme Love to 
God is the real Spring that moves us to our 
Duties, the reſt of the natural Paſſions will 
have ſome correſpondent Share in the Work. 
And it is a very falſe way of judging for 
theſe Kinds of People, to compare all Men 
with themſelves, and make their cold Indif- 
Ference, and their lazy Practice the ſtanding 
Model of the Religion of all Mankind. 
| us ſuppoſe for once, that we were con- 
fined to the mere Religion of Nature; hath 
It not been ſufficiently proved, that Reaſon 
and the Light of Nature provide for the 
Paſſions ſome Share of Imployment, even 
in natural Religion? And it is to be _ 
* 5 at 
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that tis not merely the Unbelief of ri Ha- 
nity, but the want of ſerious inward 
on of any Kind that inclines the Infidels of 
our Age, to oppoſe and ridicule the Exerciſe 
of devout Affection. Is not the Book of 
Pſalms a noble and ſublime Collection of 
ric Poeſy ? Are not ſeyeral Parts of theſe 
facred Odes confined to ſuchNotions and Prac- 
tices in Religion, as the Light of Nature and 
Reaſon dictates? Now if theſe Perſons had 
true Piety at Heart, one would think they 


ſhould — in theſe ſprightly and pious 
to raiſe 


and 


Compoſures, and uſe them as a Hel 
their Souls to God their Creator in 
Praiſe. Will they make this Excuſe, that 
the L is too warm, too much ani- 
mated and pathetick, that there is too much 
of the Beauty of Metaphor, too many bright 
ages that ſtrike powerfully upon the Paſs 
ſions, whereas the Religion of Nature in their 

inion, is a more calm and ſedate Thing ? 
Surely it is much to be ſeared and ſuſpected, 
that their Prayers and their Praifes, and all 
their Pretences to Piety, will go but a little 
way to raiſe their Souls to ven, when 
their Modes of Worſhip cannot bear the Lan- 
guage of ſuch deyout Affection, and admit 
of no Elevations above calm Ideas and ſedate 
Indolence. eee 

Bur T return to my Vindication of the af- 
Chriſtian, in his warmeſt Exerciſes 
da Paſſion, | | 
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I might proceed much farther on this 
Point, and ſay, when the Aﬀettions are im- 
preſt and awakened to a powerful Exerciſe 

by divine Truths, will not theſe lively Pow- 
ers have a farther and a reflexive — 
on the Mind and the Will? Do they not ſen- 
ſibly impreſs the Ideas of divine Things with 
much ſtronger Force on the Mind? Do they 
not ſet all the Affairs of Religion in a more 
lovely and attractive Light? Do they not 
confirm the Will in all its holy Reſolutions 
for God and Heaven? Have they not often 
been ſound to ſtamp divine Things on the 
Memory and Conſcience, with more laſting E& 
ficacy ? Do not the devout Paſſions awaken 
the latent Images of Fancy, and dreſs. all the 
Chambers of the Soul with divine Ideas and 
Ornaments? and have they not by this 
Means aſſiſted the Soul to maintain its con- 
ſtant Converſe with Heaven? Is it not in 
the Power of the ſacred Paſſions to raiſe and 
brighten the Language of the Tongue, a 
well as command the the T cars of the Eye-lids, 
and the Smiles of the Coumtenance? Are not 
oe Hope and our Fear given us to be living 
Spurs to Duty, and wakeful Guards againſt 

emptation and Diſobedienee; and do they 
not oſten employ the Hands and the Feet, 
direct the Eyes, and awaken the Voice? 
Will not holy Love and Joy give a lively and 
pleaſing Motion to the Blood and Spirit 
and the Hope of having Sin ſorgiven, ae 
noun * for ever happy, excite a thouſan 
8 | a7  Phegſures 
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his Pleaſures in human Nature? Will it not fill 
m. FF the Soul with Overflowings of Gratitude, ' 
iſe and make the Lips abound in Expreſſions of 
Joy and Praiſe? ? And will not theſe be at- 
tended with a peaceful and pleafing 1 55 
and eſtabliſn a ſweet Serenity in the Hea 
and Eyes? and all concur to maintain Re. 
ligion in the Power and the Joy of it? 
Chriſtians, be not afraid of profeſſing the 
Pleaſures of Religion. Theſe Men of pre- 
tended Reaſon are yanquiſht at their own 
Weapons, when they dare deride your Con- 
verſe with God, and fight againſt the inward” 
Power of your Deyotions. Be ye convinced. 
therefore, and be eſtabliſn'd in this Truth, 
that it is not the warmeſt Exerciſe of our 
Affections, that can be ridiculous in Religi- 
on, when they are excited by a juſt Appre- 
henſion of divine Things: But then it is the 


indulged to Raptures in the Confufion and 
Darkneſs of the Mind; when they flatrer and” 
make a Tumult in the Twilight of the Un- 
derſtanding, or when they are raiſed high by 
mere Enthuſiaſm, and the Viſions of Fancy, 
without the ſolid Foundation of Knowled 


ſhewn in a foregoing Diſcourſe. — 
Give Diligence therefore, O my Friends,” 


ther, and in the Goſpel of our Lord Y-/as*" 
ww / Maintain your humble Converſe 
th Heaven, labour and ſtrive in Medita- 

8 3 tion 
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Paſſions are juſtly cenfured, when they are 


and Judgment to ſupport them, as I hae 


to improve in the Knowledge of God the 2 5 
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The affetionate 

tion and Prayer till you get near the Seat 
of God, and find ſweet Acceſs to his Throne 
thro' the Blood of Chri/} and the Aids of 
the bleſſed Spirit Awaken all the Springs 
of holy Love and divine Joy. Thele fa. 
cred Pleaſures will animate you to every 
Duty ; will be a Guard to your Souls a- 
gainſt Temptation, and give you Courage 
to ſtand the Ridicule of an unbelieving Age: 
Theſe divine Refreſhments like the heaven» 
ly Manna will ſupport your Spirits thro? all 
the Wilderneſs and make your Travels eaſy 
and delightful : Theſe will lead you on with 
Joy to the promiſed Land, and prepare 
you to dwell for ever with that God with 
whom you have here enjoy'd ſo long and 
bleſſed a Correſpondence. 1 

Me proceed now to the /ixth General. 

Since it appears to be a Matter of ſuch 
Importance to have the Affections ingaged 
in the Affairs of Religion, ſome humble 
and ſincere Souls may be ready to pronounce 
hard things concerning themſelves, and con- 
clude they have no true Religion, becauſe 
they feel their Affections but little moy'd : 
We propos'd therefore that the fxth general 
Had of Diſcourſe ſhould offer ſome Conſo- 


lations to fuch honeſt and humble Chriſtians who | 


endeavour to love and ſerue the Lord their God 
with all their Powers, but find very little of this 
Exerciſe of the pious Y in Compariſon 
with what others feel. Let me addrets ſuch 
Perſons as theſe in the following Manner, 
3 | 1. Since 


bon to tak 
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1. Since you doubt whether you love God 
with all your Heart, i. e. with your warmeſt 
Affections, ſearch and enquire with holy Fear 
and with the greater Diligence, whether you love 
him with all your Mind, with all your Soul, 
and with all your Strength. Do you love 
him with all your Mind? Have you 
eſt Efteem of him in your Judgmen 
moſt excellent and heſt of Beings, 
your only-ſufficient Good? Do you love him 
with all your Soul? Have you choſen him 
for your eternal Portion, both in this World 
and that which is to come? Is your Will 
firmly reſolved for God and Religion? Are 
you — willing to ſorſake every Sin 
and to return to God, to give up yourſelf 
to him as your Lord and Ruler, and receive 
him as your God and reconciled Father, ac- 
cording to the Diſcoveries of his Grace in 
* Jeſus ? Do you love him with all your 
Strength? Do you deſire to obey and ſerve 
him all your Days? Do you worſhip him 


with holy Diligence and promote his Ho- 


nour in the e according to the n 


of e ri 
d e things weng f in you, 
— — by you, you have abundant Rea» 


e Comfort in this Evidence of 
your Chriſtianity. Where the Mind and Wilt 
are fincerely ingaged on the fide of God and 
Religion in this Manner, the Love 


the Hears 


is not utterly wanting; the Aff, muſ 


pet in ſome Meaſure pate, tho . 
8 4 
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you may not feel ſo — 1 powerful, 
and ſo lively an Exerciſe of them as other 


(hriſtians may enjoy. Theſe things are a 
better Proof of true Faith and real Piety, 
than a ſudden Flaſh of Affection can be, 
where theſe more ſteady Operations ot the 
Mind and Will are wanting. 

II. Tho' all the Sons and Daughters of 
Adam have ſome Degrees of Paſſion in their 
very Frame and Nature, yet remember that 
the Temper of all Men is not ' equally affettiox 
nate. Conlider now and enquire whether 
your Temper has fo much of theſe affeQi- 
onate. Principles wrought in it as ſome of 
your Neighbours may poſſeſs : There are 
ſome of a much calmer and more ſedate Con- 
ſtitution; their Paſſions of Deſire and Joy, 
oſ. Fear and Hope, of Sorrow and Anger, 
are ſeldom moved about earthly Things; 
and then it is no Wonder that — are not 
ſo ſenſibly impreſſed with things heavenly. 
God requires no more than he gives; where 
he has wrought theſe pathetick Principles 
in the Conſtitution he requires the Exerciſe 
of them in the things of Religion: But 
where Perſons are of a more diſpaſſionate 
anda calmer Frame, there God will require 
leſs of the ſenſible Exerciſes of Affection in 
the Chriſſian Life. 2 Cor. viii. 12. F there 
be 4 willing Mind tis accepted ac ta 
ge lin has eee 
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Chriſtian vindicated, &c. 
I confeſs if you have warm and lbvely!- 
"Paſſions for all other things, and none at all 
for God and Religion and heavenly Objects; 
if your Fear, Joy, Sorrow, and Deſire are 
vigorous in their ions, and are imme- 
diately raiſed by the Affairs and Occurrences: 
of this Life, and yet lie always aſleep with. 
regard to divine Things, tis a very bad 
Sign indeed, and has a very unfavourable 
Aſpect on the Caſe of your Soul: For where' 
much is given, much ful be required, NO 
xiv. 48. 11 
III. Confider what 16 Preſent Stage- of 
Life — you in the — r 
the Powers of Nature are 2 jy Bin > 
Paſfrons are warm and lively; Or are you in the 
Decay of Nature, and on the Verge of Life? Is 
old Age coming upon you, or is it already come, 
when the animal Powers are weakened, when 
the Operations of Fleſh and Blood are more lan- 
guid? An old Man cannot have thoſe lively 
Paſſions and Appetites with regard to ſen- 
ſible things as belong to the Years of Youth- 
and the Vigor of Nature. Old Baraillai 
could not | feel his Deſires awakened and 
tempted to dwell at Court by all the Diſnes 
of a Royal Table, or the ſprightly. Muſick, 
or the rich Entertainments there. 2 Sam. xix. 
35. And therefore tis no Wonder if the 
devout Paſſions be then more languid and un- 
moved. An aged Chriſtian may have the 
moſt fixed Reſolution for God, and the 
dye gg Principles of Piety rooted in_.his | 
5 


i. * 
* a 
* 


266 . Hectionate 

Soul, he may do much Service for God, and 
in this Senſe may flouriſh and bring forth 
Fruit in old Age, and may have great Ad- 
vancements in real Godlineſs, tho there may 
be few ſuch ſenſible Evidences of it given to 
himſelf or to his Neighbours in the lively 
Motion of his pathetick Powers. 

But on the other Hand tis a very ſad and 
melancholy Symptom if the evil Paſſions of 
Covetouſneſs, of Anger, of Revenge, of 
Envy, reign and exert themſelves with Vio- 

lence in old Age, while there is little or no- 

thing of warm Affection exerciſed in 
things of Religion. a 
IV. Let bumble and ſincere Chriſtians re- 
member alſo for their Encouragement, that tho 
ſpiritual Things may be the chief Object of our 
Hope and Deſire, yet our Paſſions may not al- 
ways be ſo ully impreſs'd by them as they 
are by 2 ble and carnal Things, and the Rea- 
ſon is becauſe they are ſpiritual and inviſible. 

The Paſſions which are wrought into our 

preſent Frame, belong partly to animal Na- 

ture as well as to the Mind; and therefore 
the things of Senſe are nearer a-kin to them: 

They touch and ftrike our Paſſions ſooner, 

and awaken them to more Vivacity, and 
engage them with more Vehemence than 

things which are unſeen. The Paſſions are 
certain Principles in Man which depend much 
on Fleſh and Blood; and therefore they are 
more naturally impreſſed by things that 
ſtrike our Eyes and our Ears, and by. * 


Chriſtian vindicared, 4 ay 


beloved than Men and this Earth, tho' the 
animal Powers of Joy, Hope, Fear, and 
Deſire, may not be ſo ſenſible and vehement 
in their Operations toward ſpiritual abſent 
and future Objects, as toward things preſent 
and ſenſible. There is not therefore ſuffici- 
ent Ground to conclude that we do not love 
God above Creatures, becauſe we ſometimes 
feel the more paſſionate Exerciſes and Com- 
motions of Fleſh and Blood about Creatures. 
than we do about God himſelf: And indeed 


were it not for this reaſonable Sa, this 6 


Spring of Conſolation, a Multitude of Chri- 


fans would be ready to give themſelves up 


to deſpair ; and I doubt there would be very 
few of us 'who would not have Reaſon to 
ſuſpe& the Truth and Power of our inward 
Religion. 

Yet I cannot conclude without this Ob- 
ſervation in the laſt 2 that What com- 
fortable Evidences ſoever of our Love to God 


be derived from the high E 2 
* Jro the —— 


in our Minds, 

Wills to him, yet theſe Evidences and — 
will be gre ay brig Iris 2270 and encreas'd by feel. 
ing the affetFionate Love of God in the Heart. 
To love the Lord our God with all the Mind 
and with all the Soul, and with all the 
Strength, becomes more glorious when it 
influences the affectionate Powers of the 
Heart to join in the Practice of ——_ 
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find a Way to our Hearts. Tis poſſible 
that God and Heaven may be really more 
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Ti granted that the mere Flaſhes of ſud- 
den Paſſion 3 in a devout Moment without a 
ſettled ſupreme Eſteem of God in the Mind, 
without a firm Attachment of the V/ Its 
him, and careful Obedience to his Commands, 
will yield hut ſmall and feeble Conſolation 
in a Time of Trial and Inquiry: The Hear- 
ers who receive the Word like Seed in ſtony 
Ground are ſaid to receive it with Foy, but 
their Religion was but a Flaſh; it endured 
but for a hs Seaſon , it ſprung up on a ſud- 
den and quickly withered, becauſe it had no 
Root in the Underſtanding and the Will, 
Matt. xiii. 20, 21. Yet *tis better, infinite- 
ly better to find and feel that we love God 
with all our Powers ; we ſhould therefore uſe 
all proper Methods to ſtir up our drowzy 
Alffections, and in gage them in divine things, 
that we may live in the Pleaſures of God- 
lineſs as well as in the Power of it, and have 
our Hopes riſing high and approaching to 
the Joys of Heaven while we dwell here on 
Earth. What theſe proper Methods are where- 
by the devout Paſſions may be raiſed will be 
the Subject of our next Enquiry. 


ME DIZ ATION. 


I'S ſtrange that any Perſon ſhould 


cavil againſt the Exerciſe of the warm- 

eſt Affections of Man in the Things that 
relate to the great God, and in Matters of 
our own immortal Intereſt, Tis ſtrange to 
hear any Diſpute ariſe againſt the Ingage- 
ment 


ment of dur ſtrongeſt and moſt ſprightly 
Powers in the Service · of the beſt of Beings, 
and our eternal Friend. O may I know 


him, and love him, and fear him, and de- 


light in him, as becomes a Creature to ſear 
and to love a God, i. e. in a ſupreme De- 
gree. In vain ſhall the World aſſault me 


with their keeneſt Reproaches, in vain ſhall 


a bantering and godleſs Age attempt to 
laugh me out of Countenance for indulging 
the divine Senſations of Religion. Let them 
tell me, Tis mere animal Nature and 
« the Caprices of Fleſh and Blood, let 
them charge me with Enthuſiaſtical Folly 
and feveriſh Heats of Religion, I dare pro- 
nounce boldly in the Face of Ridicule and 
Scandal, that the prudent affectionate Chri- 


ſtian in his devouteſt Hours does nothing 
beneath the Dignity of Reaſon, nor unbe- 


coming the Charadter of the Wiſeſt of Men. 
I have David and the Prophets, I have Chri/t 
and his Apoſtles ingaged on this ſide of the 
Queſtion by their own Practice, and 1 ſhall 
count it my Honour to be an humble Imita- 
tor of ſuch bleſſed Patterns. 
O may I find the ſecret Joys of religious 
Retirement, ys which a Stranger inter med 
dles not with / May I feel ſome pious Aﬀecs 
tion animating me to all the Duties ↄf the 
Chriſtian Life ! May I ſee myſelf riſing high 


above earthly T Nw with holy Contempt, 


mounting as on Eagles Wings toward Heaven; 
and — I ſhall not ee nor 1 


Se 
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ged at all the Arrows of Reproach that are 
ſhot againſt me. The affectionate Chriſtian 
has much more Reaſon on his fide than all 
thoſe indolent Worſhippers, thoſe dry and 
Creatures, thoſe cold Pretenders to 


joyleſs 
Religion, who have renounced their Affec- 


tions in the Things of God, and creep on at 
a low and groveling rate, feeding only on 
ſome natural Truths and Speculations with- 
out Life, Power, or Pleaſure. 
But if 1 find my natural Temper has very 
little of the pathetick Compoſition in it, 

and that my Aﬀedtions by Nature are not {6 
vigorous as thoſe of my Neighbour ; if I 
feel the more vehement Efforts of Love and 
Fear and holy Sorrow and pious Pleaſure 


fink and decline, thro' the Decay of Nature 


or growing Age, I will comfort myſelf with 
this, that tis the Deſire of my Soul to have 
all its Powers and Paſſions ingaged for God 
in their moſt vital and active Exerciſes. 


If at any Time I am ſo unhappy as to feel 


my Aﬀections exert themſelves in a more 
vigorous Manner towards the Objects of Fleſh 
and Senſe which are preſent, than they do 
toward Things abſent, Divine and Heavenly, 
I would mourn over the Frailty of human 
Nature in this preſent State, where we are 
fo much attach'd to the Things of this 
Body. I will endeavour thro* divine Grace 
to he the Lord my God with all my Mind, 
and with all my Soul, to raiſe him higher in 
the Eſteem of my Judgment, to cleaye to 
4 1 
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him more firmly by a refolute Bent of my 


Will, to abide daily with him, and live 


upon him as my all- ſufficient and everlaſt- 
ing Good, that I may attain ſome comfort- 
able Eftabliſhment in the Hope of his Love : 
and when my Fleſh and Heart, and all my 
animal Powers ſhall fail me, I may ſtill re- 
joice in having God for my God, who will 
be the Strength of my Heart, the Life of 
my Spirit, and my Portion for ever. Amen. 
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E are now come to the laſt Thing 
deſigned in theſe Diſcourſes, and that 
is to propole a few proper Methods whereby 
the Aﬀettions of Nature may be awaken'd and 
employ'd in the es Life. Take them in 
the following Order. | 
I. Se to it that the leading and ruling 
Faculties of the Soul, (via.) the Under- 
ſanding” and the Will, be deeply and firm- 
ly engaged in Reljgion. Let the Mind be well 
furniſhed with divine Knowledge, and the 
Will be as reſolutely bent for God and 
Heaven. "a 
Where the Underſtanding has but a poor 
and ſcanty Furniture of the Things of God, 
the pious Affections will have the fewer kee 
Springs to raiſe them: And if our Ideas of I . 
divine Things are obſcure and confus'd, our I gee 
Paſſions are in great Danger of running wild- I Int 
ly aſtray, and of being led away by every ||| ow 
Deluſion. Seek therefore not only a large I on 
and plenteous Acquaintance with the Things the 


of God, but endeavour (as far as poſſible) I the 
— : 
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to get clear and diſtinct Conceptions of them, 
that the pious Paſſions may have ſolid Ground 
whence to take their Riſe. 

And then let your Will be ſteadily ſet for 
God without Weakneſs or Wavering.. If 
the Reſolves and Purpoſes: of the — be 
feeble and doubtful, | the Affections will ne- 
ver riſe to any high Degree in A 5 225 or 
laſting Manner. 

But 1 have ſaid fo much on | theſe Points 
that I ſhall not enlarge here. If the Mind 
and Will are ſanctify'd, tis certain, accord- 
ing to the very Frame of our Natures, that 
the Paſſions will in ſome Degree follow the 
Influence of theſe governing Faculties. Why 
is it our Paſſions are ſo ſuddenly alarm'd and 
ſo warmly influenced by the Things of this 
World? Tis becauſe our Minds have too 
high a Value ſor them, our Wills are too 
much attach'd to them, we place our Hap- 
pineſs too much in them. Matt. vi. 21. 
Where the Treaſure is, the Heart will be alſo + 
The Heart with all its Paſſions. Why are 
our Deſires, our Longings, our Fears, and 
Hopes, our Sorrows, Joys, and Reſentments ſo 
keen,and fo intenſe about the things of Lite? 
Tis becauſe theſe things are too much e- 
ſteem'd as our Treaſure, our Portion, our 
Inheritance. If God be our Portion, Chriſ 
our Life, and Heaven our Inheritance, and 
our Home, then our Actions will be ſet on 
the things that are above, where Chri it is at 
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II. Engage the moſt powerful and gover- 
ning Paſſion for G £4 that is, #he Zahn 
of Love All the Train of Affections will 
obey its ruling Power and Influence, they 
will all follow its Motions and ſovereign Dic- 
tates, as was made evident in the ſecond 
Diſcourſe on this Subject. And we have 
ſhewn you before that in order to excite 
divine Love in our Hearts we muſt meditate 
frequently on theſe things (viz.) what the 
great and bleſſed God is in himſelf, what he has 
done for us, what he daily does for us, and 
what he has promis'd to do both in this 
Life and the Life to come. | 
Never be eaſy or at reſt therefore if you 
find your Love to God flag and languiſh ; 
for then the other AﬀeCtions will grow cold 
and lifeleſs in Religion. Take all Oppor- 
tunities to warm your Heart with this ſacred 
Paſſion, and to rekindle the Fire of divine 
Love within you, when at any Time you 
find it declining. | © 

III. Watch carefully againſt the too firong 
Attachment of your Aﬀettions to Creatures 
Remember that this World is at Enmi- 
ty with God, Jam. iv. 4. F any Man 
love this World, the Love of the Father is nt 
in him, 1 John ii. 15. Where the Love of 
the World is habitually prevalent, the Lov 
2 God is not found, for God is the ſupreme 

Good, and the moſt lovely of Beings, and he 
counts that Love as nothing which is not ſu- 


preme. No Man can ſerve two Maſters. Tou 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon. i. e. The true 
5 2 God, 


\ 
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2 and the God of Riches: And we may 


lay by the ſame Rule, You cannot love the 
true God, and the God of Honour and Am- 


bition, or the God of Senſuality and carnal 


Pleaſure. A God carries a ſupreme Idea, 
and demands all the Soul. 

Not only . unlawful Objects and ſinful 
Pleaſures, but: even ſenſible Delights, Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and Enjoyments, which are lawful, 
take too faſt hold on the Heart and draw. it 
away from God. Remember that the Crea- 
tures around you have this Advantage, that 
while God is a Spirit, an unſeen Being, 
the Creatures are ever ſtriking upon our 
Eyes or Ears, they are ever making their 
court to our Senſes —— Appetites, and have 
a thouſand Ways to inſinuate themſelves 
into the Heart: The World and the flatter- 

ing Enjoy ments of it are ſuited to work up- 
— Fleſh and Blood, and to draw off the 
Soul from God its Centre and its Reſt: They 
are ever near at Hand on all Occaſions, — Þ 
they are ready ſometimes to ſay, I bere is your 
God ? Keep your God therefore always near 
you, and watch againſt the pleaſing Flat- . 
tery of alluring Creatures, leſt your Heart 
cleave too faſt to them and be end. di- 
vided from your God. 

Amidſt all Sa: wearing —— 
engaging Buſineſſes of Lite r ſelves 
(as much as poſſible) for G. die ws not 
many thu dwell too near. your Soul, 
left you loſe the * of your heavenly 
113 2 Father, 


* 
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Father, and the pleaſing Senſations of his 
Love. Where the Love of ſenſible things 
prevails it draws with it all the long Train 
of Hopes and Fears, of Defires, Joys, and 
Sorrows, of painful Heart-akes and fond 
Wiſhes, and keen Reſentments : Thus the 
affectionate Powers of Nature are carnaliz'd, 
are tinctured deep with the things of Earth, 
and become too much me from God 
and Heaven. 

Whenſoever you find tempting Creature 
taking too faft hold of your Paſſions, ſet 
a Guard of facred Jealouſy upon it, keep 
your Heart at a holy Diſtance from that 
Creature,” leſt it twine about your inmoſt 
Powers and draw them off from their Alle- 
giance and Duty to God your Creator. The 
Love of God is a Flower of divine Origi- 
nal, and of the Growth of Paradiſe; if the 
holy Spirit has planted it in your Heart, let 
not any other Love be- planted too near it, 
nor too much nouriſhed, - leſt it draw awa 
the' vital Moiſture, - and' eanſe the ny of 
God to languiſn and -wither. © 
IV. Be wot flight and carelhſi i in Gevet 
ge Let private Deyotion , ':Read- 

7 "Mediratioa. Prayer, have-a! p proper | 
Share of your Time allotted them. In pi- 
ä Retirements you may indulge all the 
holy Paſſiou with much greater Freedom: 
You may chere give a Looſe to all the de- 
out Affections of the Soul in their warmeſt 
wee and Expreſſions: You may ay a 
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thouſand things to God in ſecret which are 
not proper for publick Worſhip : Vou may 
pour out your Souls before him in the ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt pathetick Sentiments of holy 
Deſire and divine Joy: you may tell him 
all the inward Pains of your Conſcience, 
the ſecret Anguith and Shame of your Heart, 
becauſe of your paſt Offences ; you may 
ſigh deeply and bluſh before him, and diſ- 
ſolve your Eyes into Tears: You may tell 
him in {ſecret how intenſe are your Deſires 
to taſte his Love, and to be formed after 
his Image: ,You may rejoice in his Sight 
with pious Exultations and Triumph in Hope 
of his eternal Preſence in the upper World. 
Such Exerciſes as theſe will keep all the Paſ= 
ſions in an babitual Practice of Religion, and 
maintain inward Piety in the Life and Pow= 
er of it. A | «7 

V. Converſe much with thoſe Parts of 
our holy Religion, and with thoſe Books of 
Scripture which are ſuited to awaken your 
warmeſt" Aﬀettions. I 

Let your Thoughts take Occaſion from 
the various Occurrences in Nature and Pro- 
vidence to meditate. on the glorious. Perfec- 
tions of God, the Wonders of his Wiſdom 
in contriving the ſeveral Parts of the Crea- 
tion ſo happily fitted to anſwer his great 
Deſigns: Think on his amazing Power that 
could form all things by his Word, and 
bring a whole World into Being at his Will: 
Awaken your Souls, to admire the wide 


T 3 ſpread- 
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Ipreading Influence of his Sovereignty and 
Government, who manages the immenſe: Af. 
fairs of the upper and the lower Worlds, 
the Nations of Men and the Armies of An- 
gels ; and yet extends his Care to every one 
of us in particular, and even to the meaner 


Figures of Flies and Worms. Think on » 
the infinite Extent of his 'Knowledge, that en, 
he is acquainted not only with every Crea- ve 


ture he has made, but with every Thought = 
that paſſes thro' our Hearts, with all our th 
moſt ſecret Actions and Purpoſes : This will 1 1 
awaken in you a holy Fear of his Majeſty, y 
and you will dread the Thoughts of ſinning WW a 
againſt him, ſince it can never be concealed 
from his Notice; and while you think on 
his Omnipreſence you may rejoice in him as your 
Guardian and Defence thro* all Times and 
Places where or whenſoever it is poſſible for 
Danger to attend you. Meditate on his bound- 
Le Goodneſs Our God is Love, and all Na- 
ture is fill'd with the Bleſſings of his Boun- 
ty. He has overſpread the Skies with Light 
and covered the Earth with Food for Man 
and Beaſt : Of what a vaſt and ſurprizing 
Extent is the whole Family of Creatures 
which are maintain'd out of the Stores of 
God! What a tranſcendent Veneration ſhould 
| we have of that Goodneſs Which fatisfies 
# = —— Appetites of Millions daily and 
hs rly! 3 Y N | ny I at 3 
Beſides theſe general Effects of the divine 
Goodneſs, tis proper to have the 9 


* 


ſurniſhed with particular Inſtances of Pro- 


g tections, Deliverances, Eſcapes from Dan- 
„ ger, rich and unmerited Bleſſings which we 
2 ourſelves have enjoy'd, that we may awaken 
e our Gratitude, rekindle our dying Love, and 
F exalt our Hearts and our Voices in Praiſẽé. 

0 Nor is it leſs uſeful to meditate ſometimes 
t on the Sins and Follies of Mankind, that 
i we may admire the Patience of a God ſo 
t affronted and ſo abuſed : Nor is it leſs need» 
1 ful to recollect our own Follies and our Guilt, 
1 that we may keep holy Repentance in its live- 
/ ly Exerciſes ; for the Spring of godly Sorrow 
8 ſmnould never be dried up while we dwell in 
d theſe Regions of Sin and Defilement. 

8 Then the aſtoniſhing Deſigns of divine 
3 Mercy towards: guilty Creatures: call for a 
d due Share of our Meditations: Deſigns of 


Mercy in the Heart of God, Counſels of 
Peace tranſacted with his Son Feſus Chrift 


before the World began, in order to reſcue 
2 Mankind from the Ruins of Nature, and 
t to raiſe up a choſen Seed for his o] Glory 


out of the rebellious Race of Adam. 
Here the Thoughts of a Chriſtian ſhould 
ſpread themſelves abroad and give a Looſe 
to holy Contemplation and Wonder. Let 

us run back to antient Ages and view Jos 

the Son of God, the Brightneſs of his Fu- 
ther's Glory in his pre- exiſtent State of Light 
and Happineſs, before he viſited us in Fleſh. 


on 2D} rid my ff OY bod 


; | There he dwelt in the Boſom of the Father 
before he made our World, or appeared in 
; 2010 | "T4 it: 
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it: We ſhould trace: his various 3 
does to the Patriarchs and his Conduct of the 
Church thro' many Ages under the Name 
of the Angel of God's Prſence, under the 
Character of the King of Ifrael- We ſhould 
meditate on his wondrous Condeſcenſions to 
become incarnate, to dwell in ſuch feeble 
Fleſh and Blood as ours is, to be compaſſed 
about with Infirmities, to ſuſtain perpetual 
Labours and Sorrows, Fatigues and Re- 
proaches thro' the Courſe of a mortal Lite, to 
bear thoſe unknown Agonies in the Garden 
and on the Croſs, which were the Price of 
our Pardon, and the Means of his Atone- 
ment for our' Guilt, What amazing Loye 
is this! How Divine! How Unſearchable 
It has Heights and Lengths, and Breadths and 
Depths in yy that paſs Gl our Knowledge, and 
demand our devouteſt Praiſes, _ Trace him 
then from the Croſs to the Tomb, follow 
him thro* the Regions of the Dead, behold 
him in the Power and Glory of his Reſur- 
rection, ſee him aſcending on a bright Cloud 
to Heaven, attended with the Chariots of God, 
zu hich are twenty 7. houſand, even unnumber d 
E houfauds of Angeli; view him ſitting on the 
right Hand of God, making Interceſſion 
there for Sinners, Rebels, Enemies, that 
they may be divinely transformed into Saints, 
Children, Friends. Survey him at the Head 
of all Principalities and Powers, ruling all 
things according to his Father's Decrees; ſor 
the 2 of his N and for his own 


Glory, 


2 ſanctified Mind travelling ſuch a ff 


Glory, as well as ar the eternal Welfare of 
his Church. What bright and vigorous Con- 


templations, what entertaining Ideas, what 
_by 


Efforts of pious Paſſion may be raiſed 


Round of divine Wonders} | + 4 
Enter into yourſelves, think what once you 
were, corrupt, abominable, unclean, unho- 
ly: Remember the diſtinguiſhing Grace of 
God whereby you were awaken' d to a Senſe 
of your Sin and Danger, and were t 
to fly for Refuge to Jeſus your all- ſufficient 
Hope: Think on your Iniquities all pardon- 
ed; think of your Garments and Soul 258. 
ed White in the Blood of the Lamb; think on 
the powerful Influences of the Spirit of God 
that hath changed your vile Nature, and 


8 , 
11 F'Y 


made it holy, that has guarded: you from a 


thouſand Temptations, and is training you 
up to everlaſting Bleſſedneſs. Which of the 
Paſſions is there that would lie cold and ſi- 
lent under the lively Sentiments of ſuch a 
various and important Scene of things? 

But I proceed to the ſecond Part f this 
ffth Direction, and that is, We may have 
our devout Paſſions quickenꝰd by-Gonver/ſe 


with thoſe Parts of the holy Bible which cn. 
tain the moſt affecting Subjects, and expreſs them 


in the moſt pat hetick Manner. Read ſome of the 
Wonders of Mercy and Love in the Tranſ- 
actions of God with his antient People; how 
he reſcu'd them from the midſt of barbarous 
Nations and hoſtile Armies; how he brought 
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them out of Bondage and Brick-Kkiins by a 
mighty and miraculous Effort of — 
Grace; how he led them thro* Seas dry. 
mod, and commanded Rivers to cleave a- 
ſunder and leave a Path for their March; 
how he viſited them after by miſſionary An. 
gels, - and ſometimes in his own Royal Per- 
ſon, for they ſaw the God of Iſrael. Read and 
meditate the Vengeance and the terrible De- 
ſtruction executed on the old World that was 
drown'd in the Flood ; the Deluge of Wrath 
that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah, which pe- 
riſned by divine Lightening, for the Lord 
rained down Fire and Brimſtone from the Lord 
out of Heaven upon them Read the ten 
Plagues of Egypt, and the Deſolations that 
. were ſometimes ſpread over rebellious 1/7ael, 
and ſometimes over the Heathen Nations by 
an angry God in the Writings of Moſes, and 
the Book of Judges. Read the ſoſt and 
melting La of divine Mercy, invit- 
ing Sinners to return to God by 1/ajah the 
Evangelick Prophet : Survey the Promiſes 
that are big with Bleſſings, that contain 
Pardon and Righteouſneſs and Grace and 

Life, and Salvation and Glory in them; and 

let the pious Affections of Hope and Love 
break out and diffuſe themſelves with ſweet 
Delight. Read the Hiſtory of the Life and 
Death of our bleſſed Lord, which is made 
up of Love and Wonders, and look into 
ſome of the more affectionate Paragraphs of 
St. Paul, and the pathetick Parts of all the 

facred Epiſtles. _  *at 
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But above all, ſor this Purpoſe, I muſt 
recommend the Specimens of divine — 
tation and divine Worſhip, the Ke 
the Supplications, and Ws Se 
which are offered to God by 12 in 
the Old Teſtament, and whe th New. You 
find ſome of theſe in the Books of Mes 
ws ob, Daniel, and other P 

N the Pſalms of David A nch and 
— Treble is this: A Repoſitory or 
u Wal of ſacred Fire: The People of 
God in all ſuce Ages have had Re- 
courſe to it both as an Exriple and a Spri 
of moſt lively and exalted Devotions. Chooſe 
a Palm ſuited to your own Caſe and Frame 


and Temper ; compare your Hearts with 

the the Plain, a and your Circumſtances with 
Souls to God in the Words 

of David. or 1 his L where 


his Words do not ſo perfectly expreſs your 

Caſe: Enter into his Spirit, ſorm and mo- 

del your pious Affections by that illuſtrious 
Pattern; and be ſure to bring Chriſt and the 
ſweet Diſcoveries of Grace, and the Bleſſings 

of the Goſpel into this ſort of Devotion. Da- 
vid himſelf under the Influence of the holy 
Spirit practis'd t tho in a more obſcure 
Make, and in — — of Prophecy: And 
if in the midſt of ſuch a dark Diſpenſation 
ſurrounded with Types and Shadows, we 
find ſuch furprizing Efforts of Fear and Love, 

of Yoy and Wonder, of Defire and Hope, of 
Fans 2 Adoration and Prajfe,, how un- 


ſpeakably 
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ſpeakabl Glorious and En 
it be to * if we had a Book of. kat 
Melody, ſuch harmonious Worſhip, written 
by divine Influence in the Language of Chrif 
and his Goſpel, interlin'd with the Blood of 
the Son of God, adorn'd and enliven'd with 
the Grace and Glory of a riſing and a reign- 
ing Saviour, and animated and enrich'd with 
the holy Spirit and the Bleſſings of the New 
Teftament-? Perhaps this is too ſublime a Pri- 
vilege, too high a Favour for the Church to 
expect or enjoy in this corrupted and dege- 
nerate State: Perhaps we muſt wait for 
ſuch a ſeraphick Volume till we are raiſed 
to join the Songs and the Harps of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem; or at leaſt till the hap- 
py Time of the Reſtitution of all ahi 
when a new Heaven and a new Earth ſhall 
introduce ſuch a State of things among Men 
as ſhall be near a-kin r en of the 
upper World. 

But tis Time now to E on to the next 
Particular. 
VI. hen you fl a devout Paſſon 4 


riß in your Heart, indulge and cberiſb it if 


there be a convenient Seaſon. . Take heed that 
you do not baniſh. the holy Thought, or 
ſuppreſs the ſacred Affection. Do not imme- 
diately plunge your elf without Neceſſity 
into the Buſineſſes of Life, or any vain A- 
muſements, left you damp the Wing of your 
holy Deſires, which would bear you upward 


to God; quench not thoſe main 


1 
* | 
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ond ind heavenly Fire which God has kindled 
holy in your Squls. When the quickening Spirit 
tten les eld of your Heart, take Care that 
brif you do not refuſe to follow him: NY 
d of e Motions of the bleſſed Spirit, leſt 
with I tire grieved, and it may be 2— ere he re- 
ign- turn, 1 Theſſ: v. 19. Epb. iv. 30. Wnen the 
vith bleſſed God does as it were ak you by the 
New Hand, and lead you afide from the World 
Pri. to converſe with himſelf, when your bleſſed - 
Saviour doth (if I may ſo expreſs) touch the 
Springs of Devotion within you, and as it 
were, invite and beckon you to holy Fellow- 
ſhip with him, have a Care that you do not 
turn rudely away from him, and renounce 
his Invitations: Let ſuch lacred Seaſons, 
ſuch heavenly Moments, be duly valued and 
wy proved. Let pious Affections be indulged 
moted, unleſs plain and neceſſary Bu- 
ine call you w_ at that Tins to other 

gements. + Anne 
But if it ſhould happen; chat hd Provi- 
dence of God and your Duty demand your 


re- 


Thoughts and your Hands to be employ'd' in 
if ſecular Affairs, when ou feel a devout Paſ- 


at fon atiſing yow-may'in ſome Meafure re- 
or medy this Beamten. oy _ following 
le- Advice. V8 4097 

VII. Budiovdur 105 keep 1 2 


ty 4 wenne 
Sv of Neligion in the midſi of the Bu- 
ur neſſes and Cares of 'this Life, While you are 


rd travelling thro” t e Wildemeſ of this World 
x | walk always with God: Do every Midna 
101 | 8 
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the Name of God, as under the Influence of 
his Command, and with a Deſign ſor his 
Glory: And let your Soul go forth often to- 
wards him in ſhort and holy Exereiſes, this 
will keep the devout Affections awake and 
If you have found God in the Cloſet, or 
in the Church, carry him with you into the 
Things of the World, into the Shop and the 
Family, ſo far as a proper Attention to your 
daily Buſineſs will permit. Suffer no long 
Intermiſſions of your heavenly Work leſt 
our pious Affections grow cold. Let your 
houghts in ſhort Intervals of Worſhip go 
out towards God. Never let an Hour paſs 
(if poſſible) without ſame devout Aſpirati- 
ons towards Heaven. In the Eycning-watches, 
at Mid-night, and at the Dawn of the Morn- 
ing, the holy Tſalmiſt ſent up his Thoughts 
to God, and he was often breathing out his 
Soul towards him amidſt the Aﬀairs of the 
Day, P/al. lxiii. 6. and xxv. 5. I will medi- 
tate on thee in the Night-watches; thou art 
the God: of my Salvation, on thee do I tvait all 
Practice of that fublime-Saint, the Man af- 


1 


VIII. Confine not your Religion always to 
jour Thoughts. Sometimes perhaps while you 
are muſing the Fire will burn, as David found 

it, Paal. xxxix. 3. Then peak with your 
Tongue to God or to Man as David did, 
who was moſt exquiſitely skill'd in 1 3 
95 | Fl 0 7 
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holy Methods of a devout Liſe, and was the | 
nobleſt Pattern of ſacred Fervour. _ 


Gain ſome Acquaintance with lively Chriſ- 
tians: Mutual Converſation ſhall: Mur the 
divine Flame higher, like united Torches 

which increaſe each other's Blaze. Sharpen 
your Deſires, and kindle your Hopes and 
Joys by mutual holy Diſcourſe. \Botrow a 
Coal from the Altar of the Sanctuary, ſrom 
the Ordinances of publick Worſhip, and warm 
your own Hearts by endeavouring to warm 
the Heart of your Neighbour. - Speak to one 
another of on — World, till each or 
you find your Wings ſtretch'd for the Flight, 
and you long for the divine Summons. Mix 
your Flames of celeſtial Love as Angels do, 
and let them ſpire upward, and point toward 
Jeſus your beloyed: Man is a ſocial Crea- 
ture, and his Paſſions were made to be raiſed 
by Converſe, Break therefore thro the Re- 
proach and Shame of a degenerate Age, and 
aſpire to the Life and Diſcourle, 120 Joy of 
Angels. 

IX. Seek earneſtly. the I e. ; of © "the 
quickening Spirit... Wichour him you can 
do nothing. It is the Spirit of God who 
raiſes. dead | Sinners at firſt i — a divine Liſe, 
and he puts all the languid Springs of Liſe 
into neyW Motion. Thoſe vigorous and active 
Powers of the Soul, which have ſo ſtrong an 
Influence to promote the Vivacity and Beauty 
of true Religion, are under his Government, 
and Fer want a A Touch an his Fin- 


Ser, 
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ger, to quicken rs Ares chelt 40 


Goſpe 1 Chrift is the Spri 
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*Tis he who awakens our Fear,” who excites 
our Hopes Who kindles our Love and 'Defire 
to Things holy and heavenly ;'and *tis he 


who 0 our ſpiritual Joys. How often 


does the pious P/almi/t cry out for quickenin 
Grace IM ft Sls and for the — 
tinued Influences of the holy Spirit, in other 
Parts of his devotional Writings? The whole 
Church prays for the ſame quickening Ope- 
rations, Pſal. Ixxx. 11. @ wicken us, O Lord, 

G will ue call upon tee. Let this be the 

atter 'of our daily and ne Re- 
aces to Heaven. 

And let us remember too, that under the 
ng of our Life; he 
is ne by the Father to beſtow his Spi- 
Tit : He himſelf is called our Life, Colofſ. iii. 

. He himſelf is a quickening Spirit, 1 Cor. v. 

All the Principles of our Holineſs muſt 
by derived: from one as our Head of v_ 


: 


Influence. te 18721 
X. The laſt Thing 1 ſhall propoſe ii in 


order to keep the deyout Paſſions awake 


and lively in Religion, is to live much in 
the Faith of unſeen Things gs, and to dis daily. 
Set yourſelves continually as on the Borders 
of the Grave, and the inviſible World: This 
was St. Paul's Practice, 1 Cor. xv. I. I pro- 


* - - . 7 


teſt by our & rejoicing which 1 abe in Our 


1 


* Moft of the Greek Copies, as z well as our own Tranflxtion, read 

4 — ing. but tis hard to make Senſe of it, without chang- 

the d your into our, which in the Greek is but the ſmall 

'C ange of one Letter; and one or more MS. "Copies have the 
Word our, and ſupport this Alteration, 
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in 
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yes I die daily And his daily living in the 
iews of For had a happy Influence 
maintain his rejoicing in Chriſt, 7 

If you conſtantly look of your ſelves as 
dyi ing Creatures, ing place your ſelves on the 
Borders of Eternity, you will then take leave 
daily of ſenſible Things, and live by the Faith 
of Things inviſible. You will then behold God 
as ever near you, God the Judge of all, the 
everlaſting Hope, and the Portion of his 
Saints: You will be very unwilling to have 
your Heart abſent from God, while you look 
at Death as juſt at Hand. * 

Then the bleſſed 7%, both as a Saviour 
and as a Judge, will be much on your 
Thoughts. Am I ready to appear before my 
Judge? have I any firong and Junk Evidence 


#har Jeſus is my Saviour? 


Then the Gates of Heaven will be ever 
as it were open before you,. and the Glories 
of it always within your View: You will 
think much of the heavenly World, with all 
its holy Inhabitants, with its divine Enj 7 
ments, with its everlaſting Freedom from 
Temptation, and Sin and Sorrow, with its 
delightful Buſineſs, aud its unknown Plates 
ſures. 

Then this World will be as a a dead T hls 
in your Eyes; it will have very little Power 
to work on your Paſſions, and to draw you 
aſide from God: He will be your Love, and 
your (All; The Strength of Faith and the 
Views of Death — your 3 


50 \ ——_ 
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and Hopes, and Deſires, and confine them 
th the Things of Religion. 3 
3 Then you will be ever ſollicitous to brigh- 
ten your Evidences for Heaven, to keep your 
Hopes firm and unſhaken, by often review- 
ing the Grounds and Foundations of them : 
And your Spirit will be ſollicitous to be 
found ready at all Hours for the Call and 
Summons into the upper World. Ev 
Power of Nature, and every Paſſion will be 
kept in its right Frame and Poſture, under 
the Influence of ſuch an ExpeQation. You 
will hate every Sin, and abhor the Thoughts 
of it, left your Souls be defiled afreſh, when 

ey are juſt called to depart : You will keep 
your Deſires of God always warm, and ſet 
a Guard on your Love, leſt it ſuffer any De- 


cay : You will raiſe your Thoughts to a con- 


tinual delightful Conyerſe with heavenly 
Things, and enter into the Spirit of Joy and 
Praiſe. O bleſſed Souls, who daily 
this Sort of Departure from the Body, and 
anticipate the Pleaſures of the heavenly State 
who love the bleſſed God, and delight in 
him here on Earth, as far as Mortality will 
admit, and are breathing after the more con- 


ſummate Holineſs and Joy of Paradiſe ! This 


was the Frame and Temper, this the deyout 
Language of Armelle Nicolas, a poor Servant 
Maid, who had ſpent-more than thirty Years 
of her Life in the conſtant Exerciſe of divine 


Love. God has not ſent me (ſays ſhe) into 


this World but #0 love himſelf, and thro bis 
| {great 
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cannot love him more after the Manner of N 


zals: I muſt go to him, that I mayilove him gf. 


MEDITATION 


Have learnt ſo much of Religion as to 
know that it does not conſiſt in yehes 
ment Commotions of animal Nature, in ſub- 
lime Raptures and Extaſies: We may be 
ſincere Chriſtians in the Exerciſe of Repen- 
tance and Faith, and in the Practice of holy 
Obedience, without any overwhelming Sor- 
rows or tranſporting Joys. Yet ſince the 
various Affections of Fear and Hope, Love 
and Sorrow, Deſire and Delight, belong to 
my Nature, I am ſure they ought to be all 
engaged in ſome Meaſure in the Service of 
God and Religion: And I have been taught 
in this Diſcourſe by what Methods it may be 
obtained. Let me now recollect theſe Ad- 
vices briefly in order to Practicſce. 

And firſt, I will endeavour that the ruling 
Powers of my Soul, the Under ſlanding and the 
Will be employ'd in theſe Affairs of eyer- 
laſting Importance. O may my Memory be 


richly furniſhed with Treaſures of divine 


Knowledge; may I be fully convinced of 
the Neceſſity and Worth of true Religion! 
May I have the moſt exalted Eſteem of God! 


and Things heavenly ! May theſe be the Ob- 
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be firmly determined, to fix on theſe as 
higheſt Portion, and my everlaſting All! 

And can I go thus far without makin 
God the finkeme Object of my Love? 

I chooſe him with all his Excellencies, * 
Graces and his Glories, as my all- ſufficient 
Happineſs, and live upon him as ſuch, and 
= not love him? I think this is impoſſible. 
et me then cheriſh and improve this divine 
Principle of Love ; and divine Love will go- 
vern all the other Paſſions of Nature, will 
imploy them in their proper Work, and diſ- 
tribute to them their ſeveral Offices in the 
religious Life. Love is the ſovereign and 
commanding Paſſion. 

But what ſhall do, O Lord, to love thee 
more? How ſnall I Kindle this divine Flame? 
how ſhall I nouriſh it and raiſe it high? I 
meditate on the Wonders of thy Nature, 


the Extent of thy Goodneſs, and the Riches 


of thy Mercy, and yet how little do I love 
thee? I review the ſweet Variety of Bleſſings 
that I have received from thy Hand in this 
Lite, and the ſurpriſing Tranſactions of thy 
condeſcending Grace, which relate to the 
Life to come, and yet how little do I love 
thee? I behold Jeu thy Son ſent out of 
thine own Boſom to take "Fleſh and Blood, 
and to dwell among Sinners, even Jeſus the 


Son of thy higheſt Love, ſent down to Earth 


to be made a Sacrifice, and to die for the 


lake of ſuch guilty Wretches as I am, (an 


amazing 0 of * Love to us) and yet 
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how little do J love thee? I read in thy 
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Word what thou hat done for me in ancient 


Times and Ages, long before I was born; 


and what thou wilt do for me in Worlds and 
Ages beyond Death and Time, and yet 1 
ain aſhamed to think how little I love iheed 
My Thoughts run from one Eternity 'to 


another, and trace the various and tranſcen- 


dent Wonders of thy Love in the ſeveral 


Periods of Time; glorious and aſtoniſhing 
Inſtances of the Compaſſion of a God to a 


worthleſs Creature, to a Worm, to a Duſt, 
am Atom of Being, yea worle, to a Sinner, 
a Nebel that deſerves thine immortal Hatred, 
and yet how little do J love thee? I wander 
in Meditation thro the various Fields of Na- 
ture and Grace, and methinks I ſee my God 
in all of them, diffuſing the nbbnndet 
Riches of his Wiſdom and Love thro them 
all; I endeayour to take my warmeſt Paſſions * 
with me, while I roye among the unknown 
Scenes of | Power and Goodneſs, and 
yet, O my after all I am ſorced'to 
confeſs, og 2 ke little tis that I love 
thee! Lord, tis thine own Work to turn 
a Heart of Stone i into Fleſh,” to make it feel 
all the tender Impreſſions of divine Love; 
and to kindle the Celeſtial Principle of Life 
and Love within *me. Come down from 
on high, thou Sovereign of all Nature; 
come down into my Heart, take Poſſeſſion 
of it for thyſelf,” and let it ever burn — 
breathe towards thee, and ſend up the perpe- 
tual Incenſe of holy Deſire and Loy, I 
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I will ſet a Watch upon my E es and 
my Ears, e e., 
Appetite, that the Creatures may not. enter 
in too far and dwell too near my Heart, 
which I have given up to God. 1 = place 
a ſacred Guard upon it to Keep off every 
Rival. I know the Danger that ariſes from 
the flattering Objects of Fleſh and 
If they but once gain Admittance into the 
Heart, they are ever buly. to take too faft 
hold there. Many of Weeds of this 
Wilderneſs have gay and flattering Bloſſoms, 
and if once they are permitted to creep into 
the Garden of the Soul, they twine about 
every Paſſſon and root themſelves there, to 
the certain * 10 of divine Love; alas, 
ſor that holy Plant! that Flower, of hea- 
venly Original! How the noxious Weder of 
this World choke its Growth and cauſe 4 
— to decay and languiſh ! 
ö O may all the tempting Teiles and vain 
Delights of this Life ſtand aloof from my 
Heart, for I have devoted it to God for a 
Habitation ! Keep your diſtance, ye dange- 
rous Creatures, from the Gates of this T em- 
* e where my God dwells: There let him 
well alone, and reign over all * Powers 
Neri 
I would ſeek after my God in his pub- 
lick Ordinances, I Do ſeek after him dais 
ly in my ſceret Retirements: I would give 
b my pious Paſſions a greater Looſe where no 
= Bye beholds me, where no Tay, can take no- 
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tice of me. O may theſe retiring Hours 


be the ſpecial Seaſons for the lively Exer- 
ciſe and the Increaſe of my devout Affections 
There I can tell my God all my Heart in 
private Groans and private Rejoicings. He 
ſhall know what my Sighs mean, what are 
my Fears and my painful Sorrows : . There 
I can bluſh before him for my ſecret Sins, 
and open the Floods of holy Mourning : 
There I can pour out into his Ear my bit- 
ter Complaints of the riſing Corruptions of 
my Heart; I can lament over the Vanity of 
my Thoughts, and ſpread my unknown 
Temptations beſore his Eyes. I can lay my 
ſelf low at his Feet in the Duſt, and tell 
him with humble Confuſion of Face and 
Soul, how much I have received from him, 


how much I have done againſt him, and 


how little I have loved him. 

In theſe ſecret Chambers of Retirement 
I may join the Exerciſes of an active Faith 
and a chearful Hope, with the Sighsand Teats 
of Penitence : There I can breathe out my 
moſt vehement Deſires after the Preſence of 


my God, and after the ſweeter Senſations 


of his Love. My Fleſh and in Heart may 
pant and cry — ter God, th 2 

and fey, When ſbull T coms ad appear befor 
im? When ſhall I be made more intirely 
like him? When ſhall theſe Days of Sin 
and Temptation, theſe tedious Seaſons of 
Abſence and Diſtance from God come to 
a final Period, never, never to returu a. 
| N U 4 The 
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The lonely and retir'd Devotions of a Chri. 
flian may lead him near the Walls of 
and the — of the Bleſſed, almoſt within che 
Sound of their Songs and Praiſes In u ſolitary 
Cell, in a Field remote from Cities and Men, 
or ehe a Grove, ſuch as Abraham planted, we 
y call upon the Name of tbe Lord, the: e- 
wats ing God. There we may ſend up our 
So — Heaven in moſt pathetick 
Breathings of Love and Joy: The he Heart 
and the Tongue may rejoice together in God 
our Saviour, while none but the Trees 
and the Skies bear Witneſs to the hidden 
Pleaſures of our Religion, and the ſweet 
Senſations of a Conſcience at peace with 
God: The Trees in all their lovely Bloom 
and Verdure, and the Skies in a cloudleſs 
and ſerene Seaſon are happy Emblems of 
ſuch a Conſcience ſerene and bloomin 8 with 
Life and Glory 
When the 8 Sun and Day-li ght are n 
derer, we may talk over our Hopes and 
our holy Joys 8 the Silence: of the Moon 
and the mid - night Stars: Silent are they 
and ſecure Witneſſes of thoſe divine De- 
lights to which the noify and the buſy World 
are too much Strangers, and which the Pub- 
lick muſt not know. There we may make 
our Boaſt aloud in the "Name of Ne n 
our Saviour and our Beloved: We may feckon 
up before him who ſees all Things our faireſt 
Evidences of an Intereft in his ——— and 
wy glory in the "IP . his Salvation: 
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t be devout: eim. 
Surely hen alli the pleaſing Na- 
ture are-excited into ſuch a juſt and lively 
Exerciſe on divine Objects, the Power and 
the Pleaſure of Religion within us will ac- 
quzeithereby a laſting Strengths | : 
In order to carry on this happy Work I 
am directed to ' converſe much with thoſe 
Parts of Criſtianity which: are ſuited to raiſe 
the moſt ſprightly Affections. L have done it; 
O Lord, 2 I feel my Heart too little 
warmed and raiſed i But I wh repeat the 
holy Work ; tis all Duty and it ſhould be 
all Delight: 1 would repeat it till I find 
the ſacred Fire kindle and glow Within. I ; 
would run over again that vaſt and exten» - 4 
five Field of Wonders: Again — me fur- | 
vey the; ſublime Glories of thy 1 
thy Power, thy Wiſdom, thy Goc 

— and all — I would rr 
upon them till I am loft in this boundleſs 
Ocean of Godhead, and ſwallowed up in 
Adoration and Wonder. Then would I re- 
call my paſt Days of Life, and bring paſt Years 
back to my Remembrance. - With a ſacred 
Solemnity would I revolve in my Heart the 
MNMultitude of my Tranſgreſſions, and the 
Multitude of divine Mercies, till my Soul 
be melted into Repentance and Love: 
There's an unknown Pleaſure in the Tears 
| of pious Love and holy Mourning. I would 

| read the aſtoniſhing Hiſtory of the Lone of | 

Chriſß, and trace the divine Path of it dom n A 

from his Father's: Boſom to + * 
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to the „and the Stable at 
Berhihem: I would follow this golden Track 
of Love thro! the Weakneſſes, the Fatignes, 
and Sorrows of a Life of Poreny: and Re- 
proach : I would trace it on the 
tains of Prayer, and thro* the ſolit 
Wilderneſs, the Stage of his ſore Tempta- 
tions: I follow the ſhining Thread of this 
unwwearied Love till it brought him to ſu- 
Rain unknown Agonies in the Garden, and 
nailed him to the curſed Tree: I behold 
him there groaning and expiring under the 
Weight of my Sins: Amazing Spectacle 
What will awaken devout Paſſion” if ſuch 
varied Scenes of divine Love and divine 
Sorrow cannot do it? 
Leet me borrow thoſe bleſſed Patterns of 
warm and living Devotion which David has 
left us, and tune the Songs of Zion to the 
Name of Jeſus The ſweeteſt Songs and 
the ſweeteſt Name will happily unite and 
increaſe the divine . O when ſhall 
I feel the ardent Deſires, the penitent Sor- 
rows, the holy Wiſhes, and pious elevated 
Joys of the antient Pſahni#? O for the Re- 
turn of the fame Spirit that gave the Soul 
and the Harp of David theſe cred and i im- 
mortal Elevation? 
When I find a divine nales revchiti 
my Heart and raiſing a devout Paſſion there, 
I would hold faſt and cheriſh the heavenl 
Sun-beam till I feel the holy Warmth dit- 
fuſed thro! all my agua Nor would I 


. 


ins 


willingly ſaffer the Tides of Buſineſs or Care 


of God we toil and heave to — our Souls 


= AL TAK A 8 28 3885 


| the. * bene, 24399 


in this World to quench the Spark which 
Was kindled from aboy c. 

I would keep up the Savour of : divine 

Things among the common Affairs of this 
Life. A preſent God in the midſt oſ/ the La- 
bours of this World will ſweeten and ſanctiſy 
them all, and bring Heaven down to Earth. 
Suffer me not, O my God, to bury all 
my Religion within me. Let my Tongue 
communicate ſome of the . thy 
Mercy, and be the lively Inſtrument of thy 
Praiſe: Give Courage and Wiſdom that I 
may know when and how to divert vain 
Diſcourſe, and may dare to ſpeak. for God. 
O when ſhall the Time be thas they which 
fear the Lord ſball ſpeak often one to another; 
and warm each other's Hearts with heavenly 
Converſation ? When ſhall the bleſſed Spirit 
revifit the forſaken . Churches, and dwell 
again in the degenerate Families of Chri/tj- 
ans ? While we feel our Hearts heavy and 
our Aﬀe&ions cold and languid in the things 


upward; but we toil and heave in vain with- 
out this Spirit. We flutter upon the Ground 
and make Attempts to riſe Heayenward ; 
but alas we grovel and groan under our 
Impotence, till the Spirit give us an Eagle 
Ving to mount us up toward the heavenly 


World. With all our pious Endeavours let 


us join our Efforts of important Requeſt ſor 
the return of the quickening Spirit and his 
italo O 


500 Means of _— 
O that I might live much in tlie Faith of 
unſeen" Things and ſet myſelf contitinally 
as on the Borders of Death.” Turn afide the 
Veil, O bleſſed Je that I may — into 
the unſeen World! or give the Eyes w_ 
Faith Vigor enough to pierce — the v 
and ſee my God and my Saviour. "Ana 
may this bleſſed Sight make a divine Im- 
preſſion upon all the Powers of my Nature, 
ſuch as may awaken every vigorous and 
pleafing raff. jon of the — ſuch as may 
ingage me to keep my Hopes always awake, 
my Evidences for Heaven — and 
my Deſires ever breathing toward thy Pre- 
ſence, my Saviour and my God! If my 
pious Paſſions were in their warmeſt Exer- 
ciſe, T ſhould be ever ready to obey the di- 
vine Order for my Removal hence: I ſhould 
receive the Meſſenger Death with 'a Smile 
on my Countenance, and follow the Angel 
with a chearful Step while he leads me a- 
way from a World of Sin, Sorrow, and 
Darkneſs to the Regions of Life and Joy. 
O happy Country, where Sorrow and 
Sin have no Place, where my Spirit in its 
inmoſt Powers ſhall feel an hea Spring! 
While we dwell in this World, tis all Win- 
ter wirh us: We behold the Sun as afar off 
and receive but feeble Influences. But in 
the World on high all things around us are 
full of Liſe and Love: There are no gloomy 
Hours, no chilling Blaſts, no cold and cloudy 
e, There no Damp — 


the devout: A fectioni. 30 
the Wing of my devout Affections, no Wa- 
ters ſhall ever quench the Feryor of them. 
There 1 ſhall be for ever aſcending nearer 
to God the Centre of my Soul, and all my 
Motions will be ſwiſter too. Every Power 
within me ſhall feel ſtronger Influences of 
his Love when I am got ſo far within the 
divine Attraction. Then I ſhall complain 
re, no longer of Abſence and Diftance, not feel 
nd any more Eclipſe of the Face of my God; 
ay but I ſhall be perpetually receiving a full 
ce, Efflux of Light and Love from the eternal 
nd Sun of Grace and Glory. I ſhall ſpend the 
e- Ages of my endleſs Exiſtence in a rich Va- 
1y riety of ſublime Duties, and ſublime De- 
- lights ; ſuch Delights and ſuch Duties as 
li- are and muſt be unknown till we put off 
Id theſe coarſe and cumbrous Garments of 
Fleſh and Blood, theſe Veils that enwrap 
our Souls in Darkneſs. N 3p 
_ Happy ſhall I be indeed, when all the 
troubleſome and diſquieting Influences of 
Fleſh and Blood ſhall 'ceaſe : All my pain- 
ful and uneaſy Paſſions ſhall be for ever 
baniſh'd : Grief and Fear and Anger- ſhall 
vex my Spirit no more. Animal Nature 
muſt be bury'd in the Duſt, and all the 
Ferments and Emotions of it ſhall ceaſe for 
e FVer. i n B 
But muſt I then loſe all thoſe kindly 
Ferments of Nature too, all thoſe pleaſing 3 
Emotions which in this preſent State 'add- - 
freſh Vigor and Delight to the Soul Ke 4 
N | * 
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5 Means f exciting” *\\ 
Exerciſe of its beſt Aﬀedtions, "Love and Foy ? 
If all theſe muſt be loſt; who can inform 
me what ſhall come in the Room of them? 
Surely, Love and Joy are immortal Things; 
they were made for Heaven, and cannot 


die, nor ſhall their Vigor be diminiſhed in 
a World that was built for Happineſs. What 


ſtrange unknown Powers then ſhall be given 
to ſeparate Spirits, whereby theſe divine 
Affections ſhall be invigorated and raiſed to 
nobler ces of Exerciſe? Or ſhall my 
ſeparate Spirit when tis diveſted of eve 
Clog, and exulting in compleat Liberty, uſe 
all its own affectionate Powers in a nobler and 
more perfe& Manner, when I ſhall ſee the 
divine Objects of them Face to Face? Sure- 
ly the holy Souls that are difmiſ#d from 
Fleſh ſhall be richly furniſh'd with all ne- 
ceſſary Faculties for their own Felicity. 
Every Saint in Glory ſhall find full Satis- 
faction and intenſe Delight, when all its beſt 
Affections are united and employ'd on the 
moſt lovely and deſirable Objects; when 
they are all fixed on God, the ſupreme Good, 
Fr" on Feſas, the moſt perſect and moſt di- 
vine Image of the Father. Q 
Je.eſus, together with the Father ſhall be 
the Object of our Contemplation and Love. 
And at the ſame Time his holy Soul, 
with all its pure Affections rejoicing in its 
own Nearneſs to God ſhall be the Pattern of 
our heavenly Joys. I in them, (ſays our bleſ- 
ſed Lord) I in them, and thou in ne, on 
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Theſe are the ſweet Notices of our fu- 
ture Felicity, that he has given us to chear 
our Hearts in the preſent State of Faith and 
Labour: Theſe are the bright, but diſtant, 
Glimpſes of thoſe Entertainments which 
are prepared for us in our Father's Houſe. 
Theſe are little Proſpects of thoſe Rivers 
of Pleaſure that run between the Hills of 
Paradiſe , and make glad the new Jeru- 


ſalem, the City of our God: Such Joys as 


theſe await us on high. Do we not feel 
our Hearts point and pant upward ? Theſe 
are the Joys of divine Love: the very Faith + 
and Hope of this Bleſſedneſs, the light 
Glimpſes, and Foretaſtes of it here on Earth 
have ſomething in them #»/peakable and fall 
of Glory - But the compleat Reliſh and Frui- 

tion of it is reſerved for Heaven, and for 
heavenly Inhabitants to know and enjoy. 
There, and there only are ſuch immediate 
and rich Profuſions of divine Love as the 
Heart of Man in this mortal State is nei- 
ther- pure enough to —.— of, nor large 
enough to conceive. e muſt die, we muſt 
die out of this World to learn perfectly 
what thoſe Pleaſures are; nor can we know 
them but by Enjoyment. Miſſionary An- 
gels could not make us underſtand them, 
nor a Viſit from departed Saints. Earthly 


Languages. were not made to expreſs the 
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F lineſs of «theſe Celeſtial. Senſations: The 
Icsas of Paradiſe demand 'wnutterable!Words; 


not are Spirits dwelling in Fleſh either fit 
or able to hear them, We muſt die then 
to learn how theſe bleſſed Ones love God, 
and how God loves the Bleſſed. O when 


will the happy Day arrive? When will the 


Hour ſhine out upon us, and the bright 


Moment appear? It is coming, it is com- 


ing, as faſt as Time can rowl away, and 


the Sun and Moon can finiſh their appoint- 


Come, my Soul, rouze thyſelf ſrom thy 


dull and lethargick Temper, ſhake off the 
Duſt of this Earth that hangs heavy upon 


thy better Powers. Haſt thou not been 
long weary of ſuch cold and frozen Devo- 
tion as is practiſed in this earthly State? 


Haſt thou not long complained of loving 
thy God ſo little, and of taſting ſo little of 


his Love? Come, raiſe thyſelf above theſe 


dull and deſpicable Scenes of Fleſh and 


Senſe, above all that is not Immortal. Lift 


up thy Head with Cheartulneſs and eager 
Hope; look out with longing Eyes beyond 


the ſnadowy Region of Death, and ſalute the 
dawning of thy eternal Day: Stretch out thy 
Arms of intenſe Deſire, and ſend a Flight 
of devout Wiſhes acroſs the dark Valley 
to meet the approaching Joys of Immor- 


tality. 


7. 129. L ult. r. tis by hig eternal 
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Age 5. L. 2. blot out Love of: 2 Ms 1 
21. for an ingenious #. a good. p. 17. J 


1 5, and 17. for dilagreeable r. diſhonourable. : 


J. 20. r. different from Contempt. p. 30. 


in the Marg. 1. 1. blot out late, p. 35. J. 18. buſy 
More a n. P. 39. J. 30. in the Marg. Other 


Paſſions which have Virtue and Vice ſor their A 
Objects may be called Moralalfo, but I have 


omitted them becauſe they haye no diſtinct 


Names. P. 40. L 7. r. Remorſe, Repen- 


tance. p. 49. L 18. r. among innocent 


Men. 7 5 8. J. 18. for always r. too much 
FP. 70. 4. 5 Excels, as far as Duty its. 
iſdom. 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author. 


LY YJ0re Lyrice - Poems chiefly of the 

Lyrick Kind. In three Books. With 

| the Nr — The fifth . 
.  Forreted. | 


E | II. Hymns and firitail Songs, in three 
| 


Books The tenth Edition. 


III. A Guide to Prayer: Or a free and | ſtia 
rational Account of the Giſt, Grace, and 
Spirit of Prayer, &c. The fourth Edition. 


IV. Divine Songs, attemp ted i in eaſy Lan- ©. 
ge, for the Ule of Children, T be enn 
ition. 


12 The Pſalms of Dau imitated in the | ®* 
| e of the New T eftament, and ap- of 
oY to the Chriſtian State and Worſhip. 
1 third Edition, with N otes, and tlie 
fürth without them. do 


VI. Sermons on various Subjects. In 3 
Vol. Together with a ſacred ung an- 
nexed to each, We 


1 
T6 
VII. The Art of Reading ind Wiring f 
f 


Engliſh. The ay Edition, 


— 


ve 90 . | en | 


' cond Edition. 
xII The bse of FR 1 been and 


Habs hy Pact a. 


.,vIL The Chrifiian Dofine of t rn 
: Or, Father, . and 5 


* 


IX. W - or YL. laſt Ene 


my conquered, and ſeparate Spirits ed 
perfect. The ſecond Edition. 


X. Seven Diſſertations relating to the Chri- ' 


ſtian Doctrine of the Frinity. In two Parts. 


XI. Logick, or, the ri 


ight Uſe of Rea⸗ 
ſon in the Enquiry : aſter UE The ſo- 


the Earth made eaſy, or the firſt Principles 
of Geograph 
of the Globes. T he ſecond Edition corrected. 


XIII. A Defence againſt the Temptation h 


to Self-murder. , 


XIV. Prayers compoſed for the Uſe and 
ſuited to their diffe» 
and their v. various Occaſions ; To 


Imitation of Children, 

rent 

2 with Inſtructions to Youth in the 
o 


f Prayer n 5 
tion nd Ae And a ſerious Addr by 


en on that Sub —_ Fee ſecond Edition. 


Xv. 


y and Aſtronomy, with the Uſe 
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